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-~ do all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, PATRICK HENRY GRIF-

' FIN, of Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State

of New York,have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trucks for Handling
Railway-Car Wheels; andIdo hereby declare
that the following desecription of my said in-

- vention, taken in connection with the accom-
- panying sheet of drawings, forms a full, clear,
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and exact specification; which will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same. | |

- Thisinvention has general reference toim-

provementsin trucks and platforms for hand-
ling car-wheels, and especially for placing
them upon and removing them from car-
wheel-grinding machines; and it consists, es-
sentially, in the novel and peculiar combina-

‘tion of parts and details of construection, as

hereinafter first fully set forth and deseribed,
and then pointed out in the eclaims.

In the drawings already mentioned, which

serve to illustrate this invention more fully,
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JFigure 1 is a plan of the platform and a por-
tion of the track for this improved truck. Fig.

2 18 a side elevation of the same. TFig. 3 is a

side, and Fig.4 an end, elevation of the truck’

proper. ‘Iig. 5 is a plan of the same. |
Like parts are indicated by corresponding
letters of reference in all the figures.
The object of this invention is the produc-

. tion of ready means for placing car-wheels
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upon and removing them from the car-wheel-

grinding machines, being machines especially
designed and patented by me for grinding
the treads and flanges of car-wheels, and con-

sisting, essentially, of alathe having expansi-
ble arbors projecting from the ends of the

machine, and upon which arbors the wheels
are placed, emery-wheels being arranged to
operate upon the treads and flanges of said
wheels, such class of machines being well
known, so as not to require an extensive de-
scription in this case. =~ |

A is a platform constructed of timbers sup-

ported upon suitably-arranged beams ¢ and

cross-timbers a’ o'/, as clearly illustrated in
Fig.2. In this platform there is a recess A’,
wherein terminates the track, said traek con-
sisting of two rails b 0’, carried upon sleepers
¢ in proper manner and leading to the ma-

chine or machines, where said car-wheels are

to be operated upon. |

Upon the track-rails is placed a truck or

carriage consisting of a rectangular platform

D, which has in its upper surface a series of
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step-like offsets or treads d e F, of predeter-

mined rise, corresponding to the difference in
diameter of the various sizes of car-wheels as

now manufactured, so that a car-wheel, when

in an erect position upon the respective tread

of the truck, will have its central bore coin-

-clding with the arborof the grinding-machine,

sald platform of the track being provided on
1ts under side with bolsters I, having bearings

l i’ for the reception of axles %, carrying on
their outer ends flanged track-wheels H, so0 as

enable the truck to run upon said rails in a
proper manner, -
In the treads d ¢ ¥ of the truck there are
curved depressions d’ e’/ g to receive the
treads of the car-wheels, which are placed
upon the truckin a vertical position,and may

thus be easily handled and moved from place

to place in a very convenient manner, thus
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saving a large amount of manual labor that -

has heretofore been expended in the factory.
To enable the car-wheels to bereadily rolled

upon and from the truck, the edges of the

treads of its platform may be slightly rounded

| off, as shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5 at ¢/, while,

if it be so desired, some of the treads d e F,

orall of them, may be removably placed upon
the platform D, and the proper one thereof .
'y

used as oceasion requires. |

The floor-platform and the truck can cheaply
be produced in wood and iron and placed

upon the ordinary factory-floors in a manner

that will readily suggest itself to the intelli-
gent mechanie. | |
The truck heretofore desecribed for hand-
ling the car-wheels is arranged to accommo-
date wheels of twenty-eight, thirty, and thirty-
three inches, respectively, the first-mentioned
size resting upon the tread g and the last-
named size upon the tread d’; but in many
car-wheel works sizes as small as twenty-four
inches and as large as thirty-six and forty
inches are made. It would not be possible

to accommodate these variations in diameter

by a continvation of the steps d e I of the
truck without making the operation of the
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~truck inconvenient and its construction un-

wieldy. Series of auxiliary tracks b &” and

- 179" are therefore set under the truck for it to
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operate upon, so that when wheels of large

“diameter are operated upon one or both sets
of the auxiliary tracks may be removed and
the truck placed 1n posﬂzmn at a lower eleva-

tion.
The object of the platfm m heretofore de-

scribed is to enable a car-wheel to be readily
loaded upon the truck by a single operator.
This object could not be readily accomplished
without a platform, the top surface of which

is about on a level with the said truck, so as

to roll the wheel thereon, and since the car-

“wheels vary in diameter, but have to be so0

- loaded that their centers correspond with the

center of the mandrel of the grinding-machiné

~and the step-like treads of the tr uck used for
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that purpose, this platform has to be arranged

for adjustment, so as to correspond with smd

steps, and this is accomplished by means of
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a hinged section A’” of the platform A, by
Whmh it may be raised or lowered to a corre-
sponding elevation with the truck, suitable
beams being inserted under the platfmm A’

to sustain 113 firmly in position after the a,d-,

justment is made. -
The elevation of each section of the Ebll“'{ll

iary tracks is planned in relation to the steps
~on the truck, so that any diameter of wheel

~can be plaoed in position for mounting or for
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the grinding-machine, with 1its center at a

proper- height for the axle or the e\pmlding |

mandrel of the erinding-machine to enter Lhe
bore of the Wheel -
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The car-wheel, when upon the truck, rests
with its tread in the curved portion of the

respective step, and thus sustains itself (or
in an erect position, so that the

workman can. push the truck by the wheel,
and thus move it along to the grinding-ma-
chine, the platform bem . pr efelably placed
in close proximity to said machirie. .
Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure to me by
Letters Patent of the United States— |
1. As a means for handling railway - car
wheels, a fixed inclined platform having a re-

cess, as desceribed, and an adjustable section

in said platform terminating at said recess
and being supported upon beams, as set forth,
whereby said adjustable section may be re-

tained at suitable height,-as .:md for the pur-

pose stated.

2. Atruck f01 hEL[ldlII]ﬂ‘ car- wheelq, consist-
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ing of a platform- theleon having a series of
step-hke treads provided with cur ved depres-

sions, the bolsters underneath said platiorm
provided with bearings, the axles, and wheels,
as and for the object specified.

3. In a car-truck for handling car-wheels,

the platform provided with a series of step-
like treads having curved depl esc_uons, as set

forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention T have hereto set my hand in
the presence of two subscribing witnesses.
PATRICK HENRY GRIFFIN.
Attest: |
MICHAREL J. STARK,
WM. O. STARK.
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