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To (&ZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDwaARrD L. WICCLAIN
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Greenfield, in the county of Highland “and

State of Oth have invented celtmn new and

useful Improvements in Animal-Traps; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the mventmn
reference being had to the annexed dr awings,
which form a pmb of this Spemﬁea,tlon

My invention comprises certain improve-
ments in the construction of animal-traps, the

details of said improvements being hereinaf-

ter more fully descubed, and then pomted
out in the claims.

Inthe annexed drawings, Figure 1-is a per-

spective view of my &mmal—tmp in its nor-
I'ig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-

mal position.

- tion showing the r ap in the act of being set.
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intruder.

_‘pmtmn of a 1110(11

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the trap after be-

ing set and baited. Fig. 4 is an enlarged

Sectlonal elevation of the hinge-plate and its |

IFig. 5 18 a side elevation of a
ed form of the trap. Fig.
6 1 a sectionized plan of the slotted 0‘1.1&1(1-
plate. Ifig.7 is aside elevation of said plate.

A repr esents the base or stationary mem-
ber of the trap, which base has a central and
longitudinal slot «, that is preferably formed
by the cheeks B B’ of a guard-plate C, the
latter being perforated at ¢ to admit serews
D, wher ewith said plate 1s secured to the up-
per surface of base A and at one end thereof.
Cheeks B B’ are pierced transver sely, as seen
at b0’ in Fig. 6, to admit a pivot e, where-
with the mwulm lug E.of hmne-plate E is
jointed to- %fud cheeks 77%,in Fig. 4, are
screws that fasten this plate to the 1owe1 end
of a vertical standard G, the opposite extremi-
ties of said plate bemff' provided with inte-
oral c)rlmdneal sockets IT I, that admit the
Spunn—coﬂs i i of a wire bow or frame I,

accessories.

‘which latter may be furnished with a wire

net-work J, so as to form a flap that will the
more eﬂfeetua,lly imprison the animal or other
The extreme inner ends of coils

2 1" are so fastened to the plate F as to cause

the bow or frame I to bear upon the base A

with considerable pressure.
KK

the upper surface of base A.

prompt and ef

from the hook 7.

are plate-springs, the fixed ends of -

| free ends trm*el se staples k&’ of st:zmdard G,

and thereby maintain said standard in its
normal or erect position. Turthermore, this
standard has pivoted to it at{ a trigger 1,

the lower end of which takes the shape of a
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bait-hook I/, the principal portion of said.

trigger being preferably housed within a
groove M, whose lower end communicates with
a pit m to acecommodate the bait N.
the trap is in i1ts normal position, as seen 1n

When
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Fig. 1, the stress of springs K K’ causes the )
hinged standard G to be vertical, while at

the same time the coils 7 2" hold the bow 1
down tightly against the base A; but the trap ¢
can be set in a few minutes by proceeding as

tollows: The upper or free end of standard G
is swung forward either by hand or foot,

thereby gradually overcoming the tension of

springs K K’ and causing said standard to
assume the practically horizontal position
seen in Fig. 2, in which position the trigger
L readily engages with the bow or frame I.
Pressure bemﬂ' then removed from the stand-

ard, it is &utonmtieally restored to its erect

position by the springs I K’, the guard-plate
C preventing the hinge-plate I cutting into
This elevation
of the standard 1mpcu’rs considerable extra
tension to the coils 7 2" and sets the trap in
such a eondltlon as to enable it to perform
fective service the instant any
animal meddles with the bait N suspended

which latter immediately swings down as far
as possible and imprisons the intruder be-
tween sald bow and the base A, which im-
prisonment is rendered ore effective with
mice and other small animals by providing
sald bow with the wire net-work J; but when

the trap is made exclusively for l&w‘e ani-

mals this net is omitted. |
The spring or springs for antomatically re-
storing the smnd%rd toits erect position may

e mochﬁed to suit cucumstances, a coiled
spring being seen in Ifig. 3, which spring has

eﬂemlons 0 0" secur ed 1e5peet1vely, to base

A and standard G.- With this construction

the lug X and pivot e could be dispensed
with, as a pau of springs similar to the de-

which are attached to the base A, while their | vice 0 0 ¢ would a{fcnd the 01113? hinge nec-

The least tug at the bait
disengages the trigger I. from the bow I,
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essary for a-small trap; butin the other modi- | trigger when the trap is set, and a pairof in-
- fication (shown in Fig. 5) a single plate-spring | dependent springs I K, havmﬂ their fixed
| P is employed, with- “one end “secured to the | ends secured fo said base and then free ends 30
~ base A and its free end bearing aﬂ'a,lmt the | inserted within staples %k %’ of said standard,
s standard G. as herein described.

-~ FKinally, I do not claim the broad idea of a'| 3. In combination with an animal-trap of |
- standard hinged to a base and having a trig- | the class specified, the hinge-plate F, having
-ger that engages with a spring baw or. ﬂ.:Lp an angular lug E for the. receptmn of the 35
when said standard is turned down to a hori- | pivot e, and a pair of integral sockets II H’,

10 zontal posmon but I do elmm broadly a | that admit the' colls fm.' of the spring bow ot

. .1ng the qtcmdard to 1ts normcﬂ 1)081131011 pm- | 4 ‘In eombmatwn Wlth an ammal—tmp con-
o vided said spring 1s sepamte and independ- smtmw of the base A and swinging standard 40
- ent from the spring-bow or choker. - - G, coupled thereto by the hinn‘e-pla,te i O
15 Ieclaim as my invention-- | the ouard-plate C, secured to the upper sur- - =

~ abaseand swinging Smndardem'(pled there- | B B’, which are peltma,ted horizontally at
-~ to,aspring- bow a,pphed to the base of said | b b’ and separated by a central vertical slot 45 -
-~ standard, a trigger pivoted near the top of the | a,that admits the angular lug Eof said hinge-

S 1. The combination, in an ammal—tmp, of face of said base zmd having parallel-.cheeks ~ - =

20 latter rmd adapted to engage with said bow, | plate, said lug and pelfomtlons being trav- -
" and an independent spring that automau- | ersed by the pwot e, all as herel_ﬂdes_c1_1bed_ S

~ cally restores said standard to itsrniormalpo-- In testimony wheleof I@fﬁ'{myswua,ture o
-~ gition, substantially as herein deseribed. | presence of two witnesses. =~ o
= 2, The combination, in an animal-trap, of | | EDW"ARD L MCCLAIN N
. 25 a base and a standard coupled together, the | Witnesses: - o | o
~latter being provided with a tllﬂﬂ‘el and o PUK DAVIS' R S S

------- . spring bow or frame,which engages with said | A. H. MCCLAI\T. |
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