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To -all whom it ma J COTLCET TV

Be it known that I, DAVID B. MORRISON, a
citizen of the United St&teq residingatIKansas
City, in the county of Jackson and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
s;andIdo
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the. uwentlon such
as will enable others skilledin the art to whleh
1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an Improvement in
wire- couphngs, and more particularly in de-
vices for uniting the cut or broken ends of
wires employed in the construction of wire

15 fences.
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The object is to prowde a simple, effective,

and 1nexpensive device which may be kept
in stock for immediate use in cases where the
wires of a fence have become broken or where
1t has been desirable to temporarily form a
passage by cutting the wires. -

With these ends in view my invention con-
s1sts in certain features of construction and

combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter

described, and pointed out in the claim.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

- represents the device adjusted in holdm o Po-
- s1tion.

IFig. 2 represents a lonﬂltudmal Sec-
tional view of the same, showing the ends of
the wires and holding-balls in position; and
Fig. 3 shows the manner of adjusting the ends
of the wires within the couplmﬂ-shell Fig. 4
represents a wedge-shaped locking device.

It 1s well known that when a wire fence
has been strung under high tension, as is

usual, and subsequently the wire between |

two posts has been broken or cut for any pur-
pose, there is great difficulty experienced in
fastening the ends so severed, due in the first
place to the fact that there is no slack which

can be utilized in twisting the ends together,

and 1f the ends are so turned back, twisted,

and bound as to forin a secure hold for an

extra piece to be 1nserted the mending not
only requires a considerable outlay of time,

but also presents an unsightly appearance. |

The deviece hereinabove referred tois believed

to effectually avoid such and other difficui-

ties and objections, and 1s constmeted as fol-
lows:

A represents a Thollow shell larger at its
middle portion and tapering s hﬂhtl} from its
central portion toward its opposite ends. It
is provided with an opening @ at its central
portion for the purpose of giving access to 1135
interior. Its opposite ends as shown at o,
are sufficiently large Lo :-:'Ldl]]lt therein with a
free sliding movement the end or ends of the
single or double or more strands of the wire
to be united. Small balls B of hard metal
are provided, which serve to form the lock for
preventing the withdrawal of the ends of the
wire from the casing or shell A, or wedge-

shaped pieces (see Fig. 4) provided with teeth

slanting toward the lm'n er portion of the shell,
may be employed. _
~'The coupling is adjusted as follows: The

ends of the wire having been inserted in the

opposite ends of the shell A and by any suit-
able purchase or strain having been brought
as nearly together as possible or convenient
centrally within the shell, one of the small
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metallicballs orwedge-shaped piecesisslipped

within the casing or shell alongside of the
ends of the wire toward each end of the shell
until it begins to wedge between the shell and
wire, when the strain is allowed to take effect
upon the wire, the result being to crowd the

metallic locking device between the shell and
wire and roll or slide it toward the small end

of the shell, thereby so effectually Jamming
it between the wire and shell as fo form a
positive and effective lock, the effectiveness
of which will be increased as the strain upon
the. wire 1s increased.

In operation the ends of the wire are each
inserted through the end openings of theshell,
and the loekmn* devices, which arethen plaﬁed
within the shell, may be caused to slightly
bind the ends of the wire by forcing said lock-
ing devices toward the tapered ends of the
shell- by a rod, or any other means may be
employed for this purpose. Afterthe locking
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devices have once begun to bind the wires

all strain upon or contraction of the wires
will tend to more securely lock their ends to
the shell. |
This simple device requir es but a moment’s
time for its adjustment and may be readily

| removed if for any purpose it shall be found
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destrable, while at the same time it forms a | each loeated in the tapered end of sdid shell 10
neat finish and ean be furnished at a trifling | to engage the end of each wire, substantially
expense, as set forth.
Iaving thus fully desceribed my invention, In testimony whercof I have aflixed my sig-
5 what I desire tosecure by Letters Patent is— | nature in presence of two withesses.

1'he herein-deseribed wire-coupling device, DAVID . MORRISON.
congisting of a shell having its ends taperead Witnesses:
and formed with openings to receive the ends DrssiiE K. YOUNG,
of the wires, and removable locking devices, MAGDALENE FOOTE,
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