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To all whom tt may concern:

bBe it known that I, CALEB S. SHAW, a resi-
dent of Fishing Creek, in the county of Cape
May and State of New Jersey, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Ani-
mal-Traps; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same.

This trap belongs to the class in which the |

animal isimprisoned without injury in a close
compartment, and is intended for catching

small animals of any kind. It is equally

adapted to be used as a bait trap or to be set
with or without bait in the runways of the
animals. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan of the
trap. Fig. 2 18 a section on the line 2 , the
trap being set. Fig. 3 isa section on the line
Y Y, parts being broken away to show con-
struction. Fig. 4 is an enlarged view of the
ways for the end gates. Fig. 5 1S a view siml-
lar to Fig. showmg & m0(11f ed construc-
tion.

In the drawings, A is a tube, preferably ot
sheet metal and having its bottom and sides
projecting beyond its top |

B B are two metal end-gates which shde
vertically in ways P in the inner faces of the
sides of the trough or tube A. The top B of
the tube is centrally perforated, and through
the perforation passes a shaft C, whose lower
end is revolubly mounted upon a bearing D
upon the bottom of the tube.
of the shaft lying within the tube project a
series of bars F in the same plane, which,
when parallel to the axis of the tube, lelde
it into two passages; but when perpendicular
to such axis bar the whole tube by project-
ing so far that no animal can pass without
pushmﬂ* them aside and in consequence ro-
Above the top B the shaft
proj ects to a distance approximately equal to
the depth of the tube, and upon one sidenear
its upper end it is provided with a fixed lug
(x In the plane of the bars . The end-gates

project slightly above the top when they are.

closed, and are connected at their upper ends

by a rigid bar I, one of whose edges 1s tan-

oent to the shaft C Now if this bar be raised

From that part

| be so turned that the lug thereon is beneath

(it the bar is supported “and the tr ap is set.

The bars within the tube, being in the plane 55

of the lug, are also necessar 1ly pelpendleular
to the axis of the tube, and thus, as above ex-
plained, force the passing animal to rotate
the shaft: but such rotation carries the lug

{rom beneath the bar I and permits the end-

gates to fall, imprisoning the animal in a
metallic box, which may then be immersed in
water without injury for the purpose of
drowning the animal. It is plain from the
construction that it is immaterial in which
direction the animal attempts to pass, and it
may be added that as the bars within the
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tube are small at some distance apart and do

not reach the tube-walls the tube appears to
the animal to offer a practically free passage
with obvious advantages. If bait be used, it
is placed upon one or more of the bars within
the tube, and evidently any attempt to re-
move it will, as before, rotate the shaft with
like results. Nor does the use of the bait in
any way lessen the effectiveness of the appa-
ratus in entrapping any animal that may aft-
tempt to pass without disturbing the bait.
As shown in Fig. 5, the tube may be an open
trough, the top or cover of which connects
the elld-wates and is provided with any suit-
able cateh O to rest upon the lug, the bar I
being omitted. I have made the tube of a
Smﬂle piece of sheet metal, the sides being
corrugated, as shown in Flgs 1 and 4, to form
wWays for the end-gates, and I have also formed
the end bearing for the shaft by pressing the
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bottom upwmd from below at the proper

point, the shaft being hollow or correspond-
ingly recessed at its lower end. The more
important features of my invention, however,

do not depend upon the use of any partlcular
material nor upon following exactly the forms
shown. For example, the tube may be of
wood or netting, the bearing for the shaft
may be varied, or the arms F may be replaced
by any equivalent construction.

What I claim 18—

1. The combination, with a tube open at
each end to permit the passing of animals in
either direction, of gates for closing said ends,
a cateh for holdmn both gates open, ‘tube-
| obstructing bars secured in _the middle por-

W1th the attached end-gates and if the shaft | | tion of the tube to swing in either direction
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out of obstrueting position, and means where-
bysuchswinging may release said gates from
sald catch, substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with an open tube, of
a revoluble shaft crossing the interior of the
tube near its middle and projecting through
the wall of the tube, bars projecting from said
shaft within the tube, a lug fixed to the shaft
without the tubs, end-gates adapted to close
the ends of the tube, and a bar adapted to

rest upon said lugs and hold the gates open-

until the shaft is rotated, substantially as set
forth.

3. The combination, with the tube open at
each end, of the gates moving in vertical
ways in the sides of the tube, the revoluble
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shaft passing through the top of the tube and
having a bearing upon the bottom thereof,

the bars projecting from the shaft within the

tube, the lug upon the shaft without the tube,
and the rigid bar connecting the end-gates
and adapted to rest upon said lug when the
bars within the tube are transverse to the
axis thereof.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
Ing witnesses.

CALEB S. SHAW.

YWitnesses:
JAMES M. E. HILDRETH,
JAMES B, SHAW.

20

25




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

