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- To all whom it may concern.:
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Be it known that I, JOSEPH A. SCHENKEL,
a resident of Allegheny, in the county of Al-
legheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented anew and useful Improvementin Kur-
niture; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description
thereof. | |

My invention relates to articles of house-
hold and office furniture—such as, for exam-
ple, bureaus, wash-stands, chiffoniers, desks,

&ec.—its object being to cheapen the manufac- |

ture of the same, and to provide at the same
time a double bureau or like article in which
larger space is obtained in the drawers, and
in which the drawers can be opened from

“either side, while, if desired, an iron frame

may be employed. The frame of the ordi-
nary article of furniture—such asthose above
referred to—is madeinclosed, as the sides and

back, which are paneled, and the extra wood

required for the paneling and the labor of
forming the panels to inclose the sides or
sides and back of the outer frame or body in-
creasing considerably the cost of manutac-
ture of the article. These articles of furni-
ture, on account of the inclosing of the body
portions thereof, are rather difficult to clean
and keep in proper condition on account of
the difficulty of access to part of the body,
and it often occurs that dust gathers within
the body and settles upon the contents of the
drawers, and that, so far as the body portion
al least is concerned, it is difficult to remove
the dust, while thereis liability of entrance
of vermin into the same. These bureaus and
like articles are generally made shallow, and
there is seldom sufficient depth of drawers,
the depth of drawers of course being reduced
on account of the solid back on the article,
and their width is likewise reduced on ac-
count of the solid sides thereof.

By my invention Iam enabled to provide a
double bureau or stand or like article in
which these objections are overcome, and

which also provides sufficient depth of draw-

ors, and ab the same time provides for the em-
ployment of the article either as a double or
a single piece of furniture,as may be desired.

The special features of the invention will
be hereinafter set forth and claimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to make |

L and use my invention, I will desecribe the

same more fully, referring to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— -

Figure 1 is a perspective viewof a burean,
illustrating my invention. Tig. 21is a longi-

| tudinal section on the line 22, Fig. 3. Fig. 3

is a cross-section on the line 3 3, Fig. 2; and

| Fig. 4 is a detail view showing the side bar

and the rubber or like stripping therein.
Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in each.
My improved bureau or like article of fur-

niture has its frame formed in skeleton—that

is, having only the necessary parts to form it
of sufficient strength for the purpose re-
quired—all paneling being done away with.

In the bureau shown the skeleton frame A
is formed of the upright standards ., on which
the top plate a rests, these upright standards
being connected at the front and rear by the
horizontal bars ¢, according to the number of
drawers to be contained in theskeleton frame,
and the standards being connected at the
sides by theside guide-bars d. The front and

rear horizontal bars are of the ordinary width

employed for separating the drawers of the
ordinary bureau, and so is the body e of the
side bars d, the body e of said bars being in
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line with the side guide-bars,as shown inthe -

drawings. Xach guide-bar d has at the outer
edge of said body, however, the top or upward-
ly-extending flange f and the depending
lange ¢, these flanges forming guideways
for the drawers b, which enter the frame over
the horizontal bars ¢ and slide on the side
bars d, their lower edges fitting against the

35

upwardly-extending flanges f and their upper .

edges fitting within and against the lower or

depending flanges g. These side guide-bars

so hold the parts in proper line and extend
around the top edges of the drawers, 80 as to
prevent the entrance of dust therein. The
drawers b are finished on all of their sides—
that is, on both front and back and on the
side faces thereof—as, the bureau being
double, the drawers are to be withdrawn on
either side; andthe finishing of the side faces
of the drawers talkes the place of the finish-

ing of the panels of the bureau, said side pieces

being exposed, as shown, between the stand-
ards and said guide-bars. _' _
As the rear wall or panel and the two side
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walls or panels are done away with, it is evi-
dent that the drawers can be made larger, as
they can extend entirely through the skele-
ton frame and be brought close to the sides
of the standards, and the flanges on the side
bars can be located just on a line with the
innerfaces of the standards, so giving greater
depth and breadth of drawers. |

In order to prevent the entrance of dust
into the burean, in the flanges of theside bars
are placed strippings of rubber, felt, or like
material, as at £/, the most convenient form of
such stripping being the ordinary metallic-
edged rubber stripping, the metal portion of
which is seated in a groove in the flange, as
shown, while the rubber portion extends out,
to bear against the edge of the drawer. T
prefer to employ this stripping in conneec-
tion with both the upper and lower flanges
of the side bars; but, if desired, it may be
employed only with the depending flanges,
s0 as to close the upper part of the drawer.
In such construction of bureau frame and
drawers it 1S evident that access can he ob-
tained on either side, and that as the side
paneling and other parts are dispensed with
a deeper or double bureau can be built up at
practically the same cost ag a single Dureau.
T'his bureaun can be of course used as a single
bureau, if desired, in which case one face
thereof is placed against the wall; but it has
the advantage of providing for the use thereof
on both sides, and for such use I construct
the mirror-frame of the bureau or the back
plate of the wash-stand that it can he moved
to therear or to the center of the top plate, so
permitting of its use in either position. Iwill
describe this part of my invention especially
in connection with the supporting-frame for
the mirror of the bureau, thoughitis evident
thatit can beapplied to theotherlike articles
of furniture. - |

1The mirror-supporting frame [ is mounted
in suitable guideways n, formed in the edge
of thetop plate a of the bhureau, and has the
base I’, from which the side bars [? extend up-
wardly, and in which said side bars the mir-
ror is mounted. The base-piece !’ engages
with the guideways n by any sunitable con-
necting device, that illustrated in the draw-
ings being L-shaped groovesn’ in the edge of
the top plate of the bureau and L-shaped
lugs m, connected to the base I’ and fitting in
sald grooves and sliding therein, so that the
base !’ and the mirror or other part connected
thereto can be slipped. back in said grooves
or.gutdeways. The guidewaysn extend only
part way across the top plate, as it is only
necessary that they shall extend from the
rear of the top plate to a point sufficient to
bring the base {’ to the center of said top
plate. The base !’ forms the back plate on

a wash -stand which supports the ordinary |

shelves.
In order to provide a mirror which shall he
double-faced-——that is, shall reflect on both

sides thereof—I secure in the mirror-frame p |

426,686

| two plates or sheets r of glass back to back

and each silvered on the inner side, and the
two silvered sides placed together, as shown,

both said plates being secured within the

frame p. By such construction I am en-
abled to employ a thick plate for the mirror,
and at the same time provide for the bracing
of the two plates by each other and obtain a
sufficiently thick glass to resist breakage on
slight blows. The two plates placed together
can be made of thin glass, and this glass, De-
ing cheap, will provide the double-faced mir-
ror at practically the same cost as the ordi-
nary single-faced mirror, the mirror there-
fore adding but little to the cost of the bu-
reatu. -

In the use of a bureau embodying my in-
vention and such as shown in the drawings,
in case it is desired to employ the same as a
double bureau it may be placed in the center
of the room or between windows or in such
like position, giving aceess to it on both sides,
and the one article of furniture thus provides
for use on both sides thereof. The drawers
also provide for access thereto on both sides,
so giving all the requisites of two bureaus.

- In case it is desired to use the bureau as a
single bureau all that is necessary is to turn
the rear part thereof against the wall and
slide the frame or base [, earrying the mirror,
back to the rear of the top plate, when it is
ready for use as a single hureau, occupying
but little more space than the single bhurean,
but giving much greater depth of drawers.
In case of a wash-stand or other such piece
of furniture the same advantages are found,
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and if a back plate is employed this plate can

be brought to the center of the top plate in
the manner described as to the base I’. At
the same time the body or frame of the bu-
reatt or like articles can be constructed at
practically the same cost as the ordinary sin-
gleinclosed pieceof furniture and gives larger
drawer-space proportionately, while the ex-
posure of the sides of the drawers through
the skeleton frame enables the manufacturer
to produce a much handsomer article, such
as by the varying of the woods in the drawers
and 1n the standards and side guide-bars.
The frame of the bureau may also be made
of metal, and asit is skeleton it can he made
at low cost.

- What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, ig—

1. In a bureau or like article of furniture,
the combination of a skeleton frame formed
of uprights or standards connected at the
front and rear by horizontal bars and at the
sides by horizontal bars having guide-flanges
thereon, and drawers fitting and sliding in
sald frame and finished on all sides thereof,
substantially asand forthe purposes set forth.

2. In a bureaun or like article of furniture,
the combination of a skeleton frame formed
of uprights or standards connected at the
front and rear by horizontal bars and at the

sides by horizontal bars having guiding-
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flanges extending upwardly and depending | havmﬂ Jugs rigid therewith and engaging with 10
therefrom, drawers filting and sliding 1n said { said ﬂllldeW&}?'b, substantially as .:md for the
frame, and a stripping of rubber or like ma- | purposes set forth. |
terial on the side guiding-bars, substantially In testimony whereof I, the said JOSEPH A.

as and for the purposes set fmth SCHENKEL, have 11eleunt0 set my hand. . .
. A bureauorlike article of furniturehav- | . JOSEPH A. SCHENKEL -

ing guidewaysin its top plate extending part Witnesses:

way across the same, and a geparate frame or JAMES 1. KAY,

back plate extending over the top plate and | J. N. COOKE.
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