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To all whom it may conecermn: _

Be it known that I, WIiLLiaM O. TAYLOR,
of Malden, in the county of Middlesex, State
of Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Mail-Holders, of which the following
description, in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, is a specification, like letters
on the drawings representing like parts.

This invention has for its object to con-
straet a mail or package receiver adapted to
be applied to doors and similar places which
are provided with an orifice, through which
the mail or other packages or articles are
passed. .

The invention consists in the combination
with a movable or pivoted holder or receiver

~and a lateh located back of the opening in
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the door to hold the said receiver in 1ts nor- |

mal position. A bell or other suitable indi-
cator is provided, adapted to be sounded:or
operated when mail-matter or any article is
deposited in the receiver.

Figure 1 shows a rear side view of a door
provided with a mail-receiver embodying this
invention; Fig. 2, an edge view of the door
and mail-receiver shown in FKig. 1; Fig. 3, an
edge view of the door and mail-receiver shown
in Fig. 1, the receiver having dropped into
substantially horizontal or its abnormal posi-
tion; Fig. 4, a detail to be referred to, and
Figs. 5 and 6 modifications to be referred to.

The door A or equivalent object having an
orifice ¢ (see dotted lines, Figs. 1, 2, and 3,)
through it may be of any suitable or usual
construction, and the orifice may be provided
with a drop-shield «’ to close it exteriorly.
A lateh b is pivoted to a suitable support b,
fixed to the base-plate 0°, adapted to be at-
tached to the door A. The latch b, as herein
shown, comprises two arms arranged at right
angles with relation to each other, one of the
arms carryine the latch-hook and the other
arm extending downward, and as located on
the support b’ crosses the back of the open-
ing a through the door, so that when a letter
or other object is passed through the opening
a the rear end of the latch will be engaged
and moved to 1lift the latch, as indicated in
Fig. 3.

A mail holder or receiver is employed, it be-
ing herein shown as a plate ¢, having flanged or

!

upturned edges and pivoted to the base-plate
D? at c’.
at the top, as at ¢?, to he engaged by the latch
b to hold the said holder or receiver in verti-
cal or normal position, as shown in Kigs. 1
and 2. To prevent the latech from releasing
the holder or receiver ¢ by slamming the door
or by excessive jar, I have herein provided a
spring D®, the free end of which bears against
the said holder or receiver, so that when the
holder or receiver is engaged and held bythe
latch the tendency of the spring will be to
cause the latch to engage more firmly and to
be released with greater difficulty. T'wo rods
or bars 2 3,loosely connected together at one
end, as at 4, and also at the ends, one to the
base-plate b? and the other to the mail holder

or receiver ¢, are provided at each side of the

said holder or receiver, and also at each side
a guide-rod 5,having a passage or slot for the
pivot 4, is loosely mounted on the pivot ¢’.

| These rods and bars serve to held the mail

holder or receiver when. released in substan-
tially a horizental position or at a slight or

The holder or receiver ¢ is formed
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sufficient incline to hold the mail-matter,

which position is the abnormal position of
the holder or receiver.

~ In operation a letter—such, for 1nstance,
as 1 (see Fig. 3)—is passed through the ori-
fice in the door, and by it the lateh 1s re-

leased, permitting the mail holder or receiver
to fall by gravity, aided by the weight of the
‘mail-matter -into its abnormal

position, as
shown in Fig.3. Toindicate when mail-mat-
ter is so passed through the orifice an indi-
cator is provided, (herein shown as a sound-
indicator,) consisting of a gong d, secured to
the mail holder or receiver, and a striker ',
carried by a spring-arm or spring-acting strik-
ing-lever d* Toeffect movementof the strik-
ing-lever, the striker d’1is provided with a
oroove or recess d? which, when the mail
holder or receiver is in its normal or vertical
position, receives two spring-acting arms ?,
secured to a cross-piece or support d*, said
arms d° serving as spring-retainers to hold
the striker for a short time as the mail holder
or receiver falls and thereafter releases it,
that the striking-arm may, by its spring ac-
tion, strike the gong.

In lieu of releasing the mail holder or plate
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with a lateh or equivalent moved by an ob- | frame, or equivalent movable toward and
Ject which is being pushed through the ori- | from the object to which it is attached, a re-
fice, a latch or equivalent moved by the drop- | taining-latch located back of a mail-receiving 45
shield a” may be employed, as shown in Fig. 5. | orifice in said object, and the interposed

5 It will be seen that the mail holder or re- | spring 0% attached to the lateh and adapted
celver herein shown occupies normally such | to preventaccidental release of the same, sub-
a position that it takes but little space, and stantially as deseribed. |
when moved outwardly or from the door into 3. A mail-receiver movable toward and so
1ts abnormal position it takes mueh more | from the object to which it is attached and

10 space, but presents the mail-matter in a way | latech for holding it, adapted to be moved by
which 1s very easily accessible. mail-matter or other articles, and the rods or

I do not desire to limit my invention to any | bars for holding said mail-receiver in its ab-
particular form or construction of holder or | normal position, substantially as described. 5z
receiver, but consider that any holder or re-| 4. A movable latch located back of an ori-

15 celver movable toward and from the object | fice and a mail receiver or holder held by it,
to which it is attached to come within the | adapted to be moved and to receive an ob-
scope of my invention. Nor do I desire to | ject passed through the orifice,said Iateh be-
limit myself to any particular means of hold- | ing released by the said object, substantially 6o
ing the receiver or to the construction of | as described.

2o sald means, or,in fact, to the employment of 5. A mail holder or receiver and a retain-
any latch or equivalent, as by referring to | ing-lateh, combined with an indieator the op-
Iig. 6 a holder or receiver is shown devoid of | erating member or striking-lever of which is
a lateh, and in instances when the object to | moved when the mail holder or receiver is 6s
which the receiver is attached is stationary | moved into its abnormal position, substan-

25 such a form may be employed. Thus it will | tially as described.
be seen that material modification may be 0. An inside mail holder or receiver con-
made without departing from the spirit and | sisting of a plate, frame, or equivalent mov-
scope of my invention. | able toward and from the objeet to which it 7o

I elaim— is attached, said object having a hole through

30 1. An inside mail holder or receiver con- | it for mail-matter or other articles, combined
sisting of a plate, frame, or equivalent piv- | with a latch or equivalent for holding the
oted at or near its lower end to and movable | mail -receiver in its normal position and
toward and from the object to which it is at- | adapted to be acted upon by such mail-matter 7 5
tached, its upper end being normally in con- | to release the mail-receiver, substantiall y as

35 taet with said object, and an orifice in said | deseribed.
object for mail-matter or other articles, the | In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
entrance of such matter impinging against | name to this specification in the presence of
and moving the upper end of the receiver | two subseribing witnesses.
away from the object to which it is attached WILLIAM O. TAYLOR.

42 to expose the contents thereof, substantially | Witnesses:
as described. | BERNICE .J. NOVYES,

2. A mail-receiver consisting of a plate, |

FREDERICK L. EMERY.
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