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~sponding parts, - - o
A represents the handle of the knife, and
b the cutting-blade thereof, which blade is |
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James E. MILLER, of
Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the
State of New York, have invented new and
usetful Improvements in Skinning-Knives, of
which the following, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, 18 a full, clear,
and exact description. |

T'his invention relates chiefly to-knives em-

ployed for skinning carcasses ; and the object

of the invention is to provide a knife which
shall be adapted to be operated with the
greatest facility and rapidity without danger
of scoring the hide; and to that end the in-
vention consists of a skinning-knife com posed
of a handle, two guard-blades extending from
the end of said handle and disposed parallel
side by side, the cutting-blade seated between
the guards movably in the direction of its

cutting -edge, and screws connected to the

back of the guards and adjustably sustaining

- the cufting-blade between sald guards; and

the invention also consists in certain peculi-
arities of the details of said knife and auxil-
l1ary devices connected therewith, all as here-
inafter fully described, and specifically set
forth in the claims. -

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a plan
view of-a knife embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is a back view of the same. Fig. 3 is

a plan view with one of the guard-plates and
a section of the handle removed. Figs. 4, 5,
6, and 7 are transverse sections, respectively,
on linesxa, y vy, 22z, and U U, Fig. 1. Fig.
S 18 a longitudinal section on line v v, Fig. 3;
and Fig. 9 is a detached side view of the
coupling-serew of the knife. -
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

of the usual form. To prevent said knife

~ from scoring the hide in the process of re-
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moving the same from the carcass, I apply to
opposite sides of said cutting-blade the two
guards C C’, which extend lengthwise of the

~ blade and parallel with and in proximity to

the cutting-edge thereof, allowing the latter
to protrude from the guards only slightly and
merely sufficient to allow it tocut. I prefer-
ably form said guards of thin metal plates

[ and attach one of them rigidly to the inner

side of one of the sections of the handle A,
which is divided longitudinally and has its

| sections detachably united in any suitable

manner, sald fixed guard extending from the
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end of the handle, and upon the portion

thereof from the handle to the free end of the

| guard C lies loosely the cutting- blade B,

which is thuos movable in the direction to-
ward the cutting-edge, for-the purpose here-
inafter explained. The guard (¢’ lies upon
the cutting-blade, and is secured to the guard

C by a dowel-pin «, which passes through the

two guards and through a noteh in the back

portion of the cutting-blade, as shown in Fig.
| © of the drawings.

~The back of the guard C
1s provided with & longitudinal rib b, and to
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this rib are pivoted the latches ¢ ¢, which are

‘adapted to be turned, so as to bear upon the .

exterior of the guard C’, as shown in Figs. 1
and 4 of the drawings. B
The back portion of the cutting-blade B is
provided with parallel diagonal slots d d,
through which pass coupling-pins e e, which,

it desired, may be attached directly to the

guards C C’; but in order to render the cut-
ting-blade adjustable in the protrusion of its
cutting-edge from the guards I employ coup-
ling-serews f f, which are disposed in lines
parallel with the plane of the cutting-blade
and pass through perforations in the rib b,
and through nuts ¢ ¢, confined endwise be-
tween the back of the rib, and keepers A 7,
secured to said rib. The shanks of said
screws are slotted longitudinal, as shown in
Fig. 6 of the drawings, and straddle the back
portion of the cutting-blade, and through
sald shanks pass the coupling-pins e 6, which
also pass through the diagonal slots of the
cutting-blade, as hereinbefore deseribed.
To allow the cutting-blade B to be moved
out from the guards sufficiently to allow the
said blade to be sharpened when required, I
employ the following devices in connection
therewith. The inner side of one of the sec-
tions of the handle A, I form with a recess <,
extending from the end adjacent to the cut-
ting-blade nearly the entire length of the

handle, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings,
and from said recess through one side of the
handle extends a longitudinal slot. In the
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‘recess T place a longitudinally-movable push-

bar s, provided with a thumb-piece k, which
projects through the aforesaid longitudinal
slot, s0 as to be accessible on the exterior of
the handle. To this push-bar is pivoted one
end of a metallic strap /, the opposite end of
which is coupled to the cutting-blade I3. By

pushing the thumb-piece & toward theend of

the handle adjacent to the guards C C’ and
blade B the push-bar 7, by means of the
strap [, pushes the cutting-blade longitudi-
nally, and the engagement of the coupling-

~ pins e e with the diagonal slots d d causes
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the said blade to move outward from the
guards C C’, as represented by dotted lines
in Ifig, 6 of the drawings.

In order to cause the blade B to automati-
cally return to its guarded position, I employ
retracting-springs s s in the recess 7, which
springs are connected at one end to the piv-
oted end of the strap /[ and at the opposite
end to the screw-threaded yoke n, through

- which passes a serew o, swiveled in the end
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of the handle A. The outer end of said
serew is provided with a suitable head by
which to turn said screw. DBy means of this
screw the tension of the springs s s can be
adjusted.

Having deseribed my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | | |

1. The improved skinning-knife, consisting

of a handle, two guard-plates extending from
the end of said handle and disposed parallel
side by side, the cutting-blade seated between
the gunard-plates, movable in the direction of
its cutting-edge, and screws connected to the
back of the gunards and adjustably sustaining
the cutting-blade between said guards, as set
forth and shown. |

2. The combination, with the handle, of two

onard-plates extending from the end of said
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handle and disposed parallel side by side,

the cutting-blade seated between the guard-

plates, movable in the direction of its cutting-
edge, and provided with diagonal slots in its
back portion, and coupling-serews connected
to the back of the guards, adjustable longi-
tudinally, and provided with pins extending
through the aforesaid slots, substantially as
described and shown.

3. The combination, with the handle, of two
oguard-plates extending from the end ot the
handle and disposed parallel side by side,
the cutting-blade seated between said guards,
movable in the direction of its cutting-edge,
and provided with diagonal slots in its back
portion, coupling-screws parallel with the
plane of the cutting-blade and having shanks
slotted longitudinally and straddling the
back portion of the cutting-blade, pins pass-
ing transversely through the said shanks and

through the slots of the cutting-blade, nuts t

o
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on said screws, and keepers on the guard-
plates confining the nuts endwise, as set forth.
4. The combination, with the handle, of a

cunard-plate rigidly attached to and extending

from the end of said handle, a guard-plate

detachably connected to the stationary guard-
plate, and the cutting-blade seated between
said guard-plates and sustained with its cut-
ting-edge protruding from the edges of the
cuard-plates, as set forth.

5. The combination, with the -handl.e, of a
onard-plate rigidly attached to and extending

from the end of the handle and formed with

a longitudinal rib along its back, the cutting-
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blade lying upon the said guard-plate and

sustained with its cutting-edge protruding
from the edge of said plate, a guard-plate ly-

ing removably upon the ecutting-blade,a dowel-

pin passing through the two guard-plates,
and latches on the rib of the stationary plate
and adapted to bear on the exteriorof the re-

‘movable guard-plate, as set forth and shown.

6. In combination with the handle and
cuard -plates extending therefrom, the cut-
ting-blade seated movably between the guard-
plates and provided with parallel diagonal
slots, coupling-pins passing through said slots,
and a push-bar movably econnected to the han-
dle and coupled to the cutting-blade, as set
forth and shown. | | |

7. In combination with the handle and
cuard-plates extending therefrom, the cut-
ting-blade seated movably between the guard-
plates and provided with parallel diagonal

slots, coupling-pins passing through said slots,

a push-bar movably connected to the handle
and coupled to the cutting-blade, and a spring
in the handle retracting the push-bar, as set
forth. -

3. The combination of the handle divided

longitudinally and provided with a recess in

its interior and with a longitudinal slot in its
side, guard-plates extending from the end of
said handle, the cutting-blade seated movably
between the guard-plates and provided with
parallel diagonal slots, coupling-pins passing
through said slots, a push-bar seated in the
recess of the handle and provided with a
thumb-piece projecting through the slot in
the side of the handle, a strap pivoted to the
push-bar and coupled to the cutting-blade, a
serew swiveled in the end of the handle and

extending into the recess thereof, a screw-

threaded yoke connected to the inner end of
said screw, and retracting-springs connected
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to said yoke and pivoted end of the strap,

substantially as described and shown.,
In testimony whereof I have hereunto
signed my name this 19th day of April, 1890.
JAMES E. MILLER. [f.s.]
Witnesses: | -
J. J. LLAASS,
MARK W. DEWEY.
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