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1o all whom it may concern:
‘Be 1t known that I, WILLtAM T. PARKS, a

| parts of the shock without injury to the 1ndi-
vidual stalks thereof.

citizen of the United States, residing at La | With these and other ends In view my 1in- |

Grange, in the county of La Grange and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shock Compressors
and Binders; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in theartto which it appertains
to make and use the same.

My invention relates to a corn-shock com-
pressor and binder, that will be fully de-
seribed 1n this speciﬁcation.

Among various methods of binding corn-
stalks into shocks the course most commonly
pursued by farmers who are not provided
with special appliances for binding and com-
pressing the cornstalks is to employ a strap
and ring, which is objectionable because of
the fact that the strap or band 1s drawn
wholly from one side of the shock and thus
twiststheshocksand break orinjures the corn-
stalks. A shock in a twisted or irregular
condition and with the outside stalks broken
is very undesirable for two reasons: first, be-
cause the shock cannot be placed on end in
an upright position, so that the shocks can be
stacked together to resist the wind or storm,
thereby saving the fodder and grain, and,
secondly, the broken stalks are exposed to
the rain or snow, which soon rots the same
and makes it unfit for use. It hasbeen found
by practical experience with the strap or band
and ring above described that a shock can-
not be t1 ohtened so firmly and without break-
ing or inj urmﬂ* the stalks that the shock will
‘%tétlld 11p11ﬂ"h13 without leaning when placed
on end and exposed to the wea,thel

The object of my invention is to provide an
improved device by which the cornstalks can
be firmly and uniformly drawn into a shock
without liability of injury or damage to the
stalks, the shock being suitably bound or
tied up while in its compressed condition,
whereby the shock can be stacked or placed
on end and be made to retain its position and
be unaffected, practically, by the weather,
even though it is exposed to rough weather,
which is hlﬂ'hly desirable,and thls will 1esu1t

from uniformly and tlﬂ'htly compressing all

vention consists, broadly,in the combination
of a holding bar_ or stake, levers fulecrumed
on the stake or bar, and a rope formed into

. a loop to encompass the shock and connected

to the levers in such a manner that when the
levers are forced or closed the loop will be

around the shock. The barorstake is formed
at one end with three slots, in two of which
the drawing-levers are independently piv-
oted, while theremaining slot 1s deeper some-

I contracted by and from both levers uniformly

| what than the slots in which the levers are

fitted and is arranged between said slots of
the levers, whereby the two ends of the loop
attached to the levers are forced or drawn in
the central slot when the levers are closed
and, as said ends of the loop or rope are at
the base of the slot 3 beyond the fulecrum or

| line of strain of the levers, the ends of the

loop or rope are prevented from receding
from the slot of the stake and the loop is held

| firmly around the shock, which enables the

operator to remove the hands from the levers

and tie the twine or other material around
the shock.

| My invention further consists 1n the com-

bination of devices and peculiar construction
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully descr 1bed and pmtwulmly pointed out
in the claims.

To enable others to understand my inven-
tion, I will now proceed to a detalled desecrip-
tion thereof in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
ploved corn-shock compressor, showing the
draw-loop and levers in position to receive a
shock. Tig. 2 is a similar view showing the
levers and loop in position when the shock is
partly compressed. Fig.3 is a view showing
the parts ia position when the levers are
forced beyond the center or line of strain to
fully compress the shock. FKig. 41s a verti-
cal sectional view through the stake, taken
in a line at right angles to the slots, with the
parts in the position shown 1n Fig. 1. IFig.5
is a detail perspective view of the grab-hook,
showing the same fitted on the rope.
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Referring to the drawings, in which like
numerals of reference denote corresponding
parts in all the figures, 1 designates the hold-
ing bar or stake, which is preferably tapered
in the direction of itslength, and in the en-
Jarged end of the stake is formed a series of
three slots 2 3 4, which are arranged longi-
tudinally of the stale and substantially par-
allel with each other, the central slot 3 heing
deeper than the other two outer slots 2 4, as
shown. |

b 6 designate the levers, which are fitted,
respectively, in the slots 2 4 of the stake, said
levers being pivoted to the stake on shafts or
pins 7, which are secured to the stake, and to
the levers 1s connected a rope 8, which is
adapted to form a loop 9, which is adapted
to encompass the shock of stalks and to be
drawn uniformly around the same when the
levers are operated.

The levers are each provided with a series
of transverse apertures 10, and through one
of the apertures of one lever, as 5, is passed
and secured one end of the rope 8, the other
end of which ropeis then passed through the
corresponding aperture of the series in the
lever 6, the free end of the rope which passes
through the apertures in the lever 6 being
provided with a grab-hook 11, which is bi-
furcated, as shown in Fig. 5, or otherwise
construocted so as to engage and hold itself
by frictional contact on the rope at any suit-
able point according to the diameter of the
shock. 'This arrangement of the rope com-
pletes a loop which is adapted to be placed
around a shock and to draw uniformly there-
on in order to properly compress the shock
without injury to the outer stalks thereof
when the levers are turned on their fulerums
from the positions shown in Fig. 1 to the po-
sition shown in I’ig. 3. The ends of the rope
which constitutes the draw-loop enter the le-
vers on the opposing inner faces of saidlevers,
and when the levers are turned from one
side of the stalke to the otherin the operation
of drawing the draw-loop around the shock
sald ends of the rope or loop enter the deep
central slot 3 in the stake, whereby said ends
of the rope are adapted to hold or retain
themselves in place against retrograde move-
ment when the levers are forced downward
to the Iimit of their movement, the ends of
the rope when the levers are in the position
shown in Ifig. 3 being below the fulerums of
the levers or line of strain of the levers.

In order to guide the rope and prevent the
ends thereof from becoming entangled with
the other parts of the compressor, I provide a
guide-bar 15, which is fixed centrally to the
stake 1n-the plane of the central deep slot 3
therein, so as to provide outwardly-extend-
ing arms, and the outer ends of this guide-
bar are slotted longitudinally, as at 14, and
provided with friction-rollers 15.

The rope 8 passes through the slots 14 in
the guide-bar before said rope is attached to

prevent the rope from working out of the
slots, whereby the guide-bar serves to pre-
vent the rope from becoming entangled with
the stake or levers of the compressor.

A twine-spool 16 has its shaft secured to
the head of the stake 1, so that the spool pro-
jects laterally from the stake, and on this
spool 1s coiled the twinefor hinding the shock
after it has been compressed; or any other
material may be used for binding the shock,
as may be preferred. |

The operation of my invention is as fol-
lows: The levers are turned to the horizontal
positions shown in Ifig. 1, and the rope or
loop passed around the shock and drawn to
the desired tension, after which the grasp-
hook 1s fastened to the rope at any conven-
ient point. The operator now grasps the le-
vers and forces them to the upright position
shown in Ifig. 2, and then past each other
into the horizontal position shown in TFig. 3.
This movement of the levers draws uniformly
on the ends of the rope or loop and serves to
compress the shock tightly without injury to

the stalks thereof, and when the levers arc

forced into the horizontal final positions
shown in Fig. 3 the ends of the rope are
pressed into the central deep slot 3 below

the line or center of strain of the levers,
which prevents the rope or loop from be-
coming loose and enables the attendant to
remove the hands from the levers and bind

the shoelt. The levers can now be reversed

to release the rope or draw-loop and the com-
pressor removed from the shock.

F

It 1s obvious that by means of the grab-
hoolk the loop or rope can be adapted for use
to compress shocks of different sizes, and that
the operation of compressing and hinding the

shock can be easily carried out in a short

time.

I am aware that changes and alterations in
the form and proportion of parts can be made
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing the advantages of my invention, and I
would therefore have it understood that I
reserve the right to make such changes as
fairly fall within the seope of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
| Letters Patent, is—

1. The improvement in corn-shock com-
pressors, consisting of a supporting stake or
bar, the two levers independently fulerumed
on sald bar or stake,and a draw band or loop
adapted to encompass a shock and conneected
to said levers at points intermediate of the
length thereof, for the purpose described, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The 1mprovement in corn-shock com-
pressors, consisting of a supporting stake or
bar, the two levers pivoted to one end of the
bar or stake and arranged laterally of each
other, so as to pass one another in the act of
compressing the shoek, and a draw band or
loop adapted to encompass a shock and con-

the levers, and the friction-rollers 15 serve to | nected to both of said levers at points inter-
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mediate of the length thereof, said draw-band | with means for fastening one end thereof to 35

being provided with means, substantially as
described, whereby the size of said loop may
be varied at will without disconnecting said
band or loop from either of the levers, as and
for the purpose described.

3. A corn-shock compressor consisting of a
supporting-bar having a longitudinal slot, le-
vers fulecrumed to said bar and arranged on
opposite sides of the slot therein, so as to pass
each other in the act of compressing the shock,
and a draw loop or rope connected to said le-

vers and adapted to be forced into the slot

of the stake when said levers are operated to
contract the draw-loop around a shock, sub-
stantially as described.

4. The combination of a slotted supporting
bar or stake, the levers fulecrumed on said

bar, so as to pass each other in the act of com- |

pressing the shock, and a draw band or loop
adapted to encompass a shoek and connected
to said levers at points intermediate of the

length thereof and adapted to bind against |

the walls of the slot in the stake or bar when
it is contracted by depressing the levers so
that they lie out of line with each other or
the pivots thereof, whereby said draw-band is
prevented from becoming loose around the
shock, as set forth.

5. A corn-shock compressor consisting of a

supporting stake or bar, levers fulerumed
thereon, and a draw-band connected to said
levers and adapted toslide through apertures

in said levers, said draw-band being provided

the draw-band, substantially as described.

6. A corn-shock compressor consisting of a
supporting stake or bar, levers fulerumed
thereon, and a draw-band connected to said
levers and having one end thereof provided
with a grab-hook constructed and adapted to
hold itself on said draw-band at any desired
point thereon, and by which the length of the
draw-band can be regulated at will, as and

for the purpose described.

7. In a corn-shock compressor, the combi-
nation of a stake, the levers fulerumed there-

40

45

on, a guide-bar carried by the stake and hav-

ing the friction-rollers mounted in the slotted

outer extremities of said guide-bar, and a

draw-band passing through the guide and con-

50

nected to the levers, substantially as de-

sceribed. | -

8. In a corn-shock compressor, the combi-
nation of a stake having a central slot in one
end thereof, the levers fulecrumed on the stake
on opposite sides of the slot therein, a guide-
bar fixed to the stake in the plane of its slot,
and a draw-band passing through the guide-
bar and connected to the levers, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM T. PARKS.

- Witnesses:

S. K. RUICK,
J. S. MILLER.
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