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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRIEND W. SMITH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Staples;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact desceription of the 1nven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use
the same. -

My invention has reference to certain new

and useful improvements inthe construction
of staples for use in connection with mail-
bags or otherwise, and has for its object to
oreatly cheapen the manufacture of such ar-
ticles and at the same time to afford a very
strong and superior staple. -

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain details of construction, such
as will be hereinafter fully set forth, and
specifically designated by the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 1s
an elevation of my improved staple; Kig. 2,a
sectional view showing the manner of secur-
ing my staple. | |

Similar letters denote like parts in the sev
eral figures. |

A is the body of the staple, and B the rivet-
shoulder. IIeretofore the ends of the staple

have been turned or milled down in order to
form this shoulder; but, in order to permit of
this, yery heavy wire had to be used, and
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this materially increased the weight of a

mail-bag. Again,theturning or milling down
of the staple-ends to form the shoulder is an
operation both tedious and expensive, and the
object of my present invention is to produce
a more desirable article at a less cost. The
shoulder B is swaged up from the wire which
forms the stock of the staple-body, thus af-

fording a staple of uniform gage throughout

on each side of the shoulders. I form the
upper face of the shoulder with a re-enforce
a, in order to afford great strength. -

It is in connection with amail-bag that the
oreat advantage of my staple asserts itself,
for the metal-bound locking-strap of the bag
does not drag on the latter, but upon the up-
per surfacesof theshoulders B, thusin agreat
measure obviating the wear on the bag.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is -

A staple made from wire having near the
ends peripheral shoulders swaged up from
the stock of the staple, the latter being of
uniform gage throughouton both sides of said
shoulders, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

FRIEND W. SMITH.

Witnesses:
R. H. BRODERICK,
J. H. GREEN.
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