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(No model.)

To all whom tt may concern:

Beit knownthat I, JESSE THOMAS MERRITT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Fay-
etteville, in the county of ILincoln and State
of Tennessee, have invented a new and use-
ful Buckle, of Whlch the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
buckles; and it consists in certain novel fea-
tures hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1S
a perspective view of my improved buckle.
Figs. 2 and 3 are longitudirnal sections of
the same, showing the manner of securing
the strap. Fig. 4 is a detail horizontal sec-
tion of one end. Fig. 5 is a view of the
buckle adapted to secure the trace to the
whiffletree, and Fig. 6 is a view showing the
buckle arranged to secure two straps whwh
meet at a rln'ht angle.

In carrying out, my 1nvent10n I employ a
tube or casing A, having open ends and pro-
vided along its t0p side with a longitudinal
oroove B, and having its bottom C extended
at one end, as shown, this extended portion
D being provided with an eye or hook adapt-
ed to engage the hook on the hame, asclearly
shown in Fig. 1. The bottom of the casing
consists of two plates, the lower one beinn
continuous and unbroken and the upper one
being provided with a longitudinal slot I, as
clearly shown. Within the casing, at one
end of the same, I arrange the transverse bars
 H, which extend across the groove B and
slot F, and thereby prevent the withdrawal
of the tongue or fastening-pin I, as will be

readily understood. The tongue I consists |

of a cylindrical pin fitted in the slot F and
having an enlarged head, which engages the
under side of the upper plate founm \the
bottom, so that the said tongue 1S free" to
slide alonﬂ' ‘the said slot, and will then be™
per manently retained in its place.

In practice the end of the strap is inserted
through the casing, and thetongue is thereby
pushed along the slot F until it has been
pushed entirely beyond the end of the casing.
The proper perforation can then be engaged
over the tongue, and when the strain is put

onthestrap it will be drawn rearward through

the casing until the tongue 18 broun'ht into

contact with the bars G H, when the move-

strap secured.

It will be seen from the foregoing that I
have provided a buckle which is very simple
in its construction and which can be very
l easily secured in place. By the use of my

buckle I dispense with all rivets or securing- .

threads, which secure the buckle to the stra,p
and eonbequently increase the durability of
the strap.

| The device can be Vely quickly applied to
and detached from the strap,so that thelabor
of harnessing and unharnessing the horse is
| materially facilitated.

InFig.5 I have shown the buckle especmlly

In this form the buckle is provided at one

end of the whlfﬂetlee, and the strap 18 se-
cured in the buckle in the manner above de-
i scribed.

- In Fig. 6 I have shown the buckle modified,
so as to secure two straps which meet at a

right angle.
| employed one of them being provided on its
side with a loop L and the other having its
end pivoted to said loop.

'hese modifications involve no departure
! from my invention, and it will be readily un-
- derstood that I do not limit myself tothe ex-
act details shown in the drawings, as the
buckle may be readily adapted for use in
various positions, as will be readily under-
stood.

' Having thus described my 1nvent10n what 1
claim, a,nd desire to secure by Letterb Patent
18—
1. A buckle eonsmtmﬂ of a casing having
a longitudinal slot in its bottom, and a blldlIlf"

) S&ld slot, and a head engaging the walls of the
same, as set forth.

2. A buckle consisting of a casing having
its bottom tormed of- £Ww0 plates, the upper
plate having a longitudinal slot, and a shd-
ing tongue comprising a pin plOJeetlnﬂ'
tlnouﬁh said slot,and a head engaging under
the said plate, as set forth.

3. A buckle consisting of a casing provided
| with a longitudinal slot in its bottom and a

tonﬂ*ue. comprising a pin plo;]ectmﬂ thloun‘h |

ment of the tongune Wlll be arrested and the
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adapted to secure the trace to the whiffietree.

' end with a ferrule K, which is secured to the 7o
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In this form two buckles are
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longitudinal groove in its top, and provided | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

at one end, at its top and Dhottom, with cross- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 10
bars extending across the end of said groove | presence of two witnesses.

and slot, respectively, and a sliding tongue

. s B : . " . qu‘i! 1""".'.(’.\. 'l-1 iY *11_ TT-
5 mounted in and projecting through said slot JESSE TIOMAS MERRI

and having its upper end playing in said Witnesses:

groove, the said tongue being adapted to im- JAS. W. GOODWIN,

pinge against the cross-bars, as specified. J. W. LLOYD.
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