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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, JOHN M. MAST, of Cam-_
‘bridge, in the county of Lancaster and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Button-Hole Shields

‘and Latches for Carriage-Curtains, of which
the following is a full clear, :;md ex&ct de--

- scription.
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- My invention relates to an improved but-

ton-'-]ml'e shield andlatch for carriage-curtains,
- and has for its object to provide a device
~ whieh will tend to re-enforce the button-hole

and form a latch capable of retaining the cur-
tain upon the buttons, and also to so con-
struct the device that it will not rot or other-

wise damage the curtains by 1eta1n1110'

moisture.

The invention consists in the novel con- |
struction and combination of the several parts,

as will be hereinafter fully set forth, and
pointed out in the claims.

Reterence is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this Speelﬁcatmn
In whlch sumlal 1ettels and figures of refer-
ence indicate corresponding pﬂuts in all the
views.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the applied
device, illustrating it as in position to lock
the curtain to the button, the latter being in
section. Ifig. 2 is a vertical section on line
x x of Fig.1. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of
the device applied to a curtain. Fig. 4 is a
rear view of the device so applied, and Fig.
5 18 a perspective view of the device detached.

The deviee consists of a single piece of
spring-wire bent to shape, so that one end
of the wire 10 may be rigidly secured in
any suitable manner to the inner face of the
curtain 11 at one side of the button-hole 12
near the bottom of the said button-hole, as
shown in Fig. 4. The wire is then carried
downward to extend beneath the lower por-
tion of the button-hole and upward over the
same, to form essentially the letter C, as
shown in the said figure. Abovethe button-
hole the wire passes through the curtain to
the front, as illustrated at a, and assumes an
oval shape upon the ounter face of the curtain

around the button-hole, as shown at A in
Figs. 1 and 2

14 in Fig

sentially, a bpllnﬂ"-lateh
sections of the wire are secured to one an-
~other and to the curtain by means of suitable

The wire at the sides of the !

 at 13 in Fig. 3, whereby a space is obtained

FFICE.

between the curtain and the said intermedi-

ate sections of the wire. When the wire, in
forming the outer or oval frame A contacts
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with that portion passed through the inner

to the outerside, it is carried at a right angle

from one side of the oval A, as illustrated at
. 5, and bent upon itself to torm a

loop, the lower section of the loop being

passed beneath the body sections 13 of the
oval frame and out beyond the opposite side
‘That portion of the

to form a handle 15. |
bow-section of the wire 14 between themem—-
bers of the oval frame is curved downward,

as illustrated at 16 in Fig. 3, which curved or
concave portion crosses the button-hole. The -

sections 14, 15, and 16 of the wire form, es-
"The front and rem

staples 17.

In operation, when the buiton 18 is passed
through the button-nole of the curtain, the
latch is pushed upward, and after the head
of the button has been forced through the
button-hole the lateh is released, whereupon
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the curved or convex portion 16 of the lateh -

contacts with the neck of the button to the
rear of the head, eﬁectmﬂly binding the cur-
tain thereto.

80

It will be observed that by reason of the |

skeleton frame employed in the construction
of the device thereis bat little danger of the
cloth or material from which the curtain is
made being rotted or otherwise destroyed by
the rusting of the device, as it is preferably
made of brass wire japanned, or by the re-
tention of moisture; and 1t will also be ob-
served that the frame of the device consti-

Q0

tutes 1n a great measure a guard or shield

for the button-hole.
complete before being placed upon the cur-
tain, and 1t is necessary only to produce a
small hole in the curtain to introduce one
member of the device, whereupon the device
may be manipulated until brought to place.

Having thus described my invention, T

claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent—
1. As a new article of manufacture, 8 com-

oval 1s bent outwmd or bowed as illustrated | bined button-hole shield and lateh for car-

The devicels constructed
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riage-curtains, consisting of an inner and | the button-hole,an outer essentially oval sec-

outer frame adapted to be secured to oppo-
site sides of a curtain around the button-hole
to form a shield therefor, and a spring-latch
passing between the two frames, and hav-
ing the portion between the members of the
frame curved, the whole being formed from
a single piece of - wire, as specified.

2. A button-hole shield and latech for car-
riage-curtains, comprising a piece of spring-
wire bent upon itself to form an essentially
C-shaped inner section partially surrounding

tion surrounding the button-hole, and a latch
integral with the oval section projected at a
right angle therefrom, one member of the
latch being carried transversely over the but-
ton-hole, substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

JOHN M. MAST.

Witnesses:
J. B. ANDES,
JESSE 1. DAUMAN.
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