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UNITED STATES PaTENT OFFICE.

ABIEL D. HUNTLEY, OF PATTEN, MAINE.

TWINE OR CORD HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 428,340, dated May 20, 1890.
- Application filed August 31,1889, Serial No. 322,605, (No model.

To all whom it may concern:

~Be it known that I, ABIEL D. HUNTLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pat-

- ten, 1n the county of Penobscot and State of
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Maine, haveinvented anew and useful Twine
or Cord Holder, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention has relation to twine or cord
holders especially adapted for use in stores,
and among the objects in view are to provide
a twine-holder adapted to be suspended above
the counter or other convenient point and so
arranged as to deliver cord therefrom and to
take up any slack or superabundance of cord
or twine that may remain after the tying of
the bundle, and to leave a sufficient length of

cord within easy grasp of the user for a sub-
sequent tying.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a holder having the above characteris-

‘ties and capabilities, and which at the same

time shall be neat, simple, and inexpensive.

With these general objects in view the in-
vention consists in certain features of con-
struction hereinafter specified, and paltlcu-

larly pointed out in-the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a

perspective of a twine-holder constr uc,ted in

accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal section of the hollow twme -re-
ceiving cylinder, and Fig. 3 is a transverse
section of the same. Flﬂ 4 18 an end eleva-
tion of the drum, ShOWlDU the supporting-cord
partly wound on the spindle thereof.

Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts 1n all the figures of the drawings.

1 represents a ceiling or other suitable fixed

- support, into which at suitable distance apart
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are inserted a pair of screw-eyes 2.

3 represents the twine-receiving-drum sus-
pension-bail,which is of an inver ted-U shape,
terminating in opposite depending arms 3%,
having hooks 4 at their lower extremities

and at their upper portions formed with -

loops or eyes 5, removably engaging the screw-
eyes 2. IFrom the hooked ends 4 there de-
pend opposite cords 6, in the lower ends of
which are formed knots 7, and the U-shaped
bail between its loops oreyes5is formed with
a depending portion 8, at the center of which
is formed an eye 9.

10 represents the cord or twine receiving |

the ball -of cord or twine 16.

cylinder or drum, and the same is provided -

with a removable cover or end 11, having a
central perforation 12, and in said cylinder
there is secured from its opposite fixed head
a centrally -located and longitudinally - dis-
posed spindle 13, the free end of which pro-
jects through the central perforation in the
removable cover of the drum and the oppo-
site end through the fixed head thereof.
ends of the spindle are provided with trans-
verse open slots or recesses 14, which receive
the suspension-cords, and are maintained in
connection through the medium ot the knots
in the ends of the cords, which cords, as will
be apparent, may be removed from the re-
cesses by simply drawing them laterally. In
one side of the drum is formed a longitudi-
nal slot 15, and within the drum is mounted

ball of twine or cord, a sleeve 17 is inserted
through the opening in the ball, and, if de-
sired, a section of cord may be wound around
the sleeve for the purpose of fitting thesleeve
tightly within the ball. The sleeve is now
mounted on the spindle of the drum, and upon
the spindle the ball freely rotates, the loose
terminal of the cord being pro;]ected through
the longitudinal slot 15 and from thence
through the guide-eye 1n the upper end of the
suspension-bail, from which it depends within
easy grasp of the user. Previous to passing
the leadmﬁ‘ end of the cord or twine through

the guide-eye sald cord or twine is given sev-

eral turns around the exterior of the drum.
20 represents a limiting-bail, made of wire,
and being simply a loosely-suspended loop

connected with the suspension-bail and of a

a length to loosely encirele the drum when at
the lower ends of the suspension-cords. The
office of this limiting-bail is to exert a slight
friction on the drum just as it reaches its low-
est position and prevent 1ts 1nertia from par-
tially winding the spindle again on the cords
6 in the opposite direction; also to prevent
the drum being drawn up high enough to
wind 1ts spmdle past the hooks 4 and dlsen—-
gage the cords 6 therefrom.

By the above construction it will be appar-
ent that in drawing the cord down for the

purpose of tying a bundle, by reason of the
cord being passed around the drum, said drum
will be rotated and brought to the upper end
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of the limiting loop or bail, and. in so doing |

will wind the suspension-cords around the
projecting ends of its spindle and unwind

- the several turns which the binding-cord 1s

- in the drum, and when a su

IO

given around the drum. Any amount of cord
ma,y now be withdrawn dlreotly from the ball
ficient quantity
has been withdrawn and severed the free end
of the cord is released and the drum will ret-
rograde and fall to the lower end of the lim-
iting-bail, thus drawing upon and elevating

the depending end of the cord to within a

convenient height for future grasping and
use and rewinding the same amount thereof
around itself as was previously unwound.

By this arrangement a long end of cord dan-

gling upon the counteris avoided, and too
much cord cannot ordinarily be drawn or un-

- wound, as the surplus is taken up in the
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downward movement of the drum.

It is apparent that the device may be so
proportioned as to adapt it for spun yarn,
large or small rope, and any-sized cord or
twme

Having descubed my invention,
claim 18—

1. In a twine- holdel the ball-holding drum
10, having an opening 15in one side, the spin-
_dle 13, secured in and projecting through one
fixed end of said drum, and means, substan-
tially as described, for Suppmtmn said drum
trom the ends of the spindle, in combination

what 1

- with the removable end piece 11, forming a

35

cover for the open end of the drum and havmﬂ'
a central bearing for said spindle, as and f01
the purpose set forth.

428,340

2. In a twine-holder, the ball-holding drum
10, having an opening in its side, the remov-
able end piece 11, forming a cover for the
open end of the drum and having a central
aperture, and the spindle 13, secured in the
fixed end, extending through the aperture in
the removable end and projecting beyond
both ends of the drum, in combination with
supporting-cords 6, detachably connected to
sald projecting ends as and for the purpose
set forth.

3. In a twine-holder, the drum 10 and the
spindle 13 therethrough, said spindle having
nofches 14 in its ends, in combination with
the supporting-cords 6, engaging said notches
and removable therefrom, and knots 7 in said
cords below sald spindle, substantlally as de-
scribed.

4. In a twine-holder, the combination, with

the drum having a spindle, the supporting-
cords connected with and adapted to be wound
on the ends of said spindle, and the frame

supportingsaid cords, of the limiting-bail car-

ried by said frame and loosely engaging said

drum between its ends, the lower end of said

bail contacting with the lower face of the
drum when the supporting-cords are dis-
tended, as and for -the purpose sef forth.

-~ In tefstlmony that I claim the foregoing as

t my own I have hereto affixed my swnatme
In presence oi two withesses.

ABIEL D. HUNTLEY.

Witnesses:
HOWARD l.. COBURN,
CALVIN BRADFORD.
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