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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HARRY V. SNEAD} a
citizen of the United State residing in the
city, county, and istate of New York, hzwe 1n-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Mall-Boxes, of which the following 18 a
specification.

My invention consists in certain improve-
ments in mail-boxes, which will first be fully
described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, and then 1)0111ted 011‘5 in the
el.‘aums

In said drawings, Fig. I is aside elevation,

partly in vertical section, of a mail-box em-
Fig. Il 18 a sec-

bodying my improvements.
tional view on the line 2 2, Fig. 1.

1 is a mail-box having opening at 2 in its
curved top 3 for the reception of matl-mat-
ter. The opening is made of considerable
size, so as to admit matter of all kinds.

4 is a cover hinged at 5 to the top of the
box and having stops 6 to limit the extent to
which the cover can be opened. The top of
the box extends sufficiently under the cover
to shed water thoroughly and prevent it pass-
ing down into box between the cover and the
top of the latter.

7 is a pocket-shaped tray or shutter hinged
at 8§ to the top of the box and at 9 to the
cover thereof. When the cover is closed, this
tray is forced back to the position shown in
full lines; but when the cover is lifted the
tray is brought forward to the position shown
in dotted lines in Kig. I, In which postition it
will receive any mail-matter which is to be
deposited in the box and wiil completely pre-
vent access to the lower part of the box.
When the coveris allowed to drop, the tray
returns to its forward position (shown in full
lines) and discharges the matter placed upon
As a further
means of securing the bottom part of the box
from access when mail-matteris being placed
in the tray, I prefer to employ a shutter or

valve 10, hinged at 11 to the side of the box
and connected by rod 12 with the cover there-
of. The raising of the cover, while bringing
the tray forward, will at the same time lift
this shutter or valve to the position shown in

|

dotted lines in IFig. I, thus completely shut-

ting off the tray from the lower part of the

bOX

To allow for a slight difference in move-
ment between the hinged points of the tray

on the top of the box :;md the cover, connec-

tion is made through aslot at the latter point;

9, so that the cover Cwill siide slightly on the
_tmy as it moves from its uppermost to lower-

most positicn.

To prevent mail-matter from passing up
and being caught behind either of the shut-
ters, 1 pmwde fixed slides or guards 15 14 on
the sides of the box. Other ﬁxed slides or
cuards 15 of inverted-V shape, placed trans-
versely in the box, as indicated by dotted

lines in Kig. I, direct and distribute the mail

to the lower part of the box, 80 preventing
it from piling up in the center and also pre-
venting access to or removal of the same
through the top.

The front of the box has an opening through
which the mail may be removed by the
postman. Thisopening is covered by hinged-
door 13, which may, when opened, bestopped
in horizontal position by stops 17, and which
has quadrantal cheeks or sides 18 to prevent
the mail-matter from falling off
the door when 1t 1s laid down by the post-
man for taking away the mail in the box.

19 is a dial on the side or end of the box
having numbers marked thereon in manner
similar to a clock-dial and bearing hands
which may be turned by the collector ateach
trip to indicate when the next collection will
be made. One or two hands may be em-
ployed, according to the nicety of indication
required.

The box 1s preferably clamped to a lamp-
post or other support by customary clevises
20 and nuts 21.

Having thus described my invention, the
following is what I claim as new therein and
desire to secure by Letters Patent: -

1. The combination of the box 1, having

mail-opening 2, the cover 4, hinged to the top
of the box 1n rear of Sald opening and
adapted to be raised for admitting mail to

| the box, and pocket-shaped shutter 7, con-
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nected to said cover, having its front open
and bottom and rear closed and adapted to
be drawn forward to close the mail-opening
and receilve mail when the coveris raised, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The combination of the box having the
maill - opening, the cover for said opening
hinged to said box, and the pocket-shaped
shutter hinged to the top of the box inde-
pendently of said cover and connected to said
cover, whereby when the cover is lifted the
shutter is brought forward to receive mail,
substantially as set forth.

3. The combination of the box having a
mail-opening, the cover hinged to the top
thereof and adapted to cover said opening,
the pocket-shaped shutfer hinged to the fop
of said box immediately in rear of said open-
ing, having closed bottom and back and open
front, and sliding connection between said
shutter and cover, snbstantially as and for
the purposes set forth. |

4. The combination of a box having a mail-
opening, a cover hinged to the top of said
box 1mmediately in rear of said opening, a
pocket-shaped shutter having an open front
connected to said cover, and a valve hinged
to the front of the box and connected tosaid
cover, whereby as the shutter is drawn for-

ward to receive matl the valve is raised to a |
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position adjacent to the bottom of said shut-
ter,
9. The combination of box 1, having open-

1ng 2 and hinged cover 4, the open-front

pocket-shaped shutter 7, connected to said
cover and adapted, when the cover is down,
to occupy a position front downward at the
rear of the box, and guard 14, fixed at the
rear of the box Dbelow said shutter, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

6. The combination of the box 1, having
opening 2 and hinged cover 4, the pocket-
shaped shutter 7, connected tosaid cover, the
valve 10, connected with shutter 7 to the
coverand co-operating therewith, as set forth,
and guard 13, fixed at the front of said box
below said valve, substantially as set forth.

7. In combination with a mail-box having
an opening in its upper part for the admis-
sion of mail, a V-shaped guide or guard ar-
ranged transversely in the box below said
opening and adapted to direct the mail-mat-
ter and distribute it in the lower part of the
box as well as to prevent access thereto from
the top, substantially as set forth.

HARRY V. SNEAD.
Witnesses:

D, C. COX,
E. S. PAINTER.
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