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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, FERDINAND SERVUS, a

pire of Germany, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Frames for Pic-

tares, Mirrors, and the Like, of which the

following is a specification.

My invention relates to frames for pietures,
mirrors, and the like; and it has for its ob-
ject to facilitate the ready insertion and re-
moval of the object to be inclosed and held
by the frame. | ]

While the invention is primarily intended

to be applied to frames into which the pic-

ture, ornamental glass cover, MIrror or panel,
&c., is inserted from the front, it is obviously
applicable where the device to be inclosed

and held by the frame is inserted from the
back, |

By 1y invention the necessity for using

nails or screws for securing the object in the

~frame and for withdrawing such nails or
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screws when removing said objeet from the
frame is done away with. |

In carrying out my invention I attach to
the frame at suitable places—on a square or
preferably, but not necessa-
rily, at the corners—Ilips or tongues actuated

angular frame,

by or moving on oragainst springs and capa-
ble of being turned up, turned round about a
pivot, or drawn back for insertion or removal
of the object held by the frame. When
turned down or extended over the object

within the frame and held by the action of

the spring, the lip or tongue serves asa guard

to prevent the picture or the like from fall-

ing outof theframe. Thesaid lips or tongues
are preferably parts of metallicor other pieces,
serving to ornament the frame when placed
on its front, the lips or tongues being so
combined with the ornamental pieces as or-
dinarily to be concealed, so as not to be readily

_ detected as movable parts by the observer.
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My invention will now be described in-de-
tall, and the features of novelty for which

‘protection by Letters Patent is desired will
‘be set out in the claims at the end hereof.

Inthe accompanying drawings, which forms
& part of this specification, and in which like
parts are indicated by like letters of refer-
ence in the several views, Figure 1 is a front

resident

leg,

| & tongue ¢, so pivoted at d to the

elevation of a frame suitable for pictures,
mirrors, &e., and embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the back of said
frame, showing the device for supporting the

frame, which device is pivoted to the frame

to bear upon a flat spring fixed in the frame,

the said device in this view being turned up
in the position it assumes when serving as a
means for hanging up the frame. TFig. 8 isa
central vertical section on line 8 3 of Fig. 2,
showing the frame standing, the frame being
thus supported by turning the hanging de-
vice down, in which position it serves as a
as shown. Fig. 4 is a sectional view
throughline 11 of Fig. 1. TFig. 5 is a similar
view showing the tongue turned down, while
Kig. 4 shows said tongue turned up. Fig. 6
shows a back view of the tongue attachment
secured to the corner of a frame, the tongue
In this instance being arranged to slide in-
stead of to turn up and down. Fig. 7 18 a

‘sectional view through lines 7 7 of Fig. €.

Fig. 8 is a plan view of another embodiment
of the tongue attachment, this view showing
the tongue arranged to turn round on aplvot.
Fig. 9 is a sectional view on line 9 9 of Fig. 8,

and Fig. 10 is a modification of the hanging

and supporting device shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
frame adapted to receive and hold a picture,
mirror, or the like, the frame in this instance
being rectangular in form; but my invention
is applicable to round, oval, or other shaped
frames as well as' angular frames. B indi-
cates the object to be held by the £ ratne, or a

‘glass cover laid over the picture or panel

within the frame, and C the tongue attach-
ment, by means of which the object or glass
cover 1s held in the frame in a readily-remov-
able manner. Ir Fig. 1 the tongue attach-
ments Care shown applied to the front of the
frame A, and in this case, as will be seen, they
are designed (being arranged on the frame)
to serve as ornaments. The attachment of
Kig. 1, which is shown in section in Kigs. 4

and 5, comprises a metallic piece ¢, fitted on
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its under side with an actuating-spring b, and

press with its heel ¢ on the spring b, thereby
causing the outer end of the tongue to bear -
upon the object B in the frame, as seen in .

K'ig. 2, where the tongue is shown turned down

piece ¢ as to
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onto the objeet B. The objectis removed from
the frame by turning up the tongues in the
position shown in Fig.3. TFor thesake of sym-
metry, the tongue attachments will be placed
at all points of the frame where the object I
should receive support; but as two, orin some
instances even one, of the tongue attachments
will answer the purpose of permitting the re-
moval of the object inclosed by the frame
some of the ornamental pieces may be dum-
mies and have no movable part, especially
where the purpose is to puzzle the casual ob-
server as to the manner of removing the con-
tents of the {rame.

In Figs. 6 and 7 the tohgue ¢, instead of be-.

ing pivoted to turn up and bear with its heel
against the spring 0, it is arranged to slide
out and in to cover or uncover the edge or
corner of the object B. In these views, which
show one form of this manner of combining
the tongue with its support, the tongue ¢ 1is
slotted at f and slides within the ornamental
support on a pin ¢ and beneath the spring 0,
which bears on the tongue ¢ sufficiently to
keep the latter in proper relation to the ob-
ject within the frame when the tongue is slid
out over said object.

In Figs. 8 and 9 the tongue ¢ 1s pivoted to
the ornamental support so as to turn round
on its pivot in being brought in position to

impinge againstthe object B within the frame.

In this case the ornamental support for the
tongue ¢ is so shaped as to serve as a spring,
so co-operating with the tongue as to cause the
latter to exert the required pressure against
the object held in the frame. |

- The frame A is provided at its back with a

device D, adapted, when turned up as seen
in Fig. 2, toserve tohang the frame on a nail,

said device having a hole in its outer end for

‘that purpose, as shown, and when turned
~down, as seen in Kig. 3, to serve as a leg to

sustain the frame in the inclined position
shown in this view. The device D i1s pivoted
to the back of the frame A, and is provided
with a heel h, which bears upon the stiff flat

_spring, held within an opening in the frame.

When turned up, as in Fig, 2, the pressure of
the spring ¢ against the heel & tends to keep

the device D against the back of the frame,

and in this position the frame may be sus-
pended from a nail, as stated. When turned
down, as in Fig. 3, the flat surface of heel £
seats against the spring 2 and supports the
device D in proper position to serve as a leg

to sustain the frame in the inclined position

shown in Fig. 3. Applied to a round, oval,

- or odd-shaped frame, two of the supports D,
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some distance apart, may be attached to the
back of the frame, so as to spread their legs
apart when turned down to sustain the frame
in a standing position, and when turned up
for hanging the frame the holes of both sup-
ports will come together as a single hole. (See

Fig. 10.)

432,910

It will be understood of course that the-

tongue attachment may be made of various
shapes and materials and ornamented in many
ways, and that the principle of the invention
is applicable to frames of any shape and
adapted for containing any of the objects to
be held by frames, and while the tongue 1s
illustrated as amovable part of anornamental
metallic piece, it may be embodied in a plain
fixture adapted to be secured to the front or
back of the frame. -
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I donot claim a wire picture frame or stand -

provided with hooks, the wire frame itself
serving as springs, as such a construction is

shown in United States Letters Patent No.

328,738, My invention is intended for solid
frames. __ |
Having thus described my invention, what I

S0 .

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a frame for pic-

tures, mirrors, and the like, of ‘lips or tongues
secured to said frame and independent actu-

ating-springs on or against which said lips or

tongues move, whereby the contents of the

frame are held or released, substantially as

set forth. - |

9. The device C for securing pictures, mir-
rors, and the like in their frames, provided
with a pivoted tongue or lip, and an inde-
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pendent spring co-operating with such tortgue

orlip to hold the latter when extended overor
onto the object in the frame or its glass front
against such object or glass front, substan-
tially as set forth. ' -

3. The combination, with a frame for pie-
tures and the like, of an attachment C, pro-
vided with tongue ¢, pivoted at d and operat-
ing, when turned down, to hold an object in
the frame and when turned up to permit the
ready removal of such object, substantially
as set forth. -
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4. The combination, with a frame for pie-

tures and the like, of an ornamental attach-
ment permanently fixed to the frame and
provided with a lip or tongue forming a mov-
able portion of the ornamental attachment,

and operating substantially as described, and

for the purpose set forth. .

5. A frame for pictures, mirrors, and the
like, having lips or tongues secured thereto
actuated by independent springs and ope:r-
ating to hold or release the contents of the
frame, and having a device pivoted at its
back and serving as a means for hanging up
the frame as well as for supporting the same
in a standing position, substantially as set
forth. |

Signed at Berlin, in the Kingdom of Prus-
siaand German Empire, this 19th day of Ifeb-
ruary, A. D. 1390. |

Witnesses:
W. H. EDWARDS,
R. D’HHEUREUSE.
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