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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 431, 086 dated J 1113r 1, 1890,
Application filed Dacamber 12, 1889, RSerial No. 333, 455. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JusTtUus A. TRAUT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Britain, in the county of Hartford and State
of Conn ecticut, haveinvented certain new and
ugeful Improvements in Bottle-Openers, of
which the following is a specification.

The invention 1‘01&‘[68 to the class of br.)ttle-
openers formed of a pair.of levers pivoted to-

gether and provided with jaws adapted to
-grasp the stopper, and the object is to pro-

vide a cheap implement of this class with
peculiarly-shaped grasping-jaws that can be

made to grasp and firmly hold a cork without

cutting or breaking it into pieces when the
cork is being removed from the bottle.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,

'Figme 1 13 a plan view of the implement.
I an edge view of one of the levers,

g, ¢

and Fig. 3 1s a %ee‘umml view of one of the

levers on plmm denoted by the brohen line

x x of Kig. 2.

In the views the letters ¢ ¢ indicate a pair
of similar levers, which are cast or forged
into shape from any suitable metal. These
levers are secured together by a pivot b near
one end, and on one side of the pivet are
shaped 1nto blades ¢ ¢, so as to form shears,
that may be used to sever the wire, cord, or
metal fastening which 1s used to hold corks
in place in themouth of a bottle.
on the opposite side of the pivot, between
the handles d d and the.pivot, are formed on
curves of different radii, to provide grasping-
jaws e f for corks of various sizes. At inter-

vals along these curved jaws grooves ¢ are
made transversel y of the levels and agroove |
/i is made longitudinally of the 161*{31% whleh |

—

The levers |

cuts each of the transverse grooves ¢, so that
a row of teeth is formed along both edges
of the curved portions of the levers. It 1s
preferred that these groovesshould be circu-
lar and at sufficient dlbtance apart to make
wide blunt teeth, each tooth being a trun-

cated pyramid rather than coming to a point,

so that the teeth will compress the fiber of
the cork and settle into its surface without
cutling or tearing its fiber, as would be' the
case if the teeth were sharp. With teeth
formed in this manner the fiber of the cork
Is not torn,so that the strength of the cork is
not impaired, and it will not tear to pileces
when it 1s being removed from a bottle. By
forming two rows of teeth, one near each edge
of the jaws, a wide friction or grasping sur-

tace 18 provided, leaving a space between

them into which the material of the cork may
expand when compressed, thereby not only
preventing the teeth from sinking deeply
into the edge of the cork, but also, by reason
of the ridge of compressed cork within the

groove, preventing the tool from slipping up

or down and working off from the cork.

I claim as my invention—

A Dbottle-opener consisting of a pair of piv-
oted levers provided with jaws formed upon
one or more curves near the pivot, the said
jaws being provided with a row of blunt

teeth ELlOI]ﬂ their upper and lower edees, and
a 1011011311(]1113,1 groove betweensald rows, Sub-'
Stantmlly as Qpeelﬁed -

]USTUS A. TRAU"I".
Witnhesses:

- GEORGE U. TRAUT

JAMES SHEPARD.
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