(Ng '-Modeli ) . | 2 SheetB—SHGBt 1
G. W. BLACKBURN. = |
FRUIT GATHERER.,

No. 432.362. - Patented July 15, 1890.
« .4, Fg 1. ' '

A Y
L

AR RN
N

AY

Y

. \'
Mﬂ"
~ Y
\1-1‘,1

AALA
3

AL RLCRANES

F
PERAATT LT |
Lt T ]
fffff‘.;ff ’f;; -

A A

NS S

” jj"'ﬁ".‘ ¥ ..- l'! ’ ‘
G Zs
)

2y

¢

AN

N
AR

L

AntLhh

o
W

N

-

.
AN

wy
5 5
A

-
!
"

N 'I:‘
_‘ll“
—

ik
4“

o

\
\
.
\
\
_2.3—"\
b
N\
“
h
b
\
-\
\ "\
\\. \‘
Loslaniia 'h £ -*-:..
i, el TN
E | ———_— ___,.d"
WITNESSE ’ H' :' ron: !
. )
S: N ' INVENTOR: '

ATTORNEYS.

THE WORRi5 PETERS E'E-‘.'., PHOTO-LITHG., WASHINGTCN, 0. €.




 (No Model.) o 2 Sheets—Sheet 2. .

G. W. BLACKBURN.
' FRUIT GATHERER,

No. 432,362, . Patented July 15, 1890.

R
RN e
NN

WITNESSES:

o ' ~ INVENTOR:
gk 5T

T———
ATTORNEYS.




10

40
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GEORGE W. BLACKBURN, OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA.

FRUIT-GATHERER.

-SPECIFIC ATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 432,362, dated July 15, 1890.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE W. BLACK-

BURN, of Sarasota, in the county of Manatee -

and State of Florida, have invented anewand
useful Impr ovement in Fruit-Gatherers, of
which the following is a full elem m:ld exact
description.

My invention relates toan improvementin
fruit-gatherers, especially adapted for gather-
ing citrous fruit, and has for its object to pro-
vide an 1mplement with which fruit can be

- picked much more rapidly than with the ordi-

nary form of pole-picker; and a further object
of the inventionis to provide ameans whereby

the fruit may be assorted as picked and car- |

ried conveniently in quantities upon the per-
son of the operator and delivered when de-

sired to any suitable receptacle.

- Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a means for cutting the stem close to the

body of the fruit withoutinjury from the cut-
ter and for delivering the fruit withoutinjury

from the same to a commodious pocket formed

in a garment worn by the operator. -

The invention consists 1n the novel con-
struction and combination of theseveral parts,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth, mld
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar letters and figures of refer-
ence indicate corresponding pfutq in all the
views. |

Figure 11is a perspective view of the device,
illuﬁstmtmﬂ‘ its application. Iig. 2 1s a cen-
tral ver tical section throu gh the garment em-
ployed in connection with zmd forming a part
of the 1mplemen13 Ifig. 3 1s an enlarged per-
spective view of the cutter and attached con-
ducting-tube or netting, and Kig. 4 is a side
elevation of the said cutfer and said tube.

In connection with the cutter A and con-

ducting-tube A’, to be hereinafter described,
a gar ment B 18 employed, adapted to be worn
by the operator, supported from the shoulders,
and of su fhicient length to extend below the

walst.

“what in the form and nature of a sleeveless.
~shirt, and may be made of canvas, calico, or
€0 othel strongor qmtable material, the o gar ment I

This - ﬂ‘mmeut 1s . constructed some-~

I
|

tacle 12, as shown in Fig. 2.

ment.

being of such size as to loosely fit the body of
the wearer. The lower portion 10 of the gar-
‘ment is e.speemlly full, and the lower extrem-
1ty 1s gathered in by means of a draw string
or cord, as 1llustrated at 111n Kig. 2, toclosely
fit the wearer’s waist. The fullness of the
carment near the bottom is such that it will

fall downward below the waist, as best shown

in Fig. 1, and form an inner pocket or recep-
In one side of
this pocket portion of the garment an open-
ing 1Ismade, and one end of a flexible chute 13
1S zhttfwhed to the walls of said opening, the

| other end being provided with a clip 14 of

any suitable constl uection, whereby the.chute
1sheld In an upright p051t10n when the wearer
is employed in plckmn fruit by attaching the
clip to a suitable loop or staple 15, plefel ably
located npon or near the shoulder of the gar-
- In order that the wearer of the gar-
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mentmay not be burdened or inconvenienced

by the weight of the gathered fruit, the pocket

12 18 bupported flOlII the shoulders of the

wearer directly, and this 1s accomplished
through the medium of straps 16, attached at

their ends to the opposite sides of the waist-

band 11 and at the center of the loop portion
to the shoulders of the garment. Two straps

are employed, one passing from the front

richt-hand side of the waistband over the

right shoulder to the back of the band, and

the other being similarly located upon the
left-hand side of the band.

To one sleeve-opening of the garment, pr of—
erably the right-hand sleeve-opening, the
lower end of the conducting-tube A’ is se-
cured, which conducting-tube preferably con-
sists of netting, as illustrated, and the upper
end of the said conducting-tube or netting is
attached, preferably, to an elliptical %Loletou
frame 17 which frame usually consists of a
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piece ot round wire or iron bent upon itself

to the above-mentioned shape, one end of the
wire or rod being carried perpendicularly up-
ward to form a post or standard 18, the up-
per extremity of which post or standard 18
bent at a right angle tothe body in the direc-

the horizontal extremity of the post the cut-
ter A is pivoted, which is usually accom-

05

tion of the center of the frame 17, and upon.
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plished by passing the upper end of the post
~or standard 18 through-an aperture in a stud.
19, formed upon. the under side of the cutter
“at the pivotal pointof its blades.
1scapableof a l&tel al rocking mov ement 1‘1p0n;

the standard.

yo

seetion .

 The cutter. is constl ueted in Substﬂntmllyf
alike manner to a pair of seissors, and com- |
- oprises two members 20 and 21, each.member
consisting of a blade-section ¢ and a handle-
N - The blade-sections of the cutter
. are upwardly curved, so that they present a-
~convexed under face and- a concaved upper |
faee, and the handle-sections o’ have a down-
~ward inclination from their junetion with the
- blade-sections, as best illustrated in the side

elev ation, Flig. 4... One handle-section has
. preferably attached toits outer side a loop 22,

. of suffieient size to
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or wires 2

and 3.

less opening of the garment.
ing-tube A’ serves as a sleeve for the right-
hand side of the garment, and in that portion
of the tube where the elbow of the wearer is
located an opening 24* 1s formed of sufficient
size to permit the passage of the forearm of
the operator, as shown in Kig. 1. The han-
dles of the cutter are grasped by the right

hand of the operator, and as the forearm of |

the right hand 1s perfectly free he has no in-
conveuience in the manipulation of the said
cutter,

The conducting-tube A’ is of sufficient di-
ameter to permit any fruit entered at the top
to pass downward beneath the inclosed por-
tion of the operator’sarm and into the pocket
12 of the garment.

DBefore commencing the operation of pick-
ing, the chute 15 18 secured in a vertical po-
sition, as 1lJustrated in IMig. 1. As the left
arnm i1s perfectly {ree, as is also the greater
portion of the right, should the fruit severed

from the tree be marred or damaged it may

6o

be removed by the left hand and not permit-
ted to enter the conducting-tube, and thus
find its way into the pocket.

When the pocket 12 of the garment is filled,
its contents may be readily el.nptmd 1nto any

stitable and convenient receptacle by discon-
110@11111 the clip 14 from the loop or staple 15,
whu'ebj the chute is permitted to fall down-

This cutter

‘admit . the thumb of: the
01}@131:01‘, and-upen the outer face of the op-
posite handle a: larger: loop 23 is formed ca~
- pable of receiving the fi) ngers. . . -
"o 1nsure the :['1‘1111: dmppmn‘ 111t0 the 0011-?
: ducun e-tube ornetting A’ a series of threads:
4 are secured atone end tothe post
or standard 18, and at opposite ends, one in
advance of the: other,to the -skeleton frame-
Thus a shield is formed for the rear por-
tion (}f 1116 fm,nm, as best shown in 111#*-:. 13-

In Ol)Ll‘dbl(}ll wh(,,n the tr‘wment 18 placed-
. upon . the bﬁ)dy of the wearer, the left arm of:
- the:wearer 18 free, essentmlly from the shoul-
- der;assald arm passes out through the sleeve-
“"T'he conduet-

432,362

-and as the chute is located at the bottom of
‘the pocket the contents of the latter, with
some. slight assistance on the part of: the: op- -
erator, W1H readil y pass throu ﬂ*h the ehu Le 11110 -~

the 1*eceptacle.

T desire it to be. undersmod tha,t a small SRR
---po_ehet may be_constmcted upon one side of

the garment to receive the cutters when not .
1n use.
‘inward at their ends in direction of one an- -
‘other to prevent undue strain being brourr’ht
_ftO bear upon the pivot of the: blaf]es RS
Having thus descéribed my mventlon I
."?GL:LIIH as new and desw tO secure by LGttOlS

- The cutter-handles may-alsobe bent

Patentm o
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1. Ina frmt plcke}: the 001111)111&1,1011 wzth

a sleeveless body garment having a W‘“mst.._
Dand ecarried upward within thesame toform - -~
a pocket or sack and provided with a deliv- 85 =
-ery-chute located at the bottom of said pocket, -

of aconducting-tube attached atitslowerend -

to one sleeve-opening of the garment and pro- -

vided with an opening

- at or near the center
of 1ts length and a cutter attached to the up-

Qo
per portlon of said tube, sub.stantmlly as.
'.-shown and described. - - g

.- The combination, with a sleeveless body RO

'mmmenb having its: wm%lmnd carried up-
Cward within: the same to form an:annular

05

pocket and- provided with a delivery-chute

a cutter and a tubular

“located atthe bottomof said pocket, and shoul-
Cder-straps. connected with' the waistband, of
connection between; o
said cutter and ‘the interior of the g: u*ment

100 -
substantially as shown and: descubed T

3. The combination,with a sleeveless bodv '

garment having an annular pocket formed at
its base, provided with a flexible tubular out-
let, of a cutter having its blades curved up-
ward and its handles curved downward and
a conducting-tube suspended beneath the
blades of the cutter and connected with the
pocket of the garment, substantially as shown
and described.
4. The combination, with a sleeveless hody
garment having an annular pocket formed in
its lower portlou sald pocket heing provided
with a flexible delivery-chute, of a skeleton
frame provided with an upwardly-extending
post or standard, a conducting-tube attached
at one end to the said skeleton frame and se-
CU_lEd atb its other end to one of the sleeve-
openings of the garment, the said tube being
provided with an opening at or near the cen-
ter of its length, and a cutter pivotally at-

tached to the said post of the frame, having

upwardly-curved blades and (lownwmdly—m-
clined ]mndles substantially as and for the
purpose capu[}ciﬁed

5. As an improved article of manufacture,
a fruit-picker consisting of a slecveless body

garment formed with an annular pocket at
its lower portion and provided with a flexi-

ble delivery-chute at the bottom of the pocket
and means for attaching the said chute to

ward and its mouth to enter the receptacle, | the upper portion of Lhc garment, shoulder-
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straps attached to the waistband of the gar- the upper portion of the tube, substantially
ment, & conducting - tube having a central | as and for the purpose specified.

opening in one side attached at itslowerend | _
to one sleeve-opening of the garment and at GEORGE “T BLACKBURN.

g its upper end to a skeleton frame provided Witnesses:
with an upright, and a cutter pivoted upon ROBERT GREER,
said upright, the blades of which extend over{ =  HENRY A. CLARK.
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