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UNTTED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH WIPPLER, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

COMBINATION BUREAU, WASH-STAND, AND WRITING-DESK.

SPECIFICATION fbrming' part of Letters Patent No. 429,802, dated June 10, 1890.
| | Application filed March 7, 1890, Serial No, 342,947, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, JosEpPH WIPPLER, of the

city, county,and State of New York, have in-
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vented anew and useful Combination Bureau,
Wash-Stand,and Writing-Desk; andI dohere-
by declare that the following is a full and
exact deseription thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon, making
a part of this specification.

This invention relates to the combination
in one structure of a bureau or chest of draw-
ers, a writing-desk, and a wash-stand, the
whole when closed having the appearance
of a bureau.

It has for its object to economize space and

to present in a single, neat, compact piece of
furniture the conveniences not only of a bu-
reau, but also, as occasion may require, of a
writing-desk and of a wash-stand, each with-
out interfering or detracting from the useful
purposes of the other. |

It consists in the novel arrangement and

-combination of the several parts of the de-

vice, substantially as is hereinafter described
and claimed. ‘ . '

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a front elevation of the combined bureau,
writing-desk, and wash-stand when closed.
Fig. 2 is a vertical section in liné x « of Fig.
1, with the wash-stand drawn out and opened,
the position of the cover when closed to serve
as a writing-desk being illustrated in dotted
lines; and Fig. 3 is a vertical section in line
y 1y of If1g. 2. -

Similar letters indicate like parts in all of
the figures. .

The bureau (represented by the letter A in

the drawings) may be of any desired style

and finish, with or without a mirror above 1t,

and with such ornamental decoration thereto

as may be found suitable, and 1t is so con- |

structed and proportioned as that the top of

one of the front drawer-spaces B (see Fig. 2)

shall be at a level above the floor to corre-

spond with the proper height for a writing

desk or table. |

A small drawer C for papers and a larger
drawer D for clothing, may be fitted above
the space B to bring the top of the bureau to

the customary height for such'a piece of fur- |

1

| niture, these drawers being made to pull out

at the front in the usual manner.

A special drawer E is fitted in the space B
in place of an ordinary drawer. Thisspecial
drawer E is made with a compartment I¥ at
one end thereof of a depth which brings its
bottom upon a level with that of the under-
lying drawer G, (see Fig. 3,) said underlying
drawer being shortened in length to make
room alongside of it for the depressed com-
partment of the special drawer, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 8. The rear end of the special
drawer E is divided longitudinally by a par-
tition M, the upper edge of which is lower

“than the top edges of the drawer,and the 1n-

ner compartment I thus partitioned oft 1s
closed by a covering «, a portion of which is

‘made to be lifted off, so as to permit of plac-

ing articles within said compartment. The
space between this cover a for the compart-
ment I and the top of the drawer K permits

| an inkstand b, a pen-rack, &c., to be fitted

or placed upon the cover in mannerto be con-
veniently accessible when the drawer is used
as a writing-desk. Toadapt it for such use,a

1id formed in two longitudinal sections K K/,

which are hinged together, as shown in Fig. 2,
is hinged to the upper front edge of the par-
tition 11, so as to open out upon a level with
the top of said partition and overlap and rest
upon the front piece ¢ of the drawer, which
is cut away for the purpose.

The space between the inner section K of
the 1lid and the top of the drawer E permits
the outer section K’ to be folded back and
rest upon the section K when the drawer 1s
closed. The space between the top of the
front piece ¢ of the drawer E and the levelotf
the top thereof as defined by its endsis filled
up by a strip L, (see Figs. 1 and 2,) hinged to
the front piece ¢ to drop forward when the
desk-lid is opened out, as shown in Kig. 2,
and which, when turned up,forms acontinua-
tion of the front piece of the drawer X.

The deep campartment I at one end of the
drawer E is adapted to receive a pitcher and

slop-jar, while the remainder of the drawer

is adapted to hold the wash-basin and a re-
ceptacle M for soap, &e. (See Fig. 3.) When
the drawer is pulled out and the desk-lid K
K’ opened up and folded back, as shown in
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IFigs. 2 and 3, these conveniences for washing
and the toilet are brought into a ready and
convenient position for use.

The lid IX is fitted with a swinging notched
bar N, adapted to engage when the lid is

swung up a pin or btaple  (see I'igs. 2 and

3) on the inner side of the drawer E, so as to
furnish a brace or support for the lid. Stop-

‘cleats T' on the rear end of the drawer E (see

I'ig. 2) engage at their upper ends the front
strip U on the face of the bureau when the

drawer is pulled out to prevent it from being

drawn entirely away from the bureau.
A rod P may be fitted in the corner in the

rear of the compartment K to serve as a towel-

rack.
The front pieces of the special drawer E
and of the underlying short drawer G are de-

signed to be so finished as to present to the

eye when they are closed the appearance of
two regular drawers uniform with the upper

and 10wer drawers D R, so that the entire |

front shall resemble an ordinary bureau, as
shown in Fig. 1.

Molding strips S S
{ront edﬂes of the end pieces W W of the
drawers, (see Fig. 3,) and are made fast at their
upper ends to the front of the drawer E, so
as to be carried with said drawer when it is
drawn ouf, as shown in Fig. 2, and these
molding strips are made heavy enough to
serve as supporting-legs for the drawer K in
1ts use as a desk or wash-stand.

In the use of this novel piece of furniture,
which ordinarily presents the appearance and
occupies the space of an ordinary bureau, the
drawers D, G, and R may be used as bureau-
drawers for putting away clothing, &e.

When a WI‘ltll]”-dLSk 1S needed, 1t is pro-
vided by pulling out the drawer E, whleh will
bring with it the front Suppm'tmg-legs S S,
and then turning down the front edge strip 1.

~and opening out the front section K’ of the

lid, so that the lid will rest upon and project
out beyond the front edges of the drawer.
The lid K IX’, forming the top of the desk,
will be at a smtable level to enable a person
to sit thereat comfortably for writing, room
being afforded in front of the drawer G for

the legs and feet of the person seated at the |

desk, and the inkstand 0 and the drawer C,
for papers, &c., are within convenient reach.

When the wash-stand is required, the lid I |

S are fitted against the

r
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K’ is folded and swung up to cover and pro-
tect the inkstand and articles of stationery
at the rear of the desk, and is secured by the
brace-bar N, as shown in Fig. 3, and by open-
ing said lid the wash-basin, plt(,her and toilet
articles in the drawer beneath are exposed in
readiness for use, as shown in Ifig. 3.
I claim as my invention— |

. The combination, in a bureau or cabinet

of dmwers, of a special drawer E, deepened
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at one end to form a compartment ocecupying

the vertical space of two drawers, and an un-
derlying shorter drawer G, substantially in
the manner and for the purpose herein set
forth.

. The combination, in a bureau or cabinet
of d] awers, of a specml drawer I, enlarged in
depth atone end tooccupythe vertical space of
two drawers, 1in combination with a double lid

hinged at the upper inner end of the drawer

to open out and cover the top of the drawers
as a desk-top, substantially inthe mannerand
for the purpose herein set forth.

3. The combination, in a bureau or cabinet.
of drawers, of a special drawer I, enlarged in
depth atone end to ocecupythe vertical space of
two drawers, in combination with afolding lid
I X7 and with legs S S, secured to its front
corners to register with and cover the front
edges of the ends of the bureau when the
drawer 1s closed, substantially in the manner
and for the purpose herein set forth.

./:L
wash-stand constructed of the case of drawers
A, the special drawer E, enlarged at one end
to oceupy the vertical space of two drawers,
the shorter drawer G, underlying the drawer
E alongside of its enlarged end, the hinged
lid K K’, made to cover the top of the drawer
E and to fold upon itself within it, the cover-
ing-plate a back of said lid, adapted to sup-
port an inkstand, and a device for bracing
the hinged lid I K’ when lifted, all substan-
tially in the manner and for the purpose here-
in sef forth.

In testimony whereof I lmve signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

JOSEPH WIPPLER.

Witnesses:
" A. N. JESBERA,
E. M. WATSON.

The combined bureau, writing-desk, and
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