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Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. BERNARD,
a citizen of the United States,residing in the
city and State of New York, haveinvented an
Improvementin Garment-Fasteners, of which
the following is a specification.

arment supporters or fasteners have been
made of two jaws. Sometimes these have been
connected by pivots, and in other instances
they have been made with spring-armsriveted
or formed together at the dlstant ends from
the jaw.

My present invention 1elates to a garment-
fastening in which the two principal partsare

piﬂTOted tODetheI- S0 that the ]'aWS m&v be
opened or elosed and one of the jaws is at

the end of a splmn* that extends past the ful-
crum that unites the jaws together, so that
such springis of sufficient length to act freely
in holding the garment thatis introduced be-
tween the jaws,and the spring accommodates

different thicknesses of material and allows ;

the jaws to be parallel; or nearly so, to each
other,even when different thlcknesqes of ma-
terials may be between the jaws. |

.....

section of the fastemnﬂ as closed. -
a similar view open.

I‘ig. 2 18
Fln‘ 3 18 a plan of the

garment-fastening, and ]3 12. 4 1s an end view:

of the same.

The two principal paﬂ_ts A and B of the
fastening are made of sheet metal.
A has side flanges 2 2, between which is re-

- celved a lever- clﬂmp O having end pivots 3
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and teeth at 4, so that a strap, elastie, tape,
or similar device introduced between the le-

ver-clamp C and the sides 2 2 of the plate A

can be clamped by turning the lever C down
and bringing the teeth 4 forcibly into contact
with such strap orstrip D. The part B of the
fastening is formed with side bars 5, which are
pivoted at 6 to the sides or flanges 2.0of the
plate A, and there are incisions or separations
at 7 between the flanges 2 and the body ot
the plate A, which incisions extend past the
pivot 6 toward the lever-clamp C, so as to
form a spring tongue or jaw at the end por-
tion of the plate or part A of the fastening.
This jaw end is marked 8, and is preferably

I'he part |

in Fig. 3. The jaw 9 upon the part B of the
fastening extends across between theside bars

5,and itis preferably made with a dome with

points struck up in the sheet metal that form

claws to detain and hold the fabric of the gar-
ment when placed between the jaws 8 and 9,
and the dome on the jaw 9 1s small enough 1:0
pass freely into the opening in the jaw 3, and
the jaw 9 is strengthened by a rib or ﬂanoe
10 of the sheet meta,l bent downwardly at tlle
back edge of the jaw. The back ends of the
side bars 5 are united by a cross-bar 12, which
is preferably formed with a projecting tonﬂ*uo
13 at the rear,which tongue passes down into
a mortise or opening in the plate A, and there
is asliding elip K, the ends of which are passed

down and turned up around the lower edges

of the side flanges 2, and this clip 1s free to
be moved later ally over the tongue 13 to hold
the same in place when the jaws of the fast-
ening are closed or to be drawn back for lib-
er a,tmcf such fastening. It will now be un-
derstood that this fastemnn is adapted to
shirt-sleeves, cravats, mmpendels or to form

| drawer-supporters, or to be used to hold any
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal

portion of one garment to another, and in con-

sequence of the length of the part or plate A

from the jaw 1301131011 8 to the end of the in-
cisions 7 such plate is free to spring and hold
various thicknesses of garment to which the
fastener may be applied, and the jaws 8 and
9 will be parallel, or nearly so, to each other,

regardless of the thickness of material that

may be introduced between such jaws.

The clamping-lever C, with the teeth 4, al-
low for this gzu*ment—-fastening being easily
connected with a strap or tape or other part
of the clothing, and for adjusting its position

on such strap without requiring the fastening

to be riveted, sewed, or permanently attached
to the strap or other portion of the garment.
By making a rib in the sheet metal around

the jaw and extending back a greater or less

distance on the plate the metal will be stiff-
ened to obtain the necessary strength and
spring
metal. |
- I elaim as my invention—

1. In a garment-fastener, the part A, hav-
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action in comparatively thin sheet -

so made with a central opening or hole,as shown | ing the side flanges 2 and the spring-jaw 8 100
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between these side flanges, the part B, having |

the cross-bar 12 at one end, the jaw 9 at the
other end, and the side flanges 5, and the
pivot-pin 6, passing through the side flanges
2 and 5, and the sliding clip E for holding
the jaws together, substantially as specified.

2. 'I'he garment-fastener having a part A,
with flanges 2,and a jaw B, withside bars 5, piv-
oted to the flanges 2,in combination with the
lever-clamp C, pivoted between the flanges 2,
and the sliding clip E for holding the parts

~of the garment-fastening when closed, sub-

stantially as set forth.

3. In a garment-fastener, the part A, hav-
ing the side flanges 2 and the jaw 8, and slot-
ted longitudinally adjacent to the flanges to
form the spring, the part B, having the cross-
bar 12 at one end, the jaw 9 at the other end,
and the side flanges 5, and the pivot-pin 6,
passing through the side flanges 2 and 5, sub-
stantially as specified.

Signed by me this 14th day of October, 1889,

| WILLIAM A. BERNARD.

Witnesses:- |

GEO. T. PINCKNEY,
WILLIAM . MOTT.
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