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To all whow it may concern:

Bbe it known that we, JOHN A. SPARKS and
WALTER S. BROWN, citizens of the United
States, residing at Emlnence in the county of
Henry and State of Kentueky have invented

& new and useful Fence, of which 1.he follow- |

Ing is a specification.
0111 invention relates to 1mprovements in

fences; and it consists in certain novel fea-

tures hereinafter described and claimed.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of our improved fence.

- Fig. 2 is a side view showing the manner of
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stretehing the wire, and Fig. 3 is a detail view

of one of the wire-stretchers.

In carrying out our invention we.employ
end posts A, of the usual construction, which
are secured in the ground in the ordinary
manner. One of these end posts is provided
in its side near its upper end with a noteh B,
and adjacent to the end post we erect a brace-
post C, having a noteh D in its side near its
lower end. A brace E extends between the
end post and the brace-post and has its ends
fitted in the said noteches. Tie-rods I are
inserted horizontally through the ends of the
brace-post and the end post, and are pro-
vided with suitable tightening -nuts G, so
that the brace-post and the end post can be
securely tfastened together. By the arrange-
ment just deseribed we prevent the end post

~being drawn from the ground by the tension
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of the wires, as has frequently happened here-
tofore.
The fence-wires H are secured to the end

- post and extended along the line of fence
- through the several posts,and are drawn tothe

desired tension by a stretcher I, which con-

- sists of a eylindrical body J, mounted in the
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fence-post, and a lever K, adapted to engage
the said body. - The body J is provided with
a suitable number-of transverse openings L,
in one of which the end of the wire is se-
cured; and it is further provided with the
transverse pins M, between which the fork O
at the end of the lever engages. By engag-
ing the fork at the end of the lever between
the said pins and ufilizing the post as a ful-
crum the body can be drawn through the
post, thereby stretching the wire, as shown
most clearly in Iig, 3. One of these stretch-

ers 1s provided for each fence-wire, and as

;

the wire is stretched it will be drawn through
the post. After the wire has been stretched
the rear transverse pin M is inserted through
that opening in the cylinder which i1s nearest
the post, so that it will bear against the side
of the post and thus secure the wire and pre-
vent the stretcher’s being withdrawn by the
tension of the wire.

The pickets P consist of wooden slats of
properdimensions provided with perforations
Q, corresponding in number to the fence-
wires. The pickets are secured on the fence-
wires by inserting a staple or U-shaped wire
R over the fence-wire and through the per-
foration Q of the picket, then bending the
ends of the sald wire toward the opposite
side edges of the picket and finally carrying
the said ends backward to the fence-wire and
wrapping them arcund the same. 7This con-
struetion will be readily understood on ref-
erence to Ifigs. 3 and 4. |

It will be obsewed that we have ptowded

a fence which 1s very strong and durable,

and is composed of very few pmj'ts. The end
post of the fence 18 efiectually prévented
from being drawn over by employing the

brace-post, the brace, and the tie-rods, as

shown and described. The wire can be easily
stretched to the desired tension, and after
being stretched will be held against slipping.
The pickets are secured to the fence-wires
very effectually and cannot be easily re-
moved, as the tying-wire passes. across the
picket and binds the same to the fence-wire
at three distinet points.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s—

T'he combination of the eylindrical body J,
having a series ol transverse pelfmatlonb
adapted to receive the ends of the wire and

provided with the transverse pins M, and the

lever having a fork at one end adapted to
engage between the said pins M, as set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as.

ourown we have hereto affixed our signatures
in plesenue of two witnesses.
- JOHN A. SPARKS.
WALTER S. BROWN.
Witnesses: -
- J. A, WISE,
JOHN KFRIEND.
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