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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, WALTER J. PRATT, a
citizen of the United Sta,te% residing at Low-
ville, in the county of Lewis and State of New
York have invented certain new and useful
In'lprovement% in Fire-Escapes; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear,and exact
deseription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and to
the letters of reference marked thel‘eon wh 1011
form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in fire-escapes; and 1t

~ has for its object to simplify and cheapenthe

construction of fire-escapes and to render

" more efficientand serviceablein operation one
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of this class of devices.

To these ends, and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain, the same counsists in the
peculiar construction and in the novel combi-
nation, arrangement, and adaptation of parts,
ail as more fullyr hereinafter described, shown
in theaccompanyingdrawings,and afterwards
specifically defined in the appended claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference mar ked theleon form a part
of this specification, like letters of reference
indicating like parts throughout the sever ::Ll
Views, and in which dl:;m*mﬂ%——-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portmn
of a bulldmﬂ equipped with a fire- ef:,eébpe in
accordance Wlth my invention. Figs. 2 and
3 are enlarged details in per‘%pectne which
will be more fully hereinafter referred to.

Reference nowbeing had to the details of the
drawings by letter, A represents the building.

B is a heavy spr Oekeb-chmn the upper end
of which is secured either to the roof or to the
face of the outer wall of the building at a point
adjacent to the roof. Thischain ib designed

‘to hang vertically from the point at which its-

upper end is attached to a point at or near
the ground, and the lower end is secured to the
wall by means of staples C, or in any other
Smtable manner, so as to prevent 1t from
swinging.

The chain B is preferably placed adjacent
to a vertical series of window-frames so-as to
render it accessible. | -

Disa Sprd‘c]{et-pulley, which is attached to

the chain I> by means of a heavy link of wire,

which is bent over one of the horizontal links

of the chain at a point above the sill of the
highest window in the vertical series.

length than the thickness of the chain F, so
as not to project beyond the same.

K is a sprocket-pulley, which is attached to
one end of a sprocket-chain If. This chain is
passed overthe pulley D,and extending down-
wardly is passed back of the pulley F E,

G is a basket or other receptacle of su itable -

size and form to adapt it for use in removing
either persons or goods from a building. This
receptacle 1s fastened at the top and bottom

to the end of the chain K, which passes over

the rear of the pulley D.

- In operation the free-end of the chain If is
carried outwardly from the building a suffi-
cient distance from the building to prevent
the engagement of the spmeﬁzets upon the
pulley D With the links of the vertical chain
B, when by pulling upon the chain the re-

j eeptaele G may be drawn up to the level of

the window at which it is desired for use. By
allowing the pulley D to swing against the
chain B the sprockets upon the pulley will
engage the links of the chain, and the recep-
tacle will thus be held at the desired height
until it is proposed to lower it with its con-
tents, when by again carrying the lower end
of ‘{he chain I outwardly from the building
the pulley D will be released from its engage-
ment with the chain B and may be lowered

to the ﬂlound

Any suitable form of clamping device may

be used in securing the receptacle G to the

pulley-chain I, so that the same may be re-
moved when desired and only attached to the
chain when desired for actual use. The ver-
tical chain I3 will itself serve as a Veiy COn-
venient and serviceable ladder for use in case
of fire.

Tt is evident that in the construction of
my fire-escape the vertical sprocket-chain 13
may be omitted and the hook or link which
I use in attaching the sprocket-pulley D may
be attached to a suitable hook orbracket pro-
vided for that purpose either upon the outer
or the inner side of the window-frame. By

| this construction the sprocket-pulleys and

The.
sprocket-points of the pulley I3 are of less
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chain to which they are attached may be | is also passed, and a basket or other recep-
stored within the basket when not in use and { tacle secured to the chain above said pulley,
may be readily attached to thewindow-frame | substantially as and for the purpose specified. 25
when necessary to be used. In many in- 2. T'he herein-deseribed fire - escape, the
5 stances this construction would be preferable | same comprising, in combination, a sprocket-
to the use of a vertical chain secured to the | chain permanently secured to and extending
outer face of the wall of the building, as in | vertically upon the outer face of a wall, a
extremely cold weather in the winter season sprocket-pulley secured to the chain, a sepa- 30
the use of the vertical chain might be inter- | rate sprocket-chain having a sprocket-pulley
1o fered with by reason of the acecumulation of | secured to one of its ends, the said chain be-
ice and snow. - ing passed over the pulley attached to the
Having thus described my invention, what | vertieal fixed chain and returned under the
I claim to be mew, and desire to secure by | second pulley, and a basket or other recepta- 3¢
Letters Patent, is— | clesecured tothe movable chain, substantially
15 L. Ina fire-escape, the combination, with a | as described, and for the purpose specified.
chain permanently secured to the outer face In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
of a wall and extending vertically adjacent presence of two witnesses.
to a vertical series of windows or other open- AT P P A T
ings in said wall, of a pulley secured to the up- WALTER J. PRATT.
20 per end of the chain, a chain orits equivalent Witnesses:
passed over the pulley and having secured to WILLIAM K. COATS,
WILLARD V. REED.

one of its ends a pulley under which the c¢hain |
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