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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PARKER J. MILLER, of

county of Morrow and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and Im-

proved Combined Husking-Bench and Fod-
der-Binder, of which the tollowing is a full,
clear, and exact description.

1'he objeet of the invention is to provide a
new and improved combined husking-bench
and fodder-binder which is very simple and
durable in construction, can be readily folded
up when not in use for storing or transporta-
tion, and which is specially designed to sup-
port the bundle of corn forconvenien tly husk-
ing and then tying the fodder.

Theinvention consists of
with a central binding-beam, a rope attached
to the said beam near its onter end, and a
ring or stirrup held on the free end of the
rope. |

The invention also consists of certain parts
and details and combinations of the same, as
will be hereinafter fully described, and then
pointed out in the claims, |

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar letters of reference
Indicate corresponding partsin all the ficures.

Figurelisa plan view of the improvement,
Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the same on
line x x of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side elevation
of the improvement as folded up. Fig. 4 is
a sectional side elevation of the hinge-con-
nection between the two beams, and Fig. 5 is
a side elevation of the cord-holder., | -

1he combined husking-bench and fodder-
binder is provided with a frame A, having
two front posts B B connected with each
other near their upper ends by a longitudi-
nally-extending beam C, braced by braces D
extending from the posts B B. The frame A
Is also provided with two rear posts E K, con-
nected with each other by a longitudinal
beam F, braced by braces G, extending from
the posts E E, and similar to the braces D, be-
fore mentioned. ' _ |

In the middle of the longitudinal beam T
18 secured an upwardly-extending short post
E’, connected by a bar E? with the upper
parts of the posts E E, which project a suit-
able distance above the longitudinal beam T,
so that the posts B E E’ and the bar E2 form

a frame provided |
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| a back for the frame A. The posts E B are

connected with each other by longitudinal
transversely-extending beams I F’, pivotally
connected to the said posts, so as to fold up
when the device is not to be used. In order
to hold the frame A, however, in position
when in use, the upper beams I Hare braced
by braces I, pivotally connected at I’ to the
rear posts K, and each adapted to be connected
by a suitable serew I2 to the respective top
beam H. The screw I? can be removed from
the respective beam I to disconnect the brace
I, the said braces I being adapted to be ses
cured by said screws 12 to the lower beams
(See Fig. 3.) - o

The longitudinally-extending beams C and
I are pivotally connected with each other by
transversely-extending slats J , arranged par-
allel with the beams II H, and in the middle
of the said longitudinal beams C and F is
adapted to rest a binding-beam K, pivotally
connected at its rear end to the post B’ and
at its front end to a short lug (7, secured to
the middle of the front beam C. The front
end of the binding-beam K projeets a short
distance beyond the longitudinal beam C and
18 provided with a vertical slot K’ ,into which
Is adapted to pass a rope I, secured to the
under side of the binding-beam K in rear of
the longitudinal beam C. On the free end
of the rope L is secured a ring or stirrup N,
and the said rope is adapted to be passed
rearward over the short arm O, connecting the
binding-beam K with one of the slats J.

On one side of the binding-beam K are ar-
ranged two clamping-springs P, placed a suit-
able distance apart and adapted to hold a
piece of twine or cord Q for tying the bundle
of fodder. The twine, previous to being used,
Is hung on a hook R, secured to one of the
posts I, as is plainly shown in Fig. 2. |

Theoperationisasfollows: When the frame
A is set up, as shown in Iigs. 1 and 2, the top
beams H H and the slats J extend horizon-
tally and are adapted to support a bundle of
corn, which is spread out on the said beams
and slats, so that the operator standing in
front of the frame can conveniently husk the
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corn. Dbefore the bundle is thrown on the -

frame the rope L is placed on the arm O, so
that the stirrup N hangs downward, as shown

I In dotted lines in Fig. 2. A piece of twine Q
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had, however, been previously placed trans-
versely in the springs P, and after the husk-
ing of the corn 1s completed the operator
moves the fodder forward, then takes hold
of the rope L, moves the same upward and
over the fodder, passes the rope downward
through the slot ', and then puts his foot
in the ring or stirrup N, to draw the fodder
tightly into a bundle. The operator then
takes hold of the twine in the springs P and
draws the twine around the tightly-pressed
bundle of fodder and tiesit. Assoon as this
is accomplished the operator removes his foot
from the stirrup N, throws the rope L back-
ward to the former position, (shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 2,) and throws the tied bundleof
fodder off the frame. He also places a new
piece of twine in the springs P. The frame
is then ready to receive another bundle of
corn, to Le treated in the manner above de-
seribed.

\When the frame is not to be used, or is to
be transported to and from the field, it 1s
folded up by first removing the screws I* from
the beams H, and fastening the braces I to
the lowermost beams H’. The frame can then
he folded up into the position shown in Fig.
3, and it is then convenient 1o be stored away
or transported from one place to another.

ITaving thus deseribed my inven tion,Iclaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. A combined husking-hench and fodder-
binder, comprising a frame provided across
its upper side with parallel bars J IX-J, on
which the stalks are laid, a rope I, secured
at one end to the intermediate bar K, near 1tS
front end, and adapted to be passed around a
bundle and hang down in front of the frame,
a loop or stirrup on the free or depending
ond of said rope for the operator’s tooft, and
cord-holding devices for supporting the bind-
ing-cord along the har K, substantially as set
forth.

o A combined husking-bench and fodder-
binder, comprising a frame having parallel
top bars J K J, spring-cord holders P P on
the side of the forward half of the bar IS, @
compressing-rope I, secured at onc end to the
forward end of the bar K, and of a length to
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be passed over the bundle and hang down In
front of the frame, and a loop or stirrup N
on the free or depending end of the rope for
the foot of the operator, substantially as set
forth.

3 A combined husking-beneh and fodder-
binder, comprising a frame provided with a
central binding-beam, a rope attached to the
said beam near its outer end, a ring or stir-
rup held on the free end of the rope, and
springs held on the sald bhinding-beam to sSup-
port a piece of twine for binding the fodder
while it is held in a tight position by the said
rope, substantially as shown and described.

1 Tn a combined husking-bench and fod-
der-binder, the combination, with a folding
frame, of a binding-beam pivotally connected
to the said frame and having a slot in 1S
front end, a rope secured by one end to the
said binding - beam and adapted to pass
through the said slof, and a stirrup held on
the free end of the said rope, substantially as
shown and described.

5 Tn a combined husking-bench and fod-

“der-binder, the combination, with a folding

frame, of a binding-beam pivotally connected
to the said frame and having a slot in 1ts
front end, a rope secured by one en( to the
said Dbinding - beam and adapted to pass
through the said slot, a stirrup held on the
free ond of the said rope, and an arm rigidly
connected to the said binding-beam to sup-
port the sald rope, substantially as shown and
described.

6. In a combined husking-bench and fod-
der-binder, the combination, with a folding
frame, of a binding-beam pivotally connected
to the said frame and having a slot 1n 1ts
front end, a rope secured by one end to the
said binding - beam and adapted to pass
through the said slot, a stirrup held on the
rroe end of the said rope, and springs on the
said binding-beam to support a piece of twine
for tying the fodder while the said rope holds
the bundle in a tight position, substantially

as shown and described.

PARKER J. MILLER.
Witnesses:
I.. C. FEIGHNER,

M. W. SPEAR.
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