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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Davip K. BRIGGS, a
citizen of the United St.&tes residing at Roan-
oke, in the county of Rommke and State of
Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fences; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable

others skilled in the art to which it appertains

to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying dmwmn og, and fo the let-
ters of reference marked thereon , which form
a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
farm-fencesin which the rails are bound down
by bracing-wires and held by the top railsin
part; and the objects of myimprovement are,
first, to provide a double bracing-wire on op-
DOSlte sides of each of the two ‘Josts, whereby
thesill-beam and the posts and rails are firmly
bound together; second, to utilize the weight
of the cap or top:mﬂs for the purpose of in-
suring a proper binding of the parts against
the rails at and near the upper ends of the
posts, and, third, to so arrange the binding
and bracing wires that the top rails shall lie
upon the Clotehes of four wires and the wires
at their crotches shall hug together and bind
down the several sections Of the fence. I at-
tain these objects by the means illustrated in

the accompanying drawings, in which—

Ifigure 1 is a perspective view of one sec-
tion of my 1mproved farm-fence, portions of
the rails of the adjacent sections being shown
broken away. Fig.2isa horizontal Cross-sec-
tion. -

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two views.

Reterring to the annexed drawings by let-
ter, A A designate the transverse sill-timbers
of the fence, and I3 B’ are the longitudinal
ralls thereof, which are interlocked between
the posts C C, as shown clearly in Fig. 1.
These posts C C are suitably sustained npon
the sill-timbers, and at J J ties are employed
to bind togetherthesaid posts near their lower
ends and to hold in proper places the lower

rails .

D D designate long wire br aee%, wlhich are
notched into the sill-timbers at ¢ and m ay be
held securelyin the notches by staples. These
wires are practically long loops, whiceh are
crossed at H, forming a compound croteh be-
tween the posts C C near their upper ends

and above the rails B’, the upper connected

t portions of the said braces being held by sta-

ples I and notched shoulders d.

It will be observed by reference to Fig. 1
of the annexed drawings that the t0pmost
rails of the fence are bound down by the
double braces ID D and that these braces af-

ford a support for the rails E K, the weight of.

which, bearing on the four limbs of the di-
agonal braces, bind together the upper parts
of the posts C Cand cause them to hug the
rails.
-1 am aware that in farm-fencesitis not new
to employ single wire braces crossed at their

‘upper ends and secured at their lower ends

to ground-sills or to sill-beams. Such devices
have a tendency to lean the fence longitudi-
nally and do not practically hold the posts
uprightly nor allow the top rails to bind the
posts squarely against the rails.

It will be seen that by my improvement the

following advantages are obtained over the

double-loop wire brace: I prevent longitudi-

nal displacement and lateral strain on the
wooden structure. Irigidly secure in the bot-
tom of the sill-timber the wire loops. 1 so
construct the several parts of my fence that

they can readily be sel up without waste of ma-

terial, and finally in such manner that my im-
proved fence is practically portable and can
be easily moved by a hand-stick in or out for
the purpose of cultivating the fence-row Wlth-
out the sill-timbers twmtmn |

Having described my 1nvention, I claim—

1. A farm-fence comprising the sill-timbers
A, notched as described, the posts C C, seated
on the said timbers and tied together at J,
the lower horizontal rails mounted one upon
another, the double-looped bracing-wires D,
fitted into the notches a,the top rails K, bear-
ing upon the crotches of the said wires D, the
staples I, and notched shoulders d’ near the
upper ends of the posts, as specified.

2. ThecomDbination,with the horizontal tim-
bers, the vertical posts, and the horizontal
longitudinal rails, of the looped bracing-wires
embracing the posts and timbers and notched
into the latter and secured by staples, as speci-
fled.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

DAVYID K. BRIGGS.

Witnesses:
H. M. DANIEL,
J. A. YAGER.
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