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 To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Jou~x F. BROWN, a Citi-
zen of the United Stdtes residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook a,nd State of 111111015,

5 have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment 1n Order-Holders, of which the follow-
ing 18 a specification.

Thl& invention relates to the construction
of what are known among stationers as “or-

1o der-holders,” the same bemﬂ' portfolios adapt-
ed to hold written orders for merchandise
and be used by the clerk who puits up the
goods for shipment or delivery while he is en-
babed Inthatduty. A patentalreadygranted

15 to me, numbered 409,827, and dated Aun*ust |

27, 1839, shows anothel 6011:513111(3131011 of these
holders f10m that I now seek to patent, and
will serve to give a general idea of the class
of devices to WhlGh the invention relates.

20 In the accompanying dmwm% I show at
Figure 1 a plan, and at Fig. 2 an edne view,
of my newly devised holder Fln 3 18 a par-
tial edge view upon an enlarged “scale. Kig.
418 a pa,rtm,l edge view showmﬂ* the manner

25 in which the holder 18 opened when orders
are to be inserted or taken out. Figs. 5, 6, 7,
and 8 are detaill views of one of the narrow
boards embodied in the holder. | |

| My holder consists of two wide boards or

3o covers A A, two narrow boards B B, united

to the covers A by flexible joints at «, and.

springs C C, acting as clamps upon the nar-
row boards, and also serving to hold said
boards together, thereby dispensing with the
35 hinge heretofore usually employed to unite
sald Dboards. I also combine with the parts
above mentioned a fulerum-wire D, whose
function is to serve as a fulerum when the
clamp 1s to be opened, and also to confine
40 the spring-clamps upon the boards.
| The springs C have their side edges turned
down, as shown at ¢, and such turned down
edges engage with the offset portions b, pro-
vided upon each of the narrow boards at that
45 portion of such boards which lies under the
springs. This engagement by the lips ¢ and

oifset b prevents any slipping of the springs
backward, and they are held against slipping
longitudinally by the end of the offset b in
5o one direction and by the fulerum-wire in the |

other direction, the ends of the fulernm-wire
being hooked over and inserted in recesses d,
fmmed in those sides of the narrow boalds
which come together.

It will be noticed that I use two short 55
springs instead of a long one, as has herefo-
fore been customary. My object in this isfo
attain strength and durability with a small
amount of metal. There is a limit to the
length of these flat springs, unless they be 6o
made of such thin metal as to render them
impracticable for this use.

The fulerum device is capable of being
turned upon its hooked ends until its body
portion lies against the outside of one of the 63
short boards, when by reversing the covers,
as indicated at Fig. 4, and applying power‘
to them, the clamping-springs will be opened

| sufficiently to allow the putting in or taking

out of the papers for which the holder is de— 70
signed. | |
Each of the covers A and accompanying
short board B are covered with canvasin the
usual manner, such canvas forming the hinge
a. It will be noticed that the fulerum-wire 75
and the clamping-springs effectually protect
the back corners of the holder, which are
usually subjected to very severe wear and
are apt to fray out and give way before other |
portions of the holder. The front corners 8o
may be covered with 1eathel or metal e, In
the usual manner.

I claim—

. T'he combination, with the covers of an
Order holder, of clampmﬂ'-sprm% C, having 85
their side edn*es turned inwardly to form hps
¢ and engage , with the boards to which they
are a[)p11ec1 substantially as set forth.

2. In an order-holder, the combination of

_'the covers A, narrow boards B, clamping- go

Sprmﬂ*s C, hamnn* the mwmdly-tmned edges
said boards B having the offsets b to en-
ﬂ'afre with the bpunﬁ-hps C, substantmllv as

Set forth.

3. In an order-holder, the short clamping- 95
springs C, in com_bmabmn with a fulerum-
wire having 1ts ends hooked over and confin-
ing sald springs upon the holder, substan-
tlally as set forth.

4. In an order-holder having the boards B 100
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B, the combination, with such boards, of a

fulerum-wire having hooked ends let into re-
cesses ¢ upon the abufting faces of the
boards, and a clamping-spring, substantially
as set forth. |

5. In an order-holder, the sheet - metal
clamping-springs C, located at the back cor-
ners, suitably secured in place and serving
to cover and protect said corners, substan-

1o tially as sef forth.
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6. In an order-holder, the clamping-springs
C, having inward lips ¢, engaging with the
boards, in combination with the fulerum-wire
having the bent-over ends, substantially as
set forth. |

JOHN F. BROWN.

Witnesses:
H. M. MUNDAY,
EDwW. 5. EVARTS.
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