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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that we, ARICK LOTSTROM and.
CARL M. BIORSETH, citizens of the. United
States, residing at Superior, in the county of
Douglas and State of Wisconsin, have in-

vented a new and useful Shaft-Support, of -

which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
shaft-supports. "

The object of the present invention is to
provide a simple and inexpensive shaft-sup-
port adapted to be readily secured in place,
and capable of being folded and retained in
a small space and out of the way when notin
use. |

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated
In the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

- view of a shaft-support construeted in accord-
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portor brace in theiroperative position.
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ance with the invention  and shown applied
In operative position. Fig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of the cross-bar of a pair of shafts or
thills, the support being shown in its folded
position. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional
view of the support. - Fig. 4 is a detail view
of the upper end of the support.

- Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 designates a shaft or thill support, which is
constructed of metal and composed of sec-
tions 2 and 3, that are hinged together and
are adapted to be locked in their open or op-
erative position by a gravity-latch 4, which
consists of a bolt 5, that is housed in a groove

0 and i1s adapted to engage a similar groove

7, and a headed pin 8, that operatesin a lon-
gitudinal slot 9, communicating with a groove

G when the. sections align and are in opera-

tive position. Thegrooves6and 7 registerand
the bolt is adapted to beinserted in the groove
7 and securely- lock the sections of the sup-
The
lower end 10 of the section 3 is pointed and

adapted to engage the ground or floor of the

stable and prevent the support or brade slip-
ping. The upper end of the section 3 is pro-
vided with an integral eye 11*, and is designed
to be secured to the lower face of the cross-
bar 12 of a pair of shafts or thills at a point

15 are controlled by a t

about midway the length of the cross-bar by
means of a loop 13, that is inserted through
the eye 11%, and has its ends 14 perforated
and adapted to receive screws. By this con-
struction the support is adapted to be moved
freely on the loop 13, andin order to prevent
the support-brace slipping when in operative
position the upper end is provided with a
series of rubber rings or washers 15, that are
adapted to be moved on the end of the sec-
tion and be brought into engagement with
the cross-bar. The rubber rings or washers

engages & threaded portion 17 of the section
2, and 1s adapted to compress the rubberrings

or washers 15 against the cross-bar 12 and

prevent the support or brace slipping or mov-
ing on the loop 13, and thereby form prac-
tically a rigid connection between the cross-
bar and the supports. The rubber rings or

washers 15, besides serving to prevent move-

ment of the brace or support, act as anti-
rattlers,and when the sections are folded pre-
vent them knocking together and against the
Cross-bar.
each end with a depending hook 18, that is

adapted to receive the hinged ends of the.

sections and support the same and hold them

‘beneath the cross-bar and parallel therewith,

and the brace or support is adapted to be
folded beneath the cross-bar on either side of

1ts point of attachment therewith. |

From the foregoing description and the ac-

companying drawings the construction, op-

eration, and advantages of the invention will
be readily understood. |
What we claim is—
1. A shaft-support comprising the sections
hinged together, the latch engaging the sec-

hreaded collar 16, that
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The eross-bar is provided near
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tions and adapted to hold them in operative

position, one of the sections being provided
with an eye adapted to be secured to the

cross-bar of a pair of shafts and the other

section having its lower end pointed, sub-

stantially as described. |

2. A shaft-support comprising the sections
hinged together, provided with suitable means
for locking them in operative position and
adapted to be secured to the cross-bar of. a
pair of shafts, the rubber rings or washers
| arranged at the upper end of the brace or
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support, and a threaded collar adapted to
compress the rubber rings or washers, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A shaft-support comprising the seetlon
3, having its lower end pointed, the section

2, hinged to the section 3 and having a sliding
bolt adapted to engage said section and hold
the same in alignment with it and having its

- upper end provided with an eye, the rubber
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rings or washers arranged upon the upper
end of the section 2, and the threaded collar
engan‘inn the threaded portion of the section

2 and adapted to compress the rubber rings
or washers, substantially as and for the pur-
pose descrlbed

4, The combination, with a cross- bar pro-
vided with a loop 13, secured to it interme-
diate of 1ts ends, and the depending hooks ar-
ranged at each S1de of the loop, of the section
2, pl"OVl(]ed with an eye adapted to engage the
loop 13, the section 3, hinged to the section 2

427,586

and having its lower end pointed, and means
for locking the sections in operative position,
said seetions being adapted to fold together
and be arranged in the depending hooks and
be supported thereby, substantially as de-
scribed.

5. A shaft-support comprising the seetlons
hinged together, the latch engaging the sec-
tions and adapted to hold them in operative
position, one of the sections being adapted to
be secured to the cross-barof a pair of shafts,
substantially as specified. |

In testimony that we dcum the foreﬂ‘omg as
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our own we have hereto affixed our signatures 33

in presence of two witnesses.

ARICK LOTSTROM.
CARIL M. BIORSETH.
Withesses: |
E. MCMAHON,
J. I'. BISHOTT, Jr.
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