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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

SETH CURLIN, OF UNION CITY,

TENNESSEE.

DECOY.

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No 430,565, dated J une 17, 1890,

_. Applm&tmn filed J anuary 3, 1890

Senal No. 335,761, (No model)

To all whom it may concern: ]

Be it known that I, SETH CURLIN, a citizen
of the United States, and a resident of Union

. City, in the county of Obion and State of Ten-

nessee, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Decoys; and I do hereby.
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art 130 which
1t appertains to make and use the same. |

My invention relates to improvements in
decoys, which will be hereinafter fully de-
seribed.

Heretofore it has been common to make a
decoy of rubber adapted to be inflated by
blowing air in the same; butI have found by

practical experience that sueh decoys are

very expensive to manufacture, are not dura-
ble, and hence they do not meet with favor

from sportsmen, and in addition to these ob-

Jections the rubberis liable to become cracked
or broken, which causes the decoy to collapse
as the air escapes from the inflated body, thus

rendering the decoy useless, because the vent

cannot be repaired by the owner.
It is the object of my invention to overcome

“these objections; and the invention consists
in a decoy as an article of manufacture, made |

of textile material, the parts of which are cut
in suitable shape and united together, adapted
to be inflated,and having its extellor surface

- made water-proof and painted in imitation of

a sultable fowl, the body of the decoy con-
taining a free liquid—such as oil or a thin

paste—which liquid, when diffused over the |

interior surface of the decoy, and owing to
the pressure of the air within the decoy, 18

-~ adapted to fill or close up any breaks which

40
having an internal brace or stay, which oper- |
erably of the peculiar configurations shown

45

may occur in the body of the decoy
My invention further consists in a decoy

ates to limit the displacement of the walls of
the decoy, and thereby insure proper form or
shape to the decoy.

My invention further consists in the pecu-
liar construction and arrangement of parts, as
will be hereinafter more. fully descu.....ed and

.claimed.

To enable others to more readily understand
my invention, I will now proceed to a detailed
description thel eof in connectlon with the
accompanying dr

Figures I, II, and III are views in side ele-
vation, top plan, and bottom plan, respect-
ively, of my improved decoy before 1t 1S wa-
| terproofed and painted to finish the same.
Fig. IV is an elevation after the decoy has
been finished for use. - Fig. V is a longitudi-
nal sectional view through the decoy.

« o of Fig. IV.
Referring to the dr &wmﬂs, in Whmh like

‘parts in all the figures, 1 designates the body

{i of a decoy constr ucted in accordanee with my 6

invention; 2, the neck of the decoy,and 3 the
head ther eof

| The entire decoy is made of textile mate-
' rial or fabric, rendered water-proof by suit-
able treatment, and painted in imitation of a

have illustrated as an embodiment of my in-
-vention a duck; but I do not, of course, re-
strict myself to this particular kind of fowl.
In practice I utilize canvas or similar mate-

coy:; but it is obvious that any kind of cloth
or textile fabric can be used without depart-
ing from my invention.

As shown in Figs. I and II, the top and
‘Dbottom of the body of the decoy are made of

shapes to conform to the shape of the fowl it
is desired to imitate, and the top and bottom
are joined together by side pieces 7, which
are pr efelably sewed to the edges of the top
and bottom, thus forming the body of the de-
¢oy, the bottom being somewhat longer than
the top and e\tended at the front end bheyond
-the corresponding end of the top.

made of the two side pieces 8 9, the back
piece 10, and the front 11, which are all pref-

and united together, the lower edges of said
pieces being united to the body of the decoy.
- The sevelal pieces of textile fabric are all
‘securely united together to produce an .air-
tight decoy capable of being inflated or dis-
‘tended to float on the surface of the water,
and the textile fabric 1s treated with a Suit-
able compound, preferably oil, to render the
‘decoy impervious to water. The decoy is

| then pamted to closely resemble the fowl it

Fig.-
V1 1is a transverse sectloual view on the lme-

numerals of reference. denote corresponding

separate pieces 5 6, and are cut in suitable

The breast, neck,and head of the decoy are

55
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certain desired fowl, and in the drawings I -
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rial as the textile material formaking the de-

30

Q0

95

100




2

i8 desired to imitate; but it is obvious that

- the waterproofing treatment and painting of

the textile fabric can be accomplished at a
single operation by applying a water-proof
paint to the decoy. I prefer, however, to
first treat the textile fabric with a water-
proof oil, and then paint the decoy, because
the oil renders and preserves the decoy in a

- soft and pliable state, so that it can be com-

10

15

pactly folded and inflated any number of
trmes without liability to c¢rack or injure the
decoy, and ice will not adhere to the decoy,

-which is highly desirable, whereby the dura-

bility of the decoy is promoted, and it-is ren-
dered convenient to pack or store away with-
In a small space without injury.

- By making the decoy of textile fabric and

~ treating the same to render it water-proof

20

and to closely resemble a certain desired fowl
1t can be manufactured at a slight cost, and
18 more satisfactory to the owner on account

of 1ts increased durability, non-liability to |

become injured, and convenient to handle
and store away. |

It frequently occurs that cracks or vents.

form in the body of the decoy when it has
been in use for some time or subjected to

“rough usage, and hence the efficiency of the

20

35
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decoy is impaired, because the air escapes
from the body and it collapses. I have dis-
covered that by placing a small quantity of
live or free liquid—such as oil or a thin
paste—in the body .of the decoy when the
latter isinflated the liquid will close or fill up
the vents or crevices formed in the body owing
to the pressure of the air within the decoy,
and thereby prevent the escape of the air
and the consequent collapsing of the decoy.

When a decoy is first inflated before being
placed in thewater, any vent or erevice there-

erator by the diminution or reduction of the
air-pressure in the decoy, and in some cases
the vent can easily be located or found by
the escape of the air. The decoy is then re-
verted and turned in various directions to
cause the free live oil or paste to coat the in-
terior surface of the decoy with a thin film of
oil, &e., and the escaping air will carry a suf-

ficient quantity of the free liquid to the vent |

or crevice to close and seal the same. The
decoy is now blown up orinflated again, and
the air is compressed as highly as is possible

by blowing into the decoy, after which it is in |

condition for use and can be placed in water.
I prefer to employ a suitable oil for closing
the vents under atmospheric pressure in the
body of the decoy, because a substance of
this nature operates to make the body of the
decoy water-proof; but the prime end of clos-
ing the vent under the pressure of the air
within the body can be accomplished by a
thin paste of water and mud, which can be
made and supplied by the owner should he
be placed in a position where a supply of oil
cannot readily be procured. ,
Within the body of the decoy I arrange a

T

430,565

brace or stay 15, which ig secured to the walls
of the body and operates to limit the dis-
placement of the walls with relation to each
other, thus serving to maintain the decoy 1n
good shape and form when it is properly in-
flated. As shown in Figs. III and IV, the
brace or stay is arranged longitudinally of
the body in the middle thereof, and itextends
from the rear end or tail of the body to the
front end or neck of the decoy; but this ar-
rangement can be varied or changed—as, for
instance, one or more stays may be arranged
transversely across the body. The ends or
edges of the stays are united to the top and
bottom or to the sides of the body of the de-
coy, and said stay is made of textile fabric,
so that the decoy can be compactly folded.
- The decoy 1s inflated by blowing air into

‘the same through an air-valve 16, which de-

pends from the bottom of the body at a suit-

able point.
it passes through the body, to which 1t 18

i united by means of the flanges 17 and a me-
tallic washer 19, which are headed down upon

‘the bottom wall of the body.

pends from the decoy, so that ready access

can be had thereto for inflating the decoy,
‘andtheupper end of the nozzle extends within

| the body of the decoy for a suitable distance

|

‘above the bottom thereof to prevent the free
Jiquid from entering the nozzle when the de-
The air-valve

1is closed by means of a plug 19/, as shown,

¢oy is in an upright position.

which can be readily manipulated to open or
close the valve.

The operation and advantages of myinven-
tion will be readily understood and appre-

ciated by those skilled in the art to which it
relates from the foregoing description, taken

place “in connection with the drawings.
- 1n will be brought to the attention of the op- |

I am aware that changes in the form and
proportion of parts and details of construe-
tion, as well as in the materials or substances
herein specified, can be made without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing the ad-
vantages of my invention, and I would there-
fore have 1t understood that I reserve the
right to make such echangesand substitutions

as tfall within the scope of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— | |

1. As a new article of manufacture,abuoy-
ant decoy constructed of textile material cut
in sultable shape and united together, said
decoy being rendered water-proof and painted
in imitation of a desired fowl, the body of
the decoy containing a free liguid, which,
owing to the pressure of the air within the
decoy, 1s adapted to fill or close any crevices

or vents which may occur in the decoy, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose desecribed.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a hol-
low buoyant decoy containing a -free liquid,
substantially as described, which, when dif-

fused over the interior surface of the same,

18 adapted, owing to the pressure of the air

This valve is made of metal, and

Thisnozzle de-
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within the decoy, to fill up or close a crevice

~or vent which may occur in the decoy, as set
- f01th

As a new article of manufacture, a hol-
10w decoy having an internal brace adapted
to limit the chspleeement of the walls of the
decoy, for the purpose described, subsmntmlly

-as set forth,

4. As a new article of manufacture, a hol-
low decoy provided with an internal brace,

which is arranged longitudinally of the same

and united at the edﬁee or ends to opposite
walls of the decoy, Subsmntmlly as and for
the purpose described.

5. As a new article of manufactur e, a buoy-
ant decoy constructed of textile fabrie, the

body of which is composed of the top, Dot

tom, and side pieces, which are suitably united
tog ethel the head neck, and breast of said

front piece, and back piece, which are united
together and to the body, substantially as
herein shown and described.

6. As a new article of manufacture, a hol-
low buoyant decoy having a depending air-
valve, which is secured to the bottom of the
decoy, the upper end of said air-valve being
extended vertically into the body of the de-
coy and for a suitable distance above the

bottom of the same, for the purpose deseribed, 30

substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I af
presence of two witnesses.

SETH CURLIN.

Witnesses:
- SaMmL. R. BRMTON
J. M. ORMLEY.

| decoy being composed of the side pieces, the 20

1X My mgnetule m
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