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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES . BLANDON,
CHARLES F.Ross,and JOHN J. LUMM, citizens
of the United States, residing at Michigan

s City, in the county of La Porte and State of
~ Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
fulimprovementsinaCombined Caster-Socket
and Corner-Brace; and we do hereby declare ¢
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
1o seription of the invention, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which 1t apper-
tains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to various new and
usefulimprovementsin combined caster-sock-

1¢ ets and corner-braces, adapted foruseparticu- |
larly with refrigerators, articles of furniture,
&e., wherein angular supporting-legs or stand-
ards are used.

For a better comprehension of our inven-

20 tion, attention is invited to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
and in which—

Figurel is afront elevation of ourimproved
caster-socket; Fig. 2, a rear elevation of the

25 same. . - |
The leg for the refrigerator or article. to
which this invention isto be attached is com-
posed of two wooden pieces A and B, joined
together at right angles or at any angle de-
30 sired, provided the socket is cast for the same
angle. To the inside of this leg is secured the
socket C, which will now be described. Itcon-
sists of a caster-socket and corner-brace com-
bined, having two surfaces ¢ and b, Fig. 2,
3t atright angles with each other or at any angle
desired, which are adapted to fit up against
the interior faces D ‘D of the portions A I3,
Fig. 1, also provided with an opening K, to
receive the shank of the caster, which, in the
40 presentinstance,is slightly inclined,as shown,
in order that the shank of the caster will fit
snugly therein, thus preventing any lateral
play; but it will be evident that this opening
can be of any shape desired, as longas it con-
45 forms to the shape and style of the shank of
the caster used. In the outer face of the caster,
near the top thereof, and extending directly
through to the opening E, is a rectangular
hole, arranged and substantially as shown.
so Through this hole any desired lubricant may
be introduced to the caster-shank, which may
therefore be always kept well oiled. Theup- !

| per portion of the socket directly over the end

of the shank is made somewhat thicker than
the other parts, for the reason that most of 55
the wear and strain come at this point. KEx-
tending out from the socket on each side there-
of is a lug or ear I' I, having openings I T
therein. The scerews which pass through these
openings engage with the sections A and I3 of 6o

‘the legs or supports. At the bottom of the
‘socket, and directly beneath the lug or sup-

port, is formed the base-plate I of the sockef,
which extends out along the bottom of the two
parts A and B. Thisbase-plate Iisprovided 63
with a number of openings L therein, through

which pass a number of screws, which engage

with the under portion of the leg or support.

It will therefore be seen that the socket forms

a very solid brace for the two parts A and I3, yo
and strengthens the legs or standards very
much. The sockets may be very easily placed
and secured in position, and removed at will.
Being castin one piece out of inetal,itis there-
by made very cheaply.

Although the socket and corner-brace com-
bined is especially adapted for use with legs
or standards constructed with two pieces, as
we have above described, still, it will be evi-
dent that it may be applied to legs or stand- 3o

75

‘ards of other construction by simply changing

the form of the socket, without departing
from the spirit of our invention. |

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new therein, and desire to secure 85
by Letters Patent, is as follows: '

As a new article of manufacture, a com-
bined caster-socket and corner-brace consist-
ing of a ¢uadrant-shaped socket portion C,
adapted to fit up in the angle of the leg and 9o
having an opening near its upper end for the
purposes mentioned, integral lugs I I on
said socket portion, and an integral base-piece
I, all combined and arranged substantially as
set forth. |

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES F. BLANDON.
CHARLES I, ROSS.
JOHN J. LUMM.
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Witnesses:
- HENRY C. BEARDSLEY,
CHARLES WINSHIP.
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