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To all whomnv tt may concern:

Be it known that I, WILHELM SCHLEICHER,
of the city ot Dusseldmf -on-the-Rhine, in the
Kingdom of Prussia and the German KEmpire,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Folding Chairs, of which the

following is a specification, reference being

had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to folding chairs for
theaters, concert-halls, and other public
buildings; and it has for its object to provide
a new and improved construction, whereby
the seats and backs of the chairs can be so
folded as to provide exit-passages at right
angles to the usual passages between the
rows of chairs, thus enabling the building to
be quickly cleared in case of fire or other
danger.

The object of theinventionis aceomphshed
by the features of construction and combina-

tion of deviceshereinafter deseribed, and spe-

cifically set forth in the claims, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, in
which— | |

Figure 1is a side elevation showing the
seat and back in position for use; Fig. 2, a
rear elevation of the same; I'ig. 3, a side ele-
vation showing the seat and back folded par-
allel, or substantially so, to the chair-stand-
ard; Fig. 4, a rear elevation of the same; Fig.
5, a perspective view, partly broken away,
showing the seat and back 1n posit—iou for
use.

Tn order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now de-
scribe thesamein detall, referring to the draw-
ings, wherein—

The letter A indicates the folding chair-
seat, hinged or pivoted at one side Ltlﬂe to
a chair frame or standard B Q, as at a Z) to
swing in a vertical plane from’ ahorizontal to
a perpendicular position.
section B of each frame or standard com-
prises a leg and an arm-rest, and the rear
part or Sectlon compuses two pa,mllel plates,
between which is pivoted one end of a lower

back-section D’, as at d’, while to one plate.

of the frame or standard C is pivoted, as at
d, one end of an upper back-section D.

T have shown the upper end of the link'e
connected with the tail-piece d* of the back-

The front part or

1

l

| section D, such tail-piece having a lateral pin

or stud d°, passing through a segmental slot
d* in the upper end of the pmt C of the
chair-frame. The pin or stud ¢ is back or
at one side of the pivot- pin d, and after pass-
ing through the slot d* is secured to the link
W]lel cb} the pin or stud d? in the move-
ment of the back-section D travels in and 18
cuided by the edges of the slot. The other
back-section D’ is also provided with a tail-
piece ¢* back of its pivot-pin d’, to which the
adjacent ends of both links e ¢’ are pivoted,
and the seat A is provided with a tail-plece
b’, also located atoneside of and, pretferably,
above the seat-pivot 0, to which ta,ﬂ-plece the
lower end of the link ¢’ 1s pivotally attached.
The pivot-pins b d’ d become fulerums for

I the seat and back sections, as leverage 18 ex-

erted by the tail-pieces in raising and lower-
ing the seat and back sections in vertical
parallel planes. Astheseatis swung upward
to a perpendicular position the sections com-
prising the back are swung downward, So
that the seat and back stand substantially
parallel with one of thechair frames or stand-
ards B C, as in Figs. 3 and 4.

In a continuous row of chairs of the type
described and shown the frame or standard
of one chair forms the frame or standard of
the next or adjacent chair, and by the im-

proved construction and arrangement con-

tinuous passage-ways may be provided at
richt angles to the usual passage-ways be-
tween the several rows of chairs, thereby ma-
terially facilitating the exit of a large au-

-dience.

The frames or standards b C may be pro-
vided with projections or brackets, as at c
to suppmt the free side edges of the foldmn*
seats.

Having thus described my invention, what1

claim is—

55

6o

70

75

S0

JO

1. The combination of a chair-frame, a

swinging back-section pivoted thereto and
having a tail-piece extending back of the
pivot, a seat pivoted to the chalr-frame and
swinging in a plane parallel with the plane

of movement of the back-section, and a link

pivoted to the tail-piece of the back-section
and to the seat adjacent toits pivot, substan-
tially as described.
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2. The combination of a chair-frame,upper | In testimony whereof I have signed my

and lower back-sections independently piv- | name to this specification in the presence of 10

oted to the chair-frame and each having a | two subsecribing witnesses,

tail-piece back of its pivot, a link pivotally
5 connecting the two tail-pieces, a seat pivoted |

to the chair-frame, and a link pivotally con- Witnesses:

necting the seat with the tail-piece of the D. J. PARTELLO,

lower back-section, substantially as described.

WILHELM SCHLEICHER.

FRrITZ POTTHART.
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