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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, Jurius E. MERGOTT, a |

citizen of the United States, residing a New-

“ark, in the county of Essex and State of New

Jersey, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Catches or IFasteners for
Boxes; and I do hereby declare the following

to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the

“invention, such as will enable others skilled
LO.
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
~companying drawings, and to letters of refer-

in the art to which it appertains tomake and

ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. | - S
Myinventionrelates to improvements upon
the cateh for fastening the lids of boxes for
which Letters Patent No. 258,788 have been
aranted to me May 30, 1882; and the inven-
tion consists in the peculiar construction of

the fastening device with reference to a

cheaper production of the same and a better
means of securing the several parts of the
fastener to the body of the box and the lid.
The invention furthermore relates to an
improvement in the arrangementof the parts
which interlock and engage with each other
to fasten the lid in its closed position, and
has for its object to produce a fastening de-
vice or cateh to secure the lids of boxes, the
holding and locking plates of which are pro-
vided with oppositely-arranged portions at
right angles to the body portion of the sev-
eral parts of the catch, in the same plane
therewith, having centrally-arranged teeth or
prongs struck up therein and bent at right
angles thereto, all of said parts being arranged
substantially as will be hereinafter described,

and the purposes of which are to produce a

fastening device in which the teeth are spaced
far apart, and thereby a greater bearing-sur-
face is secured and also greater holding
power. | | |

The invention is illustrated in the accom-

‘panying sheet of drawings, in which similar

reference-letters are employed to indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the several views.
- In said drawings, Figure 1 is a top view or
plan of a box anditslid, showing the arrange-
ment of my improved fastening device there-

so to. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the box, and

Figs. 3 and 4 are sections through lines « and

a blank from which the

y in Figs. 1 and 2, respectively. Iig. o 1S &
blank from which that part of the fastener
secured to the lid or the cover of the box 1s
struck up, and Fig. 6 is a perspective of the
same part bent into shape.
lower part of the
fastener provided with a lip orloop is struck

up, and Fig. § is a perspective view of the

Sae.

In said views, A indicates the body of a

box, and B the lid. To the body portion of
the box is secured the lower or holding plate
« of the fastening device, while the catching
or locking plate b is secured to the lid. The

holding-plate ¢ is so constructed as to be pro-

vided with the portions ¢’ and a? extending
out therefrom at right angles on opposite
sides, said portions being provided with cen-
trally-arranged prongs or teeth o, formed 1n-

tegrally or struck up thereon on the inner
| sides of said portions o’ and ¢?, which are bent

at right angles, or approximately so, to the
said portions and pass into and through per-
forationsin the front board of the body portion

of the box and are turned over and clinched

on the opposite or inner side of the front
board, as shown more especially in Figs. 3 and
4. An upwardly-projecting portion of the
holding-plate @ is providedat or near its upper
edge with a catching or holdingloop or lip at,
which is struck up on said plate and formed
integrally therewith, as is illustrated in Ifigs.
7 and 8. On the lid B is arranged said lock-
ing-plate b, which issecured thereto by means

of prongs or teeth b, struck up and centrally .

arranged in the oppositely - projecting por-
tions O’ and 0?, formed integrally with and at
right angles to the body portion of said lock-
ing-plate, similar to those described 1n the
above in connection with the holding-plate,

| and said teeth 0® are forced through perfora-
1 tions in the 1id and clamped on the opposite

side thereof, as in FKig. 3. - -

The locking-plate b is arranged in such a
manner on the 1id of the box so that the
tongue D%, which is provided with a hole or
opening 0 therein, projects down over the
lid and the side of the box, and the upper
edge of said hole engages with the inclined

Fig. 7 represernits.
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and outwardly-projecting lip ¢* on the hold-

ing-plate, and thereby secures the lid on the
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40 with the loop or lip on the holding-plate «, |

box until released by means of pressure ex-
erted against the inner side of the down-
wardly-projecting tongue, which is bent out-
wardly at 0° to enabie the insertion of the
finger-nail beneath the same for that purpose.

As heretofore made, fastening - clamps of
this class were secured to the box or lid by
means ot small nails or serews. On account
of the thinness of the wood the several parts
of such fasteners, which are more especially
adapted for use on cigar-boxes, constantly
pullout, and thereby cause a great annoyance.

In providing the partswith prongs or teeth
formed integrally thereon and forcing the
latter through the perforations in the thin
boards and bending the teeth over on the op-
posite sides there is no danger of the several
parts becoming loose or lost.

In providing the plates ¢ and b with the
teeth-carrying portions arranged at right an-
gles on opposite sides of the said plates and
having the centrally-arranged teeth or prongs
struck up thereon the surface between said
prongs acts as a solid bearing against the side
of the box or the lid, and as thus constructed
the perforations necessary for the reception
of the said teeth or prongs are placed far
enough apart to avoid the splitting of the
boards while perforating the same and se-
curing the catch thereto, and thereby any
possible danger of any one of the parts of the
cateh from being torn off or forced out of the
box is avoided.

As shown in the drawings and more es-
pectally in Fig. 3, the downwardly-projecting
tongue 6* being made of spring metal has a
tendency of constantly pressing against the
side of the Dbox, and when the lid is closed
the opening in said spring-tongue engages

428,726

and thereby locks the box until said catch
has been released.

The improved fastening or locking device
for boxes herein deseribed can readilv be se-
cured in the perforations in the sides and the
lid and firmly secured thereto and the parts
easily manipulated. The construction is sim-

‘ple and cannot get loose and the lid opened

accidentally. All the parts are stamped into
their proper shape by means of dies and re-
quire no skilled labor in the manufacture of
the same.

Of course the design of the several parts
can be variously modified without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is—

The combination, with the body portion
and the lid of a cigar-box, of a fastener con-

sisting of a holding-plate @, provided with 3

oppositely-projecting portions «’ and a?, hav-
ing teeth or prongs ¢® struck up thereon for
securing sald plateon the outside of the body
portion, a locking-plate 0, provided with op-
positely-projecting portions ' and 1%, having
teeth or prongs 0° struck up thereon for se-
curing said plate to the lid, and a spring-
tongue on the said plate b extending down
and over said holding-plate and engaging
with a holding means on said plate for hold-
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ing or locking the parts of the ecatech when

the lid of the box is closed, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the invention set
forth above I have hercunto set my hand this
3d day of September, 1889.

JULIUS K. MERGOTT.

Witnesses:
FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL,
FREDK. 5. RICE.
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