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(No specimens,)

To all whom it may concern:
IBe 1t known that I, JoHN C. SANFORD, a citi-

zen of the United b‘rate% residing at- Cohoes
in the eounty of Albany and State of New

York, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Under Shirts and Vests, of Whl(,h the
following is a specification.”

In kmt undershirts as ordinarily con-

stracted the edges of the front opening are
provided with butfon and button-hole stay-

bands composed of cloth or similar material

- sewed upon the outside of the knit fabrie,
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which construction is clumsy and nelthel at-
tractive nor ornamental. --

Thepr esentlnventlon relates to rib-knitted
wearing-apparel, such as vests, shirts, and
like under-gar ments and it has for 1ts obJect
to provide mlovel, ornmnenta],'ﬂnd attractive
article of the kind alluded to and to provide
a novel construction of the knit front in con-
néction with the attached stay-bands which
carry the button and button-holes or equiva-

lent fastenings, whereby finished and orna-

mented edges of the knit fabric overlap the
vertical edges of the outer cloth or stay-band
to show as an inlaid front of material and
color that contrast with the knit fabric com-
prisingthe garment, while serpentine or other-
wise ornamented vertical edges of the front
opening constitute free lapels that are ex-
posed on the exterior of such outer stay-band.

The invention also has for its object to pro-
vide the lower edge of a knit shirt with a
novel rib-knitted shirt-band which is knitted
as an integral part of the shirt and is so con-
tracted and expanded as to form a curved
stay that prevents the skirt of the shirt from
working up around the hip and seat portions
of the body

The objects of the invention are accom-
plished by the features and construction here-
inafter deseribed, and specified in the claims,
reference being had to the accompauymw
drawings, in Wthh-—-—"

Flﬂ*me 1 is a front view of a knitted under-
shirt embodying my invention, showing the
front stay-band partially unbuttoned. Fig.
2 1s a detail view on a larger scale, showing
the front of the shirt closed; and Fig. 3 is a

so detail sectional view on the line x «, Fig. 2.

In order to enable those skilled in the art

seribe the same in detail,
drawings, where—

The numeral 1 indicates the bust portion,
2 the skirt portion, and 3 the contracted waist
portion, of a contracted rib-knitted under-

-shirt Whlch, as here 5hown is provided with

long sleeves. The shirt or vest, after being
knitted and united, is eut out at the chest
por tion to form a 1ect11mem opening extend-
ing from the neck 1)01‘[1011 downward, and the
edﬂ‘es of this opening are then finished off in
a‘ny suitable manner to form a serpentine or-
namental margin- entirely around the open-
ing  Astay-band £ of cloth or other material,

‘having attached buttons 5, 1s sewed upon the

inside of the knit shirt at the right-hand side
of the front opening along the line 6 1n such
manner that the ornamental serpentine mar-
oin of the shirt extends over upon the ex-
terior of such stay-band and forms an over-
Ilying lap 7, which is free to be moved out-
ward, so that the free edge of the button-hole
stay-band can beinserted thereunder, as here-
inafterexplained. The button-carrying band
4 may be of an inferior grade of cloth, since
it is wholly covered and concealed by the but-
ton-hole band and the knitted fabric of the
shirt when the latter 1s 1n use. |
hole stay-band 8 may be of silk, satin, orother

| fancy material and it 18 sewed upon the in-

side of the shirt at the left-hand side of the
front opening along the line 9, so that the or-
namental ser peutme margin of the shirt ex-
tends over upon the exterior of the button-
hole band and forms an overlying lap 10,

which is unattached to such band §, exeept-

at the line of stitches 9.

In wearing the shirt the button-holes are
engaged Wlth the buttons, and the free verti-
cal edoe of the button-hole band is passed
beneath ‘the overlying serpentine lap 7, the
entire construction being such that when in
the position stated the opposite vertical edges
of the outside fancy band 8 are covered and
concealed by the overlying laps 7 and 10,
and therefore shows as an inlaid front-fast-
ening band of material and color that con-
trast with the knit fabric of the shirt. The

construction has an ornamental and attract-
ive effect and is regarded superior to the or-

The button-

| to make and use my invention, I'will now de- .
referring to the
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dinary bands secured to the shirt, as herein-
before described. The vertical serpentine
edges that form the laps 7 and 10 are formed
of yarns or cords secured by stitches on the
raw cdees left bs reason of cutting out the
1‘uct111110¢11* Upmm . but ohmouslv the raw
edges can be Inm,lwd In any desired fashion
with any suitable material. The vertically-
ribbed band 12 at the lower end of the skirt
of the shirt, instead of being knit as a sepa-
rate part ..-md %111)30([11(‘:1]“\"’ 1001}0(] on, is
knitted as a continuation or integral pmt of
the skirt, and from {he line 13, where the
ribbed band commences, it 1scurved inwardly
and then outwardly to form the centrally-
contracted portion 14 and cxpanded lower
portion 15, thereby forming a stay which pre-

vents.the lower end of the skirt working up-

ward upon the person. T'he expanded ](}WU‘
cdge portion 15 1s finished off 1n any suitable
manner. The vertical rib-knit band is not
broadly new; but the central contraction 14
alnd exp{uulﬂd lower edge 15 are, 1 belicve,
novel in a knit shirt, which, in emme(,tl(m
with the band being lu_ut 111teg;_z,ml with the
skirt, constitute a very useful and desirable
construction for the purpose stated.

In knit under shirts or vests having the
usual silk or other more costly stay band ex-

posed along the vertical edges when the shirt
or vest 18 elosed on the wearer
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the edges of |
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| such silk or fancy bands become frayed and

worn to an unsightly appearance. Dy my
construction this is entirely avoided, as the
vertical edgees of the outer stay-band are cov-
ered by the free overlying knitted lapels,
and hence such bands can be made of elab-
orate and costly textures without danger of
unduly fraying or wearing out the edges.

What I elaim as my invention is—

As an 1mproved article of manufacture, a
knit undershirt having a rcetangular front
opening closed at the lower end above the

waist portion and containing a button stay-
bmuh and an ornamental button-hole stay-
band, which bands are permanently sewed to
the inside of the shirt in proximity to the
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edges of the rectangular opening to provide

Ox]losod ornamental lapels that loosely over-
he the vertical edges of the ornamental but-
ton-hole stay-band, said Dbutton-hole stay-
band being coextensive with the rectangular
shirt-opening
button atm—lmm] and almw its median line
detachably engaging the bultmls on the but-
ton stay-band, s,ubamnhfﬂly as described.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

nature in presence of two witnesses.
JOIIN C. SANFFORD.
Wilnesses:
AARON GODDARD,
WILLIAM M. GODDARD.

r, covering and (*fmcealnlﬂ the
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