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To all whom it may conecermn:
Bbe 1t known that I, LEGOrRA ROONEY, of
Janesville, in the county of Rock and State

of Wisconsin, have invented certain newand |

useful Improvements in Check-Hooks; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art
~to whieh it appeltmns to make and use the

same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
check-hooks.

The object is to provide a check-hook which
will securely hold the checkrein against ac-
cidental displacement, which will admlt of its
ready adjustment and release, and which will
present a neat appearance and be simple and
durable.

With these ends in view mv invention con-.
3

sists in certain features of construction and
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of the check-hook with the palts ad-
justed as in use, the male member attached
to the checklem being of the form used in
Fig.
2 18 a view of the parts in position to be en-
gaged for checking, or in the position they
assume just after the checkrein has been re-
leased; and Fig. 3 is a view of the male mem-

ber of the form used with the “side?” eheck-

rein.
The female member of the hook consists of

a post A, having a vertically-elongated slot ¢

formed therethlouﬂh from front to rear.

1T'he post 1s plef_elably provided with a
rounded top ¢’ and a flaring base ¢? to afford
an extended bearing of the post upon the

‘S&ddle, and from the central portion of the

base a*® a screw-threaded stud I projects, and
1$ fitted with a nut b fo secure the post ﬁunly

stud are conveniently formed in one piece,
and the form of the body of the post may be
rectangular or slightly curved on its front, as
shown or any other well-known and 5111table
form. The post is preferably set so as to in-
cline to the rear to bring the hook into more
natural alignment. Near the lower end of

~cave recesses C in the post.

The post and serew-threaded

—— e r—

| to receive the male member, as will hereinaf-

ter appear. The male member consists of a

.shank D, provided on its rear end with a

cross-head E. The rear edge of the head K
1s preferably rounded, as shown
faces e of the wings of the cross-head are of
convex form and adapted to seat in the con-
‘The thickness
of the head K and shank D are such that the
head may when turned at right anﬂ*les to 1its
normal position, as shown in F]b 2, be passed

| thr ounh the slot «, and the shank for a short

distanee forward fmm the head Ii 18 squared,
as shown at ¢, to prevent the shank from ro-
tating in the slot when the faces e of the head

55

,and thefront -

are engaged with the post To hold the said

faces e in their seats or in engagement with
the rear face of thepost, aspring Tis inserted
between the loop d and the post, the tension
of which tends to force the loop away from
the post, and hence to draw the head K into
engagement with the rear of the post. As a
bearing for the eénd of the spring next the
post, 1t 18 found convenient to place a washer
(r 1n sliding engagement upon the shank, so
that as the head E is forced through the slot
a the washer will compress the spring. The
washer may consist of a flat 5p11t ring of spring
or malleable metal for convenience in ad] ust—
ing i1t upon the shank.
are assembled for use, the male member is per-
mitted to rock vertically in its bearings and
so prevent any tendenecy to bend the shank

or to throw 1t out of alignment with the check-

line, while the squared portion of the shank

prevents any liability of the male member to

turn upon its axis. The form of the male
member shown in Fig. 3 differs from that
shown in Figs. 1 and o only in that the loop
portion is turned at right angles to the plane
of the head E, so as to bl ing the loop into a
nonnally-veltlcal position for the attachment
of the side check. |

In a work-harness the threaded stem may
be omitted and the flaring base extended in
plate form and bolted to the saddle.

The parts of the hook as above described
are few.and simple. . It may be manipulated
with each and can be furnished at a low ini-

tial cost, while at the same time it presents a

the slot ¢ the post 1s provided on its rear face | neat attractive appearance and is very du-
with laterally-extending concave recesses C | rable,
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When the members
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_their normal position and to be retained.
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It is evident that shcrht' changes might be | a spring located between the T-head and loop

resorted to in the form and an ra,nﬂ‘ement of
the several parts described without ¢ departing
from the spirit and scope of my invention,
Hence I do not wish to limit myself strictly
to the construction herein set forth; but,

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a check- hook, the combination of a
post having an elonﬂated slot formed therein

and a,ma,le member havmﬂ* ashank and a T-

head, the T-head being of ereater width and
less thlckness than the Slot so as to pass
through the slot when turned at an angle to

therein when in normal position, substantially
as qet forth.

2. In a check-hook, the combination of a
post having an elongated slot therethrough
and a concave seat on its rear face, and a
male member having a shank and cross-head,

- the latter provided with a convex bearing-

face to seat in the said recess in the post, gnb
stantially as set forth.

3. In a check-hook, the combination of a
slotted post, a male member having a shank

provided with a T-head and with a loop, and |

to hold the male member in its seat in the
post, substantially as set forth.

4. In a check-hook, the combination of a
slotted post and a maule member having a
shank provided with a cross-head, a loop, and
with a squared portion adjacent to the cross-
head, and a spring on the shank between the

| loop and cross-head, and a bearing for the

end of the spring toward the cross-head, said
bearing having a sliding enﬂ‘a,ﬂ‘ement Wlth the
shank, subbtantmlly as set; TForth.

5. 111 a check-hook, the combination of the

‘slotted post with the serew-threaded stud and

concave seats on 1ts rear face, the male mem-
ber having a shank with a loop at one end, a
cross-head at the opposite end, and convex

| bearing-faces on the wings of the cross-head,

and aspring between the 100p and cross- hea,d
Subqtantmlly as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed this
~specification in the presence of two subscub-

ing witnesses.
.LEGOR.A ROONEY.

YWitnesses:
EpwinN T LARPENTER

H. S. SLLOAN.
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