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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM F. SMITH, of
Leominster, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im-

proved Covered Top for Desks, Tables, &c., |

of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description. |

lops, &ec., of desks and tables, as well
known, have a covering of cloth, leather, or
other suitable sheet material, which is ce-
mented thereto and its edges covered and con-
cealed with a strip of gimp, leather, braid, or
such like. Coverings thus secured to be re-
moved must be torn off and thus destroyed,
and to be cleaned when soiled or defaced
with ink, &e., must be cleansed on the top,
obviously in many instances mot possible
without injury to the covering or to its ce-

menting substance, and in all instances re-

sulting in most imperfect results.

This invention relates to securing cover-
ings to tops of desks and tables; and its ob-
ject is to secure them in a manner enabling
glue or other cement or adhesive material, as
also the strip of gimp or such like, to be both
dispensed with and the coverings to be read-
1ly removed for being cleansed, or for other
purposes, and to be replaced, and all without
injury or-defacement. -

Under this invention the covered desk or
table top is made of -a frame grooved at its
inner edge and a panel to fill said frame, and
which at its edge is tongued, corresponding
with and to fit the groove of the frame, and
on 1ts upper side and contiguous to the inner
edge of the frame is grooved, in combination
with a sheet of cloth, leather, or other suit-
able material covering said panel and lying
within its groove, and a strip or strips of
wood or other suitable material in suitable
lengths shaped to fit and to be entered into
the groove of the panel, and thereby to bind
and secure the covering therein and to the
panel, all substantially as hereinafter de-
scribed. N |

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication the covered desk or table top of this
invention is illustrated.

|

Figure 1 is a plan view. Tig. 2 is a verti-
cal section, line 2 2, Fig. 1. .

In the drawings, I3 is the panel.

D is the frame, and C is the covering, of
cloth, leather, or other suitable flexible sheet
material. The panelB and frameD aremade
of wood or othersuitable material. Thepanel
B has a tongue G, which entirely surrounds
its edge and fits within a correspondingly-
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shaped groove around the inner edge of the
frame D. Furthermore, the panel B on its

upper side has a groove E, which entirely

of the frame. - . |
The covering C covers the upper surface of
the panel B,and it lies at its edges within the
groove L of the panel, wherein is also placed
and upon the cloth lying therein a strip F, of
wood or other suifable material, and of suit-
able shape and size in cross-section, together

with the thickness of cloth in the groove, as

stated, to tightly fit the groove, and thus by
being driven or forced into the groove to
firmly bind and secure the cloth therein and
over and upon and to the panel. |
The groove E of the panel B may be of
other shapes and dimensions .in cross-section
than those particularly shown, and, again, it
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may be at one side only or at two or more .

sides of the panel, preferably, however, at all
sides.

By attaching the covering C as deseribed
cement, tacks, or other fastenings, and gimp,
leather, or such like finishings for the edges
of the covering, are severally dispensed with,
and obviously the covering can be readily

i removed for being cleansed, or for being re-
placed with another, or for any other pur-

pose, and without requiring skilled or expe-
rienced labor. This invention is applicable
to desk and table slides, as well as to desk
and table tops. |
- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15— - |

The combination of a frame D, at its inner
edge having a groove, and a panel B, having

| a tongue G to fit said groove, and on its up-
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surrounds and is contiguous to the inner edge -
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per side a groove E, contiguous to the frame | In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
D, with a covering C for and lying within | my hand in the presence ot two subscribing
the groove E of the panel B, and a strip I, | witnesses.

‘entered and driven into said panel-groove L, WILLIAM F. SMITH.
¢ and thereby fastening the covering therein Witnesses: *
and to the panel and frame, substantially as C. W. CARTER,

described. o 'W. B. TENNEY.
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