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do all whom it may concern. -

- Be it known that we, Josgru A. Homman.

and CHARLES E. CUNNINGHAM, citizensof the

- United States, residing at Baltimore, in the

State of Maryland, have jointly invented a

new and useful Improvement in Wearing Ap-
parel, of which the following is a specifica-

tion.

overalls and analogous articles of apparel,
and has for its object the provision of means
whereby the croteh and fly of such garments
will be strengthened and re-enforced, all as
hereinafter described,illustrated in the draw-
Ings, and specifically pointed out in the
claim. - | R
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
wherein like letters of reference point out

similar parts on each figure, Figure 1 is a front

view of the upper portion of a pair of over-
alls provided with continuous fly and croteh
re-enforce according to our invention. Fig, 2

~1s a similar view, the front of the overalls be-
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ing lowered to show the crotch parts and re-
enforced back seam. TFig. 3 is a plan of the
blank from which our fly-piece and re-enforce
are constructed. Fig. 4 represents said re-en-
force partly folded, and wholly folded ready to
be stitched in place. Fig.5isasection on the
line = x of Fig. 1, showing the folds of cloth
as they appear when attached to a garment.

In the drawings, A A’ are the leg-fronts of
a pair of overalls, B the crotch, and B’ the
back seam. - .

C is the fly-piece, which includes ¢, button-
hole section of the fly proper, ¢’ the button
section, and ¢?® the re-enforece for the croteh
and back seam, all integral with each other,
cut out from a single piece of fabric.

In practicing our invention a rectangular

blank is first cut out to compose integrally
the full button and button-hole fly and back-
seam re-enforce, asshown in Fig. 3. ITalf of

1ts length is then divided along the line cx to |

form two tongues ¢’ and ¢? of unequal width,
the tongue ¢’ being the wider in order to al-

low for necessary hemming. The blank is

- then folded longitudinally on itself, (see Fig.

4,) and the superincumbent parts of the un-

50 divided portion c¢ secured by stitching S to

Our invention relates to improvements in

tached in place.

| one side of the front section of the garment

to form a button-fly reaching from the waist-

band to the crotch, from whence the single
layer ¢’ is turned and continuously extended
apward on the opposite front section of the
garment, to which it is flatly connected by
stitching to compose the button-fly stay. Thus

| there 1s provided a double thicknessof c¢loth

in ¢, which forms the fly and in which thenec-
essary button-holes are worked through and
through, as common in such devices. -
In practicing our improvement the folded
fly ¢ is placed on the inside of the left-leg
front A’ in the usual position, the upper end

secured to the waistband, while the turn or 6
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bend ¢ Fig. 4, rests in the croteh and is se-

cured in place by stitching s, the leg-front ex-
tending over to form the covering-piece a.

"The strip ¢’ is then extended and secured by

stitching s” outside of the edge of the right-
leg front A, forming a facing-strip or re-en-
force to the part earrying the buttons.

extended backwardly inside the garment and

stitched flatly over and along the back seam 75

B’, as clearly shown in Figs. 1and 2, forming
a stay or re-enforce integral with the front
portions which is capable of resisting any or-
dinary strain to which the parts would be
subjected. We deem this construction a val-
uable improvement over analogous devices,

whereupon the eroteh or other parts, after

completion of the garment, separate piece or
pieces have Dbeen attached for re-enforcing
purposes, which are liable to be disrupted by
breaking of the thread by which they are at-
Such additional stays or re-
enforcessimply provideresistancetotensionto
the extent of their length or area, while our
crotch and back-seamre-enforcebeingintegral
and continuously attached to the fly-opening
on both sidescannot beruptured. The bend at
the crotch being simply a turn of the fabric
provides greatstrength,and theintegral back-
seam strip passing therefrom provides a
smooth surface, which cannot be secured by
the attachment of an additional overlying
piece. Theobjectionstooverlying the crotch
and flies of the garment with additional re-
enforces, as already pointed out, are that they

The |
free tongue ¢* is then, without being folded,
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will be liable to be torn away. They must,

1f projected to cover the back seam, pass over
-~ and across the edges of the croteh where con-
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‘nected to the garment.

Thus there will nee-
essarily be a series of ridges and irregular
corrugations, making a rough surface that
will chafe the wearer.
garmentshould be uniform and smooth, such
as 18 secured by ourimprovement, which pre-
sents one uniform surface-plane, without any

additional 11dﬂ‘eq folds, or 1amm.‘;‘e of mate-

20

surface of the crotch of garments and a por-

rial. |

By referring to the sectional view in Fig. 5
it will be seen that on the edge A, which car-
ries the buttons, there are twolayers of cloth,
thus affording a secure foundation, to which

the buttons may be attached by stitching or

any of the improved fastening devices now
1n use.

The principal feature of our 1mplovement |

18 the perfect union and strength assured in
the croteh and at thebottom of the fly, which
ordinarily is particularly 11.:1,1)16 to be ripped
and torn apart. |

In the device thecrotch re-enforee c<, being

integral with the fly ¢, any strain is trans-
ferred and.distributed as it should be, and
the same holds good with regard to the but-
ton-piece c’.

We are aware that an independent short
re-enforce stay has been laid upon the outer

This portion of the
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,'tlon ther eof extended over the back seam and

sewed permanently tothe fly-opening,and we
lay no claim thereto.

Having now fully described the invention,
what we clmm, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 1s—

- A pair of overalls or similar articles of ap-
parel having attached to the opposite sections
of the fly-opening of the garment a contin-
uous piece of fabric, one half of the length of
which is folded upon itself and then sewed in
place on the under surface of one section to
compose the button-hole strip, the other half
being dividéd lengthwise, one of said divis-
ions being sewed upon the upper surface of
the opposite section of the garmentatthe fly-

“opening to receive the buttons, the remainder

of said divided portion forming a tongue
which is extended rearwardly from the croteh
and sewed flatly over the back seam of the
agarment as a re-enforce thereto, the upper
ends of the button and button- ]1010 strips be-
ing respectively fastened to the waistband
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the lower bend of said strips and tongue com-

posing a lateral- and transverse crotch-stay,

all being formed integrally of a single piece

of fabrie, substantially as deser ibed.

JOSEPII A. HOHMAN.
CHAS. E. CUNNINGHAM.

VVltnesses
WM. D. WARWICK
JOHN . SCHIFI‘ER
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