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To all whom it may concermn: .

Be it known that I, CHARLES R. HARRIS, of
Williamsport, in the county of Lycoming and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Clasps for
Suspenders and like Articles; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and

_exact description of the invention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

pertains to make and use the same. |
My invention relates to an improvement in

clasps for suspenders and like articles.

Heretofore the metal loop carried by the

button-hole strap has been secured within a

leather or fabric loop attached by threads to

the main suspender-straps. Such a construc-
tion is defective in that the contact.of-the
leather or fabric with the metal loop soon
causes the former to split or tear at the point
of contact thus rendering the suspenders
worthless. | -

The object of my invention is to provide an
ornamental metal clasp for securing together
the rear ends of the main suspender-straps,
and also form a solid and substantial bearing
for the loop carried by the button-hole strap.

With these ends in view my invention con-

sists in the parts and combinations of parts,

as will be more fully described, and pointed
out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
a view of the rear ends of the main suspend-
er-straps, showing my invention applied there-
to. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the clasp
partly opened. TFig. 3 is a view in elevation
of the blank. Fig. 4 is a view in elevation
through the strap and clasp, and Fig. § is a

view of the inner face of the clasp attached
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to suspenders. -

Arepresents the mainsuspender-straps, and
the button-hole straps, the latter being pro-
vided at their upper ends with a clasp D, car-
ryingthe loopE. Thisloop can beoblongand
angular in shape, as shown, or it may be cir-

cular or any other convenient shape, and 1s

loosely mounted in the lower end of the me-
tallic clasp F, which latter forms the subject-
matter of the present invention. This clasp
F when applied tothe strapsis V-shaped, with
straight sides and lower end, but it is evident
that the lower end could be rounded or curved
tosuitthe taste of the user or the convenience

of the manufacturer. The blank G, from

which the clasp is formed, is struck up from
suitable sheet metal, and is provided on 1ts
side edges with teeth @ and on its extreme
lower edge or tongue d with teeth D. 'The
blank is also V-shaped, and is provided on op-
posite sides near its lower end with notches
or cut-away sections ¢, which latter permit
the end and sides to be bentover toward the
body of the clasp or onto the main strap A,
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and also afford openings for theloop E. "The

‘blank D when constructed with an open front,

as shown in the drawings, is bent at or near
its center over onto itself,and the teeth o ans
b are bent inwardly at right angles to the body
of the clasp, so as to enter and engage the

straps A. The clasp, instead of being con-

structed with an open front, as shown in Figs.
1 to 4, inclusive, may have a closed front, or

it may have a skeleton or open-work front.

With either of these latter constructions the
blank instead of being bent centrally, as be-
fore referred to, would of course be bent In
lines parallel or approximately parallel with
its side edges and bottom, sufficient material
being turned under to overlap the side edges
of the straps A. With the open front clasp

theinnerand outer edgesof both sides thereot

are provided with teeth, while with the closed
fronts the outer edges only are toothed.
Before the blank G is shaped the loop Eis
placed on the lower end or tongue d, which
latter is then turned to the position shownin
Fig. 2. Thesidesof theclasparethen turned
up, as shown in said figure, against the side
edges of the end section d, thereby locking the
Joop inplace. When the blank is thus shaped,

| the two ends of the straps A are placed in po-

sition between the teeth or under the teeth,
as the case may be, and the section d forced

‘against same, the teeth of said section pene-
After section d has been
forced into position, or simultaneously with

trating both straps.

the forcing of said section against the straps,
the side sections are also bent downwardly
onto the straps,thus completely and effect-
ually locking the clasp to the straps and se-
curing the ends of the straps against separa-
tion or displacement. The end section being
below the side sections is prevented from

‘pulling out or releasing the loop,and the clasp

when in position not only forms a substantial
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connection between the main strapsand but-
ton-hole straps, but also forms a neat and or-
namental finish tothelower ends of the main
straps. o |
It is evident that numerous‘slight changes
in the construction of the clasp might be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit
and scope of my invention; hence I would
have it understood that I do not confine my-
self to the exact construction shown and de-
scribed, but consider myselfatliberty tomake
such changes as fairly fall within the Spirit
and scope of my invention.
Having fully described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

sisting, essentially, of an approximately V-

shaped body having toothed side edges, the |
latter being turned over on the body, and a |
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depending tongue at its lower end, the said
tongue being turned upwardly and over-
lapped at its upper edge by the bent side
edges of the body, substantially as set forth.

2. A clasp made of sheet metal and con-
sisting, essentially, of an approximately V-
shaped body having toothed side edges, the

latter being turned over on the body, and a

depending tongue, the latter being toothed at

its free end, the said tongue being turned up-
wardly and the teeth thereon bent inwardly
to engage the fabric to which the clasp is se-
cured, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

CHARLES R. HARRIS.

1ng witnesses.
1. A clasp made of sheet metal and con-| | -
- Witnesses:

CHAS. P. DRURY,
R. S. FERGUSON.
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