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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 429,627, dated June 10, 1890.
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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, HENRY J. HOWSER, a,. I Vi
i'S.

citizen of the United States, residing at Dailey,
in the county of Cass and State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Fence-Posts; and 1 do declare
the following to be afull, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such aswill enable
others skilled in the art to which 1t apper-
tains to make and usethesame, reference be-

ing had tothe accompanying drawings, and to |
‘the letters of reference marked thereon, which

form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in metallic fence-posts adapted
for wire or board rails, in which a two-part
post is formed of a base and an upright por-
tion consisting of two parallel metal bars at-
tached at their lower ends to the base. The

upright bars, which form the upper portion

of the post, are provided withnotches in their
edge, in which the wires of the fence lie, and
which are held therein by a binding or truss
wire secured to the top and base of the post,

all of which will be hereinafter more fully set

forth. and the essential features of the device
pointed out particularly in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of the specification, Figure 1 is a view
showing myimproved postsupporting barbed-
wire rails. Fig. 2 is a view of the back face
of Fig. 1, showing the base broken away. Fig.
3 is a central vertical section through the
post. Fig. 41s a view showing the applica-
tion of my improved post for supporting
woven-wire fencing. Fig. b 1s an enlarged
view of the. wedge employed to secure the

- binding or truss wire and give it the desired
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~amount of tension.

Referring to the letters of reference, A in-
dicates the base of the post, which may be of
cast metal. Said base is bell-shaped and hol-
low, so as to be light, and provided with the
shank f, formed integral with the upper end
thereof. Said base is located below the sur-
face of the ground and affordsa firm anchor-
age for the post. The bars B I3 compose the

portion of the post above the ground, and are

formed (preferably) of a continuous.bar. of
metal of sufficient size to afford the strength

nal center, and its ends secured to the shank
of the base by means of the bolts or rivets

The outer edges of the bars I3 are pro-
vided with a series of grooves or notches a,
in which the wires cof the fence are adaptedto
lie, and are securely held therein by the bind-

ing or truss wiref, one end of said wire being
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fastened to the top of the post by passing it -

through a hole in said post and twisting it

around itself, as shown at 2. The lower end
of said wire is passed through the hole v in
the shank 7 of the base, and secured therein
by means of the plug or wedge b, that is
driven into said hole. The end o of the wire
t is bent up over the end of the wedge 0, as
clearly shown in Fig. 3, whereby said wedge
is prevented from working out.

The binding-wire ¢ crosses the outer face of
the horizontal wires ¢ of the fence on a line
with the opening between the uprights B, and
at its center is drawn through the space D
between the uprights, and secured by driving

60

70

the wedge Cbetween said wire? and the back

edge of the uprights B, as .shown in FKigs. 2
and 3. | ' .

- By driving the wedge C sufficient tension
may be exerted on the wire 7 to securely re-
tain the wires ¢ of the fence in the notches a
of the post and take up all slack of said wires.
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The wedge C is provided with the transverse

aroove e, (see Fig. 5,) in which the wire ¢ is
adapted to lie, whereby said wedge isretained
in place. | | -

In using my improved post for a board

fence the notches ¢ in the edges of the up-

‘rights B B are made long enough to receive
‘the width of the boards, and the boards se--

cured therein by the binding or truss wire ¢
and wedge C-in the same manner as the wire
fence before described. |
In attaching woven-wire fencing to this
post the truss-wire ¢ passes over the woven
fabrie, as shown in Fig. 4, and at the point of
insertion of the wedge C the truss-wire 7 1s
passed through the space D between the up-

rights of the post, and the wedge is inserted

in the manner shown in Figs. 1 and 8, thus
securely, cheaply, and effectually uniting the
parts. All of the wires ¢ may be readily let
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down onto the ground by removing the wedge
required. Said bar is bent at its longitudi- | C from two or more posts, which lowering of
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the wires will allow driving over the wires | 1‘1@11t5 having the space D between them, sald

where a passage is desired at a point where
there is no gate in the fence.

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The fence-post consisting of the base-sec-
tion, the top section having an opening
throughout its length and notehes along its
outer face, combined with the truss-wire hav-
ing its ends attached to the post, as set forth,
the central portion of the truss-wire passing
through the space between the uprights, the
wedge crossing the postand engaging with the

15 truss-wire, substantially as specified.
2. In combination with the base, the up- |

uprwht% bem.f__,r attached to the base, the series
of horizontal wires erossing the uprights,and
the truss-wirecrossing thehommntalww sand
in a line with thespace between the uprights,
the ends of the truss-wire being secured to

the top and base of the post, its “central por-
tion passing through the space between the

uprights and the wedo‘e engaging therewith,
substantially as sli}emﬁed |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. .
IIENRY J. HOWBSIER.
Witnesses: |
RosT. . WILEY,
W. J. KELSEY.
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