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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. BILLINGS, &
citizen of the United StateS residing at \de-—
sor, in the county of Windsor and State of
Vermont, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in a Carriage-Shaft Ilolder;
and I do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact deseription of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which fomn a p:&ut of this
specification. |

The object of my invention 18 to provide
an improved device for holding up theshafts

of carriages, buggies, &c., swhen they are not

1N use, thus preventing them from cetting
broken by being stepped on,and giving more
room for moving about in thestable or yard.
Thedrawings lepmgent 3! pelspectwe view
of the device. .
Like letters refer to like parts.

A A’ are two similar and parallel stri ips of
“hard wood, about one-half an inch thick and

over an inchwide; but the dimensions may
be varied to suit. . To hold the strips sufli-
ciently apart—say one-half an inch—ablock
3 is inserted between their rear ends, and
nails ¢ a are driven through said ends and
the. block to firmly fasten them together.
From the upper surface of block B extends

a sharp brad ¢, for bitinginto the wood of the.

vehicle-body or whatever it may touch, and
to remove sharp edges and give the bradfull
play the rear end of the holdel 18 beveled or
cut away at f . Where the rear end of the

holder is to rest against the upper bow of the

vehicle-spring only, the brad will not be nec-

essary.

H isthe tongueor holding-strip. Itissome-

- what shorter 1}1311 strips A A’, and is hinged
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or pivoted to rise and fall between them by
an iron pin m passing through all.
m may have an integral oval head n,and the
other end of 1t can “be riveted or fattened
down upon an iron washer at the side of
strip A’; but I do not think it necessary to
show this simple way of fastening the pin in

place.

This pin

In order to keep strip I from falling out-
ward when holding the Shaffts or when 1t is
in a vertical position, stops p p”are employed,
the former fastened to the top of strips A A’
and the latter to the bottom, said stops being
about an inchapart. It will also be seen that

" ower stop will prevent sirip H from fali-

"lnn below strips A A’ when the former strip

1s clabed down between the latterlike a knife-
blade. It will now be seen that by placing
the top of strip H under the whiiffletree-bar
of the shafts, the shafts having been pre-
viously raised and the beveled end of the
holder under the wvehicle-body or forward
spring, the shafts will be held up. The device
15&L1011ble-cumed lever, the stopsp p’ acting as
fulerums, the weight of the shafts transmit-
ted to the rear end of the holder being over-
come by that of the vehicle-body, &c.

'T'he device 18 strong and effective, and, be-
Ing made of wood,can be manufactured eco-
nomically. As the strip H closes down be-
tween the other strips when not in use, the

‘holder takes up no more room than a piece

of solid wood of the same dimensions, and
the strip HH being thus protected, the holder
can be thrown down or left anywhere with-
out danger of breaking it. |

Imeﬂ* fully descr ibed 1 my mventlon what I
elmm, and desire to secure by Letters _P&tent
18—

1. In a shaft-holder, the combination, with
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the strips A A’, of the St1 1p H, hinged between .

them, and the stops np', forpr eventuw strip
H from falling outward beyond a vertical or
below the bottom of strips A A’, as set forth.

2. In a shaft-holder, the combination, with
the parallel strips A A’,of the separating-
block B, having brad ¢, the pin or pivot m,
the strip I, turning thereon and between said
strips A A’, the upper stop p, and the lower
stop p’, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE A. BILLINGS.

Witnesses:
J. C. ENRIGHT
IIORACE WESTON

QO
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