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"UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

' BENJAMIN VIAU, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

CORSET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 432,171, dated July 15, 1890.

Application filed March 17, 1890, Serial Nd. 344,249, (No model.) _'

o all whom it maly conceri:
Beitknown thatI, BENJAMIN VIATU,acitizen

of the United States, residin g at Newark, Es-

sex county, New Jersey, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Cor- |

sets, fully deseribed and represented in the
tollowing specification and the acecompanying
drawings, forming a part of the same.

The object of this invention is to sustain a
lady’s dress in the desired form over the up-
per part of the chest, to which the corset does
not usually extend. |

The invention is adapted for use as 2 modi-
fication of the ordinary corsets which are Sus-
tained upon the hips; or it may be used in a,
special form of corset supported by the bust
only. In either case the structure is pro-
vided with tongues projected upwardly at
each side of a neck-opening to supp
dress between the bust and the shoulders,
and has stiffening-ribs or stiffening material
extended from the bust into
hold them in shape. To hold the bust por-
tion of the corset in shape it is
ternally with strapsextended across the swell
of the bust, and the corset-busks, or the mid-
dle portion of the corset, are extended up-
wardly above the bust toward the neck, to
support the dress between such tongues.

The invention is illustrated in connection

with a hip-corset, and also
which I call a “chest-corset.”
The invention will be understood by refer-
ence t0 the annexed drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a front elevation of my chest-
corset. If1g. 2 is a side elevation of the same

In a new form

- with the addition of a girdle and shoulder-

40

{ront view, and Fig. 6 a side view, of

45

straps. Iig. 3 is an inside view of one-half
of the corset in the same position as in Fig.
2, and Fig. 4 is a rear view of the corset with
the girdle and shoulder-straps. Fig. 5 is a
a hip-
corset provided with my improvement.

In Figs. 1 to 4 T have designated by the

letter ¢ the part which is fitted upon the
- bust, such part being extended downwardly
to a flexible band [/, which is adapted to span

i

the front half of the waist. In these figures
the bust portion extends upward in the mid-
dle to an opening ¢ to expose the neck of the
wearer, and such middle portion is shown in
the drawings extended considerably above

ort the |

such tongues to |

provided in- |
quired convex profile.
| acter may also be extended across the swell

end of the ribs e—if required.
‘would not interfere with - the

| the swell of the bust portion, (to which the
letter ¢ is applied,) so as to support the front
‘of thedressbetween the tongues. The tongues

b are projected upwardly from the bust por-
tion at opposite sides of the neck-opening to

support the dress between the bust and the
‘shoulders.

Whalebones orribs d’ are shown
extended from the bottom of the bust portion

‘upwardly to the neck-opening and ribs
from the bust portion up into the tongues b.

The bust portion is formed with wings 7,
which extend backward beneath arm-open-

1ngs &, formed at the rear sides of the tongues

b, and ribs d? are inserted in the bust portion
3 p

‘adjacent to the armholes to stiffen such por-
tion.
stantially up and down in the structure; but

The ribs thus far deseribed run sub-

transverse ribs e are also shown in Fig. 4 of
the drawings extended nearly across the front
of each half of the bust portion to stiffen the

same laterally.

55

bo

Internal straps f are shown in TFigs. 3 and

4 extended vertically across the swell of the

bust near the middle line to maintain the re-

of the bust transversely—that i8, from end to

The straps
figure of the
wearer, as they would not be required to hold
the chest-corset in shape if the wearer’s fig-
ure were full enough to interfere with the
straps. | | |

The corset is shown divided at the middle
and provided with three hooks and eyes v,
and when thus divided the chest-corset would
be used with a girdle 7 and shoulder-straps

¢, adapted to extend over the shoulders for

connection with the girdle. .
To hold the wings 2 back under the arms, a

back-strap m is shown extended between the

tops of the wings, and the rear ends of the
shoulder-straps are shown connected to the
same and to the girdle by a vertical strip n.
With this construction the chest-corset would
be applied like an ordinary front-opened
waist, and would be fastened in front by
curing the hooks and eyes; but the corset may
be made without any division in front and
the girdle and other fastenings may be se-
cured in the back, or the corsef may be held

| in place solely by the dress fitting over it.
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"~ The band ! is not at all essential, but is
provided to draw the bottom of the chest-cor-
set into close contact with the figure, the gir-
dle and shoulder-straps or other back fasten-
ings being preferably made elastic for the
same purpose. |

When the corset is upon the wearer, the
outer and inner edges of the tongue b, which
are preferably unprovided with any ribs d,
would Dbend freely to fit the shounlders and
the neck, and thus efface the upper termina-
tion of the corset. |

The chest-corset is adapted for sale and use

to be applied over the ordinary hip-corsets |

or for use by itself, and imparts the same per-
fection of form to the upper part of the figure
as the ordinary corset imparts to the waist.

The straps fare made of tape or other
yielding material, so as to yield somewhat if
pressed by the figure, and they are secured at:
their ends by sewing, so that their adjust-
ment may be changed by the user to modify
the shape of the corset. The chest-corset 1S
thus adapted, as also by its general flexibility
and elasticity, to fit figures of somewhat dif-
ferent sizes. | |

In the hip-corset shown in Figs. 5 and 6 the
abdominal portion of the corset is lettered D,
" the waist portion H, and the bust portion a,
as in the other figures. The tongues 0 are
shown extended upward from the bust por-
tion, and the front C of the corsetis extended
upward toward the neck above the point
where the corset-busk C’ ordinarily termi-
nates as far as may be desired. The ribs d,
d’, and d? are shown in the same relation to

the bust, the tongues, and the armholes as |

in the chest-corset, but are extended down-
ward into the corset to the bottom of the
same. ,

As shown in Fig. 6, the back of the corset
is terminated at the height common in hip-
corsets under the arm, while the front per-
forms a novel function, with the aid of the
tongues b and the extension C,in supporting
the entire front of the dress, as desired. The
chest-corset is provided with the same exten-
sion above the bust-line; but the tongues
and the straps f may be employed in a con-
struetion without such extension.

In the drawings the joints between thesev-

eral pieces which are commonly sewed to- |

oether to form a corset are omitted, as it 1s
immaterial to my invention where such joints
be made, or what method beemployed togive
the structure the desired shape.

I am aware that tongues analogousto mine
have been projected upward toward the shoul-
ders from the bust portion of the corset; but

- ——— .
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without the internal straps extended aecross
the swell of the bust it is obvious that the
contour of the corset at the bust could notbe
controlled, and that the degree of convexity
could not be varied to suit different figures,
as it can with the construction I have shown,
in which the straps f may be tightened to
just the degree that is required to hold the
bust portion in the desired shape. By apply-

“ing thestraps vertically they co-operate simul-

taneously with the tongues and with the bust
portion of the corset, throwing the tongues
backward at the same time that they throw
the bust forward. This function can only be
effected by tongues arranged vertically, as in
my invention. Such vertical tongues are

therefore essential in the construction shown

in Fig. 6, and would be applied within the

bust portion of the corset in the same man-

ner as shown in Figs. 3and 4.
~ What I claim as my invention 18—
1. A corsetprovided with the tongues b, pro-

jected upwardly from the bust toward the

shoulders and having the stiffeners d ex-
tended from the bust into such tongues, the
bust portion being provided internally with
the vertical straps 7, extended across the bust
and operating to draw the tongues backward
and project the bust forward, and the middle
of the corset between the tongues being ex-
tended above the bust toward the mneck to
support the dress between the tongues, sub-
stantially as herein set forth.

9. The chest-corset fitted to the front of the

figure only and provided with the bust portion

a, having the upwardly-projecting tongues D,
with ribs d extended from the bust into such
tongues, the internal straps f, stretched verti-
cally across the bust and the middle of the
corset being extended above the bust toward
the neck to support the dress between the
tongues, as and for the parpose set forth.

3" The chest-corset fitted to thefrontof the
ficure only and provided with the bust portion
a, having the upwardly-projecting tongues b,
with ribs d extended from the bust into such
tongues, the ribs e within the bust portion
transverse to the ribs d, and the internal

straps f, stretched vertically across the bust,

the whole arranged and operated substan-

tially as set forth. |
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses. |

BENJAMIN VIAU.

Witnesses:
H. J. MILLER,
F. C. FISCHER.
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