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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, CHARLES T. PRATT,
of Pawtucket, in the county of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Closets;
and I hereby declare that the followlng is
a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention has 1efelence to an 1m-
proved device for automatically raising the
seat of a water-closet or any other closet, SO
that when slops or other matters are emptied
into the bowl or receptacle the seat will not
be soiled.

The invention consists in securing to the
hinged seat a bent arm and connecting the
said arm with a weighted lever, so that when
the seat is released the weight will raise the
seat to nearly the vertical position and hold
the samein this position, as will be more tully
set forth hereinafter. |

Kigure 1 is a side view of a closet, showing
my improved mechanism connected with the
seat and holding the same in the raised posi-
tion. Kig. 2 isa side view of the closet, show-

ing the seat lowered for nse and the position |

of the automatic mechanism for raising the
seat.

The object of this invention is to raise
the seat to or nearly to the vertical position
shown in Fig. 1, hold the same in this raised
position, and pl event the seat from strik-
ing against the wall or casing in the rear of
the seat as also to prevent injury to either
or both.

In the drawings, the number 3 111d10ates the
seat of a water or other closet; 4, the casing
surrounding the receptacle or the bowl of the
water-closet.

5 18 the cover, to which the seat 1s secured
by the hinge 6.

The W&ll or in the better class of houses
the casing or wainscoting, back of the closet
1S indica,t-ed by the number 7.

The mechanism consists of the arm 8, se-
cured to one edge of the seat 3. The arm &

is bent at or near the hinge 6 at a right an- |

the rear ward extension 9, prowded with the
holes 10. The lever 11, hinged in the base
12, is provided with the holes 13 and has the
adjustable weight 14, secured to the forward

end of the 1evel by the clamp-screw 15, so

that the weight may be moved on the 1eve1
nearer to or fenther from the free end of the
same and may be secured in any desired po-
sition. The bar 16 is secured to the exten-
sion 9 of the arm 8 by the short bolt and nut
17, and to the weighted lever 11 by a similar
bolt and nut 17. 'The bar 16 is provided
with a number of holes 18. The object of
the holes 10, 13, and 18 is to permit consid-
erable adjustment in the parts, so as to adapt
them to the varying conditions, particularly
the varying weight of the closet-seat. Ior
the heaviest seat the bar 16 would be secured
in the extreme outer hole of the extension 9
and in the hole nearest the hinged end of
the weighted lever 11, while for the lightest
seat the bar 16 would be secured in the hole
nearest the hinge of the extension 9 of the
arm S and in the hole nearest the Wewht 14
in the arm 11.

By the peculiar construction of the mech-
anism the seatis automatically raised. When
released, it will swing slightly beyond the
position shown in I‘w 1. It will not, how-
ever, touch the wall, as the weight quickly
arrests the momentum and returns the cover
to the vertical position shown in Fig. 1of the
drawings.

It is evident that the whole mechanism can
be placed inside the casing, as the ordinary
casings for water-closets are much wider than
the width of the seats.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent—

1. The combination, with the hinged seat
of a water-closet, of the bent arm 8, one end
secured to the seat, the hinged lever 11, pro-
vided with the weight 14, and-the bar 16, piv-
otally connected with the arm 8 and lever 11
construected to hold the seat in the raised po-
sition, as described.

2. The combination, with the 11111'3‘6(1 seat

| gle, and is again bent at a right angle to forin 50
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of a closet and the bent arm 8, having the [ to raise the seat when released, as and for the

rearward extension 9, provided with a series | purpose herein set forth. . o |
~of holes 10, of the hinged lever 11, provided | ) - -

with the 'h(;les 13, the %dj-ustable ;veight 14, { | o CHARLES T. PRATT.

-5 and the bar 16, provided with the holes 18, Witnesses:
~connected with the extension 9 of ‘the arm 8§, - M. F. BL1GH, |
and the weighted lever 11, adjustably secured | J. A. MILLER, Jr.
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