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To all whom it may concern.:

~Be it known that I, Davip D. MUMMA, of
Harrisburg, in the county of Dauphin and
State of Pennsylvania,-have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Buttons:

and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the same,

reference being had to the accompanying
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accordance with my invention.

drawings, forming a part of this specification,
and tothe letters of reference marked thereon.
~ T'hig invention relates to certain improve-
ments in buttons such as are adapted to be
inserted and taken entirely out of the button-
holes, and has for its object to provide a hut-

ton which may be readily inserted or removed

from the button-holes, and which, when in-
serted through a number of thicknesses of

fabrie, will confine the goods closely on each

side; to which ends it consists in certain novel
details of constructions and combinations and
arrangements of parts to be herveinafter fully
deseribed, and pointed out particularly in the
claims at the end of this specification.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a button construected in
Iig. 2 is a

sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 is a view

of an ordinary hinged shoe-button, illustrat-

ing the necessity for providing a long shank.
IFig. 4 is view of my button with the shank
extended. Fig. 5 is a cross-section through
the shank. Fig. 6 is a similar view of a
modification. Fig. 7 illustrates another modi-
fication. - N

Similar letters of reference in the several
figures indicate the same parts.

The essential feature of my present inven-

tion consists in making the shank extensible

or capable of being elongated, so as to permit
more thicknesses of fabric to be held thereby,

~or to enable the button to be made thinner—

1. e., with the top and bottom clpser together
than ordinarily, and at the same time permit
the same to be passed easily through the but-
ton-holes, the invention being especially
adapted for application to buttons having a
hinge or pivoted shoe which tilts into sub-

stantially the plane of the shank in order to

pass readily through the button-hole.
Referring to the acecompanying drawings,

A indicatesthe base,or what might be termed
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| shank, and C the shoe or movable face, of the

button, mounted on a stem D, which is ad-
justably secured within the shank.

~In order to permit the stem and shank to

be readily adjusted with relation to each
other, and thereby separate the two portions
of the button more or less, the shank in the
preferred construction isprovided with a lon-
gitudinal slot or opening 0, which extends

nearly, but not quite, to the upper end, and

with a depression 0’ passing horizontally
around the same at about midway of its
height, and the stem is provided with an en-
largement or head d. T'hus when the stem

is pushed into-the shank as far as possible

the depression b’ closes in above the head d
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60

and prevents the ready withdrawal of the

same, the sides of theshank forming a spring
which will close in after the shoulders of the
head have passed, as will be readily under-
stood. The top of the shank is narrowed in
and the aperture through the same made
small enough to prevent the passage of the
head d, thus forming a pocket in which the
head is held firmly when the parts are sep-
arated, but the entire separation of the two
parts is prevented. o

The head d, it is obvious, may be dispensed

with and equivalent means employed to pre-
vent the entire withdrawal of the stem, and
‘at the same

time permitit to be moved easily
from one adjustment to the other—such, for
instance, as illustrated in Fig. 7—wherein a
small enlargement M is provided to prevent
the entire withdrawal of the stem and suit-
able depressionsor recesses N for the engage-

ment of the depression in the spring sides of

the shank; but in the preferred construction

the head ¢ is employed and the chambers

above and below the central depression 0’
are made to conform to the shape thereof, so
as to prevent any lateral play of the two
parts of the button when 1n either position
of adjustment. The lateral play referred to
is further prevented in a measure by elon-
gating the.head somewhat, as shown clearly
in Ifig. 2. - S

As before intimated, my extensible shank-

TDutton is particularly adapted for use in con- -
Thus it will be

nection with a hinged shoe. _
seen that by mounting the said shoe on the

the “stationary face,” of the button; B, the | stem and drawing the same out before in-
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- between the fabric and shoe.

‘serting or removing the button from the but-

ton-hole the shank proper may be made very

‘much shorter than in the ordinary button,

and the two parts of the button caused to
clamp the fabric more tightly and also pre-
sent a more neat and finished appearance.
T'his result is clearly illustraled in Figs. 3 and
4, Kig. 3 showing a hinged shoe-button: with-
out the extensible shank, in which it will be
seen that the shank must be of such length
as to permit the various thicknesses of fabric
to lie between the edge of the hinged shoe
and opposite face of the button, and when
the shoe is turned back tonormal position, as
indicated in dotted lines, quite a space is left
In Fig. 4, on

~.the other hand, the shank need only be of
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the same thleknesq as the fabrie, or approxi-
mately the same, and when the shoe is tilted,
so as to pass through the button-hole, the
shank is drawn out or elongated to such an
extent that the fabricreadily passes down be-
low the edge of the shoe, after which the shoe
may be turned back to normal position and
the two parts of the button pushed together,
bringing the shoe down squarely upon the
fabric.

Any preferred siyle of hmned shoe may be
employed, and as the par tlculm style does
not form any part of my presentinvention, I
have not deemed it necessmy to deseribe the
same herein,

It 18 desirable in many instances to prevent
the shoe and shank from turning with rela-

tion to each other, and this may be accom-
and stem of |

plished by forming the shank

427,703

irregular shape—square, for instance—as
Shown in Fig. 6, although it is obvious that
any other shapefs may be employed to aACZOMm -

plish the desired end..

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new is— _
1. In a button such as described, the com-

' bination, with the spring-shank having the

upper end contracted and the depression at
substantially the center, forming a pocket at
the upper end, of the shoe having the stem
with the enlarged head fitting within the
shank, said enlargement being adapted to fit
within the pocket when the parts are sepa-
rated, whereby they are held in adJusted PO-
sition, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a button such as described, the com-
bination, with the hollow shank having the
lonmtudm&l opening extending up to a,pomt
near the top, the integral upper end, and the
central depression forming a spr mﬂ'-pocket of
the shoe having the stern fitting within the
shank, and prov ided with the elonﬁ*a,ued head
at the lower end, substantially as desel ibed.

3. In a button such as described, the com-

‘bination, with the tubular Spring-slmnk hav-

ing the longitudinal opening, contracted inte-
gral upper end, and central depression, of the
stem having the head for engaging said de-
pression .:md contracted mtegml end and the
pivoted shoe mounted on the upper eml of the
stem, substantially as deseribed.
DAVID D. MUMMA.
Witnesses:
WM. . MIDDLETON,
M. W. JACOBS. |
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