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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE ELBERT TAY-

LOR, of the city of Rochestel countyof Mon-

roe, and State of New York, have invented
certainnew and usefulImprovementsin Mail-
ing-Casesfor Frangible Articles; and I do here-

- by declare the following to be a full, clear,
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and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, and to
the letters of reference marked thereon.

My present invention has for its object to
provide a packing or mailing case for ¢linical
thermometers and similar delicate or frangi-
ble articles, whereby they canbesentthrough
the mails without liability of being broken
in transit; and it has for its object to pro-
vide a case that can be constructed very
cheaply and which admirably serves the pur-
pose for which 1t 15 intended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a case consfructed inaccordance with
my invention, partly broken away at one
point; Fig. 2, a top plan view of a case with
a clinical thermometer in position therein;
Ifig. 3, a longitudinal sectional view of the
mailinb-ease, taken on the linexx, Fig. 2, with
a thermometer and its containing - casing
closed and ready for mailing; Fig. 4, a cross-
sectional view on the line i y of Ifig. 3; FKig.
5, a perspective view of one of the suppmt-
mg-bands

Similar letters of reference in the several
ficures denote similar parts.

In carrying out my invention 1 propose to
employ flexible and preferably elastic bands

~or suspending-strips for engaging the oppo-

site ends of the thermometer or other similar
article, which, being freely suspended from
the casing and under sufficient tension to se-
curely maintain it in place, will serve to pre-
vent sudden shocks being communicated to
the article or instrumentorits comingin direct
contact with the casing and being broken.
The present embodiment of my invention
consists of a packing case or box A, having
in its side pieces, near the ends, slots which
are closed when the bottom B is placed in po-
sition, said slots being preferably formed by
sawing into the side pieces from the lower
sides before the bottom is put on. Loecated
in these slots and extending tr ansversely

|

across.the box are strips or bands C, prefer-
ably of elastic rubber, though other flexible
fabric might be employed, if desired; and in

| the pr esent construction the bands areformed

separate, and are each provided with lateral
extensionsor heads ¢ on the ends, which, when
they are in position, co-operate with the outer
sides of the casing and prevent the ends of
the bands being drawn through the slots. In
use the thermometer orotheir article is placed
inthe casing,the endsbeing engaged with the
band C, and the elasticity of the latter serv-
ing to suspend it, as in Figs. 2 and 3, pre-
venting its contact with the bottom or ends
of the casing. In mailling clinical thermom-
eters it is customary to send with them a
pocket-case, (represented by D in the-draw-
ings,) and this can conveniently be placed
within the casing A, the upper portion of the

1 bands C SEl‘Vng to support it and hold it in

contact with sliding cover K of the casing, if

t desired; but in order to properly position it

I prefer to encircle the thermometer with an
elastic washer I, (shown in Figs. 2, 3,and 4,)

having a depression in its upper S1de, in which

the casing D rests and by which all tumbling

“about 1s p1 evented.

While I have shown the bands C as made
separate, it is obvious that they could, if de-
sired, be part of a continuous band, which

dicated in dotted lines, I'ig. 2; or, if desired,
the bands could be secured at opposite ends
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-mlg*ht be placed in the slots in the casing be-
| fore the bottom was placed in position, asin-

to the inside of casing A by suitable means, .

the essential feature being to suspend the ar-

ticle out of contact with the casing by two

bands more or less elastic. IKabric or tape
might perhaps be employed, and 1 regard
these as within my invention; but I prefer
rubber for obviousreasons. With rubber, or
fabric as well, the ends of the article are
forced into 1t more or less, as shown, thus ob-
taining a firm seat all around, and thereby
preventing accidental dlspla,cemen‘f
I claim as my invention—

1. In a holder for frangible mtleles the

combination, with the casing, of the elfmstic
bands, of greater width than the ends of the
article to be held, streteched opposite each
other within the casing, but removed from
the ends thereof and arranged to press upon
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the ends of the article and hold it in suspen- | the ends of the article to be carried, whereby

_ sion, substantially as described. the latter will be suspended out of contact
2. The combination, with a substantially | with the casing, substantially as described.
rigid box or casing open on one side and hav- 4. The combinalion, with a box or casing,

5 ing theslotted side pieces, of the transversely- | of the transversely-extending suspending zo
extending elastic bands wider than the ends | elastic strips or bands, and the perforated
of the article to be carried, held in side slots | washer having the groovein oneside adapted
and adapted to embrace the ends of the arti- | to be placed on the thermometer and posi-
cle and hold it out of contact with the cas- | tion a pocket-case or similar artiele in the

10 Ing, substantially as deseribed. casing, substantially as deseribed.
5. The combination, with a box or casing .

: ; : 4 i KLBE .
having the slots in the sides, of the trans- | GEORGE ELBERT TAYLOR
versely-extending bands having the exten- Witnesses:
sions or flanges at the ends engaging the outer FRrRED F CHURCH,

15 sides of theslots, said bands being wider than | >. K. TRUE.
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