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To all whom it ma,y CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL SANDERS, a citi-

~ zen of the United States, residing at Monte-
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zuma, in the county of Poweshiek and State

of Towa, have invented certain new and use-
| with the usual buckle, whereby it may be

ful Improvements in Vehicle-Top Supports;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such a’s will enable othersskilled in the art to

which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, and to the letters of reference
nmrked ther eon, which form a part of thls'

specification.
My invention has relation to certain new

and useful improvements in vehicle-top sup- |

ports; and it consists i1n the improved con-
struction and combination of parts, as will
be hereinafter more fully set forth and de-
scribed.

In the acco_mpanying drawings, Figure 118
a side view of a buggy-top, showing my sup-
port attached thereto, the dotted lines indi-
cating the top thrown back. Iig. 2 18 an en-
larged detail view of the back bow with the
attachment applied. Xig. 3 is a detaill view
of the clip or ferrule for securing the spring,

“and Fig. 4 is an end view of the spring.

Like letters of reference reter to like parts
throughout the several views.

Referri ing to the drawings, the letter A in-
dicates the rest or top-prop of an ordinary
buggy or other vehicle, and B the back bow.

The letter C indicates ashoe, preferably of

malleable iron, said shoe being concaved or
shaped so0 as to conform to the contom of the

back bow, and is formed or provided with de-

pending arms ¢ ¢,said arms having the lower
ends bent forwardly. This Shoe 1s secured
to the back bow by means of clips D D, the
upper ends of which are provided with screw-
threaded apertures d d to receive transverse
screws H K, which serve to regulate the ten-
sion of the clips and alsosecure them in place.
The shoe is further secured to the back bow
by means of a screw F, passing vertically

- through the rear end thereof into said back
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bow. This screw also serves to prevent any

longitudinal movement of the shoeshould the
clips in any manner become loose.”

The letter G indicates a yielding rod or
spring having its forward end slightly curved

loop.
to the depending arms of the shoe by means

11pimrd a,nd ad&p,ted to be supported by the
rest or prop A. This forward end is provided
at its extremity with an elongated slot g,
which is adapted to receive a strap H, said
strap passing over the back bow and pr ovided

adjusted so as to secure the proper length of
The rear end of the spring is seculed

of ferrules or chps I I, the sides thereof em-
bracing the spring and arms, while vertical
rivets or bolts J J hold the pa,lts securely to-

o ethel

It will be seen from the f01eﬂ0111c=‘ descrip-

| tion that the clips and yleldmo' rod or spring

are constructed separately from the shoe, the
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parts being secured together bysuitable con-

| nections; also, that by providing the end of

the spring with an eiongated slot for the re-
ception of a strap clothing, &c.,are prevented

from damage by being hooked upon the end

of the spring, as would likely be the case were
this strap omitted. It 1s obvious, however,
that the shoe, clips, and spring may all be

constructed in one piece without departing

from the spirit and scope of my invention,
although the construction herein shown and
desaubed by me is the preferred plan, inas-
much asthe cost of manufacture is materially
reduced, and, at the
portion of the device become damaged or

broken it may be readily replaced, whereas

when the parts are formed integral damage

or breakage to one portion will destroy the

efficiency of the entire device.

My invention possesses the advantage of be-
ing simple in construction and exceedingly
durable in use and can be manufactured at
a very small cost.
can be attached to any back bow, while no
trouble whatever is experienced in raising or
lowering the vehicle-top. It will also be ob-

served that by my arrangement the weight

of the top is thrown so far back as to entir ely
prevent the breaking of the back bow and
thus avoiding clalnaﬂe to the top or seat.

Having thus deser ibed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to seeure by Letters P&tent
of the United States, 18—

1. In a vehicle-top support, the combina-
tion, with the back bow of a vehicle,of a con-

cave shoe fitting the back bow and prowded |

The device, furthermore,
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same time, should any
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- through said clips and

1O

with depending arms, the ends of the latter
being bent forwardly, elips for securing the

- shoe tothe back bow, a yielding rod or spring
~with its forward end bearing upon the rest

or prop of the vehicle, clips or ferrules for se-

curing the rear end of the spring to the for-
wardly-extending portions of the depending

arms, and vertical rivets or bolts passing

arms, substantially as
set forth. I - R
2. In a vehicle-top support, the combina-

- tion, with a back bow of a vehicle, of a shoe

- formed or provided with depending arms, the
ends of the latter being bent forwardly, clips
for securing the shoe to the back bow, trans- |
verse serews passing through screw-threaded |
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apertures in the upper ends of said clips, a

vertical screw passing through the rear end

of the shoe into the back bow, yielding rod

or spring, clips or ferrules embracing the

sides of the spring and the forwardly-extend-
ing portions of the depending arms, and ver-

tical rivets or bolts for securing the clips or
terrules to the forwardly-extending portions

of the arms, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

1n presence of two witnesses.
SAMUEL SANDERS.

Witnesses:
GEO. W. WILSON,
F. A. BONEWELL.
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