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To all whom it maly CONCeri:

Be it known that I, EDWARD GRUENINGER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
(lincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Coffins, of which-the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings.

The object of my invention 1s o construct
o coffin with a covering or casing of a highly-
inflammable material, the same being
adapted touse in crematories for incinerating
the dead without removing the corpse from
the coffin. As is well known, the cofiins or
caskets now in use are not adapted to creina-
tory purposes, and the corpse must be re-
moved at the furnace, which 1s a very ob-
jectionable feature, and one which my inven-
tion entirely obviates.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
a perspective view of the skeleton orframe of
a cofin embodying my invention before the
textile coveringisapplied; and Fig. 2 is a simi-
lar view with the covering applied, a portion
of the latter being broken away. i 518 &

Kig..
perspective view of one of the corner-posts,
such as are preferably employed in connection
with my invention. Fig. 4 1s a perspective
view of one of the side or end posts or sup-
ports ag preferably constructed. Fig. 51s a
vertical section taken at the dotted line x &
of Tig. 2 through one side of the coffin.

My invention consists in covering a skele-
ton frame of a coffin (preferably of metal)
with a suitable textile fabric of a highly-in-
flammable quality, in order toinsure the ready
combustion thereof. L

The frame or skeleton to which the fextile
covering is applied 18 preferably constructed
as follows: The top rail A and bottom rail
B3 are separated and connected by means ol
suitable supports or posts C, the corner-posts
having a perforated rib 0, to which the cov-
ering is stitched. The top rail A is also pret-
erably perforated with small holes ¢, to which
the cover may be stitehed. To the bottom
rail B ave secured the cross-bars D, to which
Iatter is secured a bottom of suitable com-
bustible material, preferably of a textile nat-
ure, the same as the sides of the coffin. 1t
will be seen that the top and bottom rails A
and B extend continuously around the top
and bottom of the cofhn.

———

After having constructed the skeleton the
textile covering E is nexb stretched over the 55
sides, bottom, and ends of the coffin and
stitched to the top rail and corner-posts and,
if desired, to the bottom rail. If desired, an
additional cover I, of muslin or other suit-
able textile fabric, may be secured over the
cover E, to which the ornamentation may be
applied. After the covering is secured to
nlace 1 preferably cover the top and bottom
rails A and B with a thin plece of suitable
metal G, screwed oOr otherwise suitably se-
cured to said rails, in order to present a neat
and finished appearance to the coftin.

The coffin is covered with a suitable lid,

6o

consisting, preferably, of a frame or skeleton

covered with a textile rabric similar to the 70

body of the coffin.

W hile it is preferred to con struct the skele-
ton or frame of the coffin in the manner j st
described, any suitable form or construction
of frame may be employed, 10 which the text-
ile covering may be applied.

The advantages of my improved coffin tor
incinerating purposesare appareil t. The text-
ile covering will admit of the coffin being
ornamented to a high degree, if so desired,
and is highly inflammable, and so soon as the
coffin, with 1ts corpse, is placed in the fur-
nace the ecovering will immediately be con-
sumed, and renders no obstruction to the in-
cineration of the corpse, which latter need
not be removed from the coffin. |

What I claim as new, and desire fo secure
by Letters Patent, 18— |

1. As a new article of manufactare, a coffin—"—~1—
having a skeleton {rame of suitable material 9o
covered with textile material, as and for the
purposes set forth. '

9 A coffin having a skeleton frame made
up of rails A and b, posts C, and bottom cross:
pieces D, connected substantially as- seb
forth, said frame being covered with a textile
fabric stitched to said rails and corner-posts,
o set forth, and for the purposes specified.

3. In a coflin constructed substantially as
sot forth and covered with a combustible ma-
terial, the perforated rail A and corner-posts
C, having the perforated rib b, as set forth.
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Witnesses:
~J. M. EDWARDS,
ED. STREHLIL,
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