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SPECIF’ICATIONTorming part of Letters Patent No. 428,140, dated May 20, 1890.
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(No mﬁdel;)

To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JEROME RICH, a citizen
of the United Sta,tes, residing at Jackson, in
the county of Jackson and State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Brushes; and 1 do declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such aswill enable
others skilled in the arttowhichitappertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification,

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in brushes; and it consists in
forming a series of holes through the brush-
body between the tufts of bristles or fibers of
the brush, and in providing the brush-body
with an elastic back-band attached tothe ends
thereof and extending across the back of the
brush, and in setting the tufts of fiber in the
brush-body so that the inner ends thereof
will protrude slightly through the back of the
brush.

The object of the invention 1s to produce a
brush to be used as a flesh-brush or for lava-
tory purposes, that may be readily retained
in the hand by passing the hand between the
back of the brush and the elastic back-band
thereof, and to provide a brush the elastic
back-band of which may be expanded {0 re-
ceive and hold a cake of soap or sapolio for
serubbing purposes, the cake of soap serving
in asense as the body or handle of thebr ush
all of which will be hereinafter more fully set
forth, and the essential features of the device
pointed out pmtwulmly in the claims,

In the accompanying drawings, forming a

part of this specification, Figure 1 is an in-

verted view of the brush as mounted on a
cake of soap. Fig. 21s a vertical longitudi-
nal section thlouﬂ‘h Fig. 1.. Fig. 3 18 a side
elevation of the brush, the dotted lines show-
ing the expansion of the elastic or rubber
back band. |
Referring to the letters ot reference in the
drawings, ¢ indicates the body of the brush,
B the back-band thereof, and D the tufts of
fiber therein. A 1ep1esents a cakeé of soap

q

| soap 1n place.

position the soap acts as a handle to manipu-
late the brush.

The body C of the brush is made of any
suitable material, rubber being preferred.
The elastic back-band B is attached to the
ends of the brush-body, and where rubber
18 used for the body of the brush, the back-
band is also of rubber and formed integral
therewith, as shown in the drawings. Said
back-band is of the entire width of the brush-
body and extends longitudinally across the
back of the brush inthe form of a loop. The
tufts of bristles or rubbing-strands D are se-
cured in the brush-body, their inner ends pro-

truding through the back of the brush, as f

shown at e in Ifig. 3. The body of the brush
is provided with a series of holes a, forming
water-passages therethrough, said holes being

arranged between the tufts of bristles.

In making a brush for serubbing the rub-
bing-strands D will be coarse and strong. To
use the brush for this purpose, the elastic or
rubber back-band B is expanded sufficiently
to place a cake of soap between said band
and the back of the brush, as shown in Fig.
1. The band B, contr aotmﬂ* upon the cake of
soap, holds it therein, and the protruding
ends e of the tufts D becoming embedded in
the under face of the cake of soap, as shown
by dotted lines in I'ig. 2, assistin holding the
The soap 1s grasped in the
hand and the brush dipped in the water,
which enters the holes « in the body of the

brush and comes in contact with the soap,

which dissolves and flows down through said

holes and through the tufts D, and is by them

applied direct to the surface to be scrubbed,
supplying the soap as it is required and ef-
fecting a saving in its use. It will be ob-
served that as the cake of soap wears away
the rubber back-band will contract, and
thereby hold the soap against the back of the
brush-body and onto the ends of the bristles
or fibers projecting through the upper face
of the body of the brush.

As a flesh-brush, or for bathing purposes,
the tufts D will be formed of soft vielding
fibers, and the brush may be used with or
without the cake of soap, as desired. When
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so on which the brash is mounted, in which | used without the soap, the hand is inserted roo



[

Detween the elastic band B and the back of

~the brush. BSaid band, contraeting across the

back of the hand, has sufficient tension to
hold the brush in place, so that the brush

may be used with the hand open..

Having thus fully set forth my nwenudn

~what 1 clmm and desire to secure by Lettus

- IO

Patent, 18—
" A Dbrush- body having ﬁber proJecunwz o
through two of its surmces and a series of
| -'smter-pascsan*es between the clustersof fibers, |
combined with an elastie back-band attaehed -

428,140

| to the ends of the brush-body, said elastic
band adapted to be expanded soastoreceive
between the brush-body and said band a bar 15

of soap, and to contract thereon, as and for

the purposes specilied.

“Intestimony whereof I affix m y smua,t..lre in -
pwsence of two withesses. - o

B - JEROME RICH.
Witnesses: S
- A.J. Gourp,
R, B, GOULD. -
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