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To all whomy it may concern:

~ Be it known that I, JOHN 8. JACKSON, Jr.,
of Bath, in the county of Sagadahoc and State
of Maine, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Snatch-Blocks; and Ido hereby

declare that the following is a full, clear, and -

exact description of the same.

My invention relates to snatch-blocks, and
particularly to the link closing the open side
of the block. Heretoforeit has been customary

to provide links to close the side of such

blocks, and in order to hold the link in place
a catch has been provided having a swiveled

connection with the block, so that in order to

detach the link to allow for the removal of
the rope it has been necessary to turn the
swiveled pin forming the catch so as to make
it align with the link-opening and allow the
said link to swing upon its pivot and form an
opening to the space inclosed by the block.
This operation is slow and requires the use
of both hands. In the present casel provide
the link with a spring-bolt adapted to engage
with a hook projection on the block, and by
means of a thumb-piece econnected with the
bolt T am enabled to operate the link with
one hand, while the action of the link in clos-

“ing is automadtic. _ -
In the drawings, Figure 1is an elevation ot |

*

the snateh-block embodying my improvement,
and Fig. 2 an elevation of the same.

- Arepresentstheblock, of ordinary construc-

tion, provided with a pulley b and a hook c.
The block is closed on one side and open on

sion of the rope, and for the purpose of clos-
ing this opening after the rope is in place,
and at the same time adding to the strength
of the bloek on this side, I provide a hinged
link I, made of rectangular form, having 1ts
lower bearing in an eye-d on the upper edge
of the short side of the block, and its upper
end is adapted to pass over a projection e,
having its lower face made in hook form.
Secured to the side of the link is a plate f,

‘which carries a socket arranged centrally be-

tween the sides of the link, and this socket
carries a bolt ¢, with a spring / beneath it.
A thumb-piece ¢ passes through a slot in the
front, and by this the bolt is operated. It
will be seen by depressing the thumb-piece
the link is freed from its catch and allowed
to swing outwardly to provide for the admis-
sion of the rope or the removal of the same.

What I claim 15— -

In combination with a snatch-block, a de-

viee for closing its open side, consisting of a

link with a locking-bolt interposed between
the sides of the link and secured thereto, and
a hook for engaging said link, substantially
as described. - |

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. |

JACKSON, JR.

JOHN ».

Witnesses: |
WILLIAM CRAIG,
WiLLiAM O. GIVEN.
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