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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER A. BoU-

TELL, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Detroit, county of Wayne, State of Michi-
gan, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Tobacco-Moistening De-
vices; and I declare the following to be a
tull, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
specification. | |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the case with the lid open. Fig. 2 is
a seclional view. Fig. 3 is a detail of the
case holding the liquid.
- It has become customary of late to sell cub
tobacco and other kinds of tobacco in open
form in boxes, and in this condition it be-
comes rapidly dried. The tobacco thereby
loses its original moist, soft, and desirable
consistency and becomes hard, brittle, and
unattractive to the tobacco-user, and isliable
by a little carrying to become broken into
dust or shorts. Thisisespecially true of fine-
cut chewingorsmoking tobacco. So, also, the
same 1s trueof cigars, cigarettes, &e. To cor-
rect this evil appliances have been devised
to supply moisture by means of contrivances
placed in the show-case or in the package it-

self and containing water, with means for af-

fording a rapid evaporationfrom the tobacco,

‘but permitting the tobacco to take up again

1ts normal charge of moisture.
My invention has for its object the produc-
tion of an independent case havingan evapo-

“rating device or pad adapted for thereception

"

of a single box of such tobacco, so arranged
that the lid of the tobacco-box is opened by
the operation of opening the lid of themoist-
ure-case. | J |

To this end A represents a suitable case,

slightly larger in dimensions than the ordi-

nary cigar-box, and A’ its cover. 'This case

- may be made of any suitable material; butl

50

prefer to make 1t of tin or sheet-iron.
Bis the box holding the tobacco. 1B’ B’ rep-

resent the packages of tobaceo packedin the
box.

C is what may be termed the “moistening”

- case or receptacle for holding the moisten-

—— rr——

ing material. This case is placed within the
case A between the front edge of the tobacco-
box and thefront edge of the case A, as shown
more particularly in Fig. 2. One side of this
moistening-case has along its upper edge an
opening or slot ¢, through which the moisture
may pass from the case. |

Within the case C is placed moistening ma-
terial. This may be arranged in any desired
manner—as, for instance, the case may be
filled with water, or a sponge or some other
absorbent material may be saturated and
placed in the case C,or the bottom of the case
may be filled with water and the surface cov-
ered with a sponge orother absorbent material.

In the cover of the case A is a slot a, and
passing through this slot and into the cover
of the box BB is a suitable screw-eye D. It
will be observed that both the covers of the
case A and the hox I are lifted simultane-
ously, and it will also be observed that when
the covers are down the moisture which 1s
evaporated from the contents of the case C,
instead of passing freely off into the open air,
will be held within the case and will be ab-
sorbed by the tobacco in the box B. When
the tobacco has already been sold from the
box, the operator has simply to unscrew the
eye D from the lid, thus separating the two
covers and allowing the box B to be removed
from the case. A new box can then be in-
serted, the two lids be secured together by
the eye, and the tobaccoremaining in the box
during the sales remain thoroughly moist-
ened until all sold. |

When the water is all evaporated from the
case C, the operator byraising the lids can re-
move this case, fill it again, and replace it.
1t will thus be seen that by this arrangement
the dealer need not keep his tobacco always
in a show-case or in a closed receptacle of
any kind to prevent its drying out, but can
leave it on a counter or in a show-window or
any desired place without fear of its becom-
ing dried and unsalable. |

It 18 of course obvious that I do not limit
myvself to the nuse of this case in connection
with packages of cut tobacco, asshownin the
drawings, but that it may be used .in connec-
tion with cigars, smoking-tobacco, or any of
the various forms in which tobacco is put up.

it will be seen that by the employment of
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the serew-eye T the lid of the box B may be |
adjusted with respeet to the lid A’ of the
case—that is, by means of the eye the bhox- |-
did may, when the lid: A’ is down, be pre- |
vented from closing, and the extent of the
opening may be regulated by the serew.

~What I elaim is—

1, The co:nblnmmrn W I‘Ll 18 box for holdmn‘= ﬁ
: :tobace(} of a suitable case.inclosing thesame, |
said 111(3105111& -case provided upon its 11110-: |
- rior with a ease containing the. moistening-
- liquid, the lids or covers of said box and sur- |
~rounding case being engaged together,where-
by they may be Openorl .rmd closed %1111111[{1,11(3-' o

ously, substantially as deseribed.

gether,

428,065

2. The combination, with a box for holding

for engaging the lids of S.:ll(l boxand case to-

P 'en'..fmf}*ed in - the cover of the box I3
WOl kmﬂ in the slot @ of the cover A7, -
In Lestlmon} whereoti I sign this. &pemﬁe‘l,

! tmn in the presence of two witnesses.
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tobacco and a case 1inclosing the same, said '~
case provided vpon 1ts interior with a case

containing the moistening-liquid, of means - =

129' ﬁ

| whereby they may be opened and

1+ closed simultaneously, consisting of the eye

‘l-nflif%f:“'
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