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UNITED STATES

JOON BENTON CRAIG,

PaTENT OFFICE.

OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURL.

SHOE-TIE FMASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming pm‘t of Letters P&tent No. 426,663, dated April 29, 1890.
Application filed October 7,1889. Serial No, 326,225, (Nomodel.) |

1o all whom it may concern:
e it known that I, JOHEN BENTON CRAIG, &
citizen of the United States, residing at the

city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have

invented a new and useful Improvement in
shoe-T'ie Fasteners, of which the following is
a specification. '

- My invention relates to improvements in

fastenings for shoe-lacings, particularly to

that mode of shoe-lacing wherein the opera-
tion 1s accomplished by the use of a single
cord or string having one end fastened to the
lower part of the shoe-flaps and then reefed
through or over eyelets, hooks, or buttons on
the sides of the shoe- flaps when the lacing end
is tightened, thus drawing the flaps tog ether

and it consmtg in a %unple and eﬂieacwus de-

vice for fastening the lower end of thelacing
and tying and holding the upper end thereof
when the shoe is fastened, and for releasing
or loosening the same when desirable, mean-
while affording the wearer relief from discom-
fort incident to direct pressure on the leg at

‘the point of fastening.

My invention is illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

I‘lg ure 1 is a front elevation of a shoe, show-
ing my invention applied. Iig.2 isa bottom
viewof mydevice, showingattachment prongs.
IF1g. 3 i1s a perspective view of my fastener pro-
vided with cap or tongune-guard. Fig.41isan

upright view in cross-section through the mid-

dleof the fastener online 6 6, Fig. 3, the same

being attached to the shoe and showing the

shoe lacingorcord in place. Fig.d isa cross-
sectional view of my fastener on line 5 5, Fig.
0, showing cord in place. Fig. 6 18 a top per-
spective view of a fastener adapted for hold-
ing lower end of cord on inside of shoe. It
also shows two strings held by fastener.

Similarletters refertosimilar parts th rough-
out the drawings.

In the drawing os,the shoe top A Fig.1, hav-
ing its flaps near their edge prowded "with
elther eyelets, hooks, or buttons, and a lacing

or cord engaging the same, constltutes the]

 frame-work of my invention.

At the upper
end, outside of the shoe and near where the
lacing terminatesat the shoe top, the fastener

1s attached to the shoe by the prongs in the

usual manner, as shown by the drawings.

The elements of my upper fastener are a
plate and spring-lever bearing on a string or
cord, provided with a guard or cap and means
for fastening the same to a shoe or other ar-
ticle, the same being made from a single piece
of Sheet metal. The prongs E E, bﬂmﬂ two or
more in number, are also Stamped from the
same piece of metal, which forms the bottom
plate J,the guard B,and spring-tongue lever I.

The main advantages of my device consist
of the inverted oval or dish-shaped tongue
guard or cover, which e
1&0111{? from beeommﬂ snarled or caught in the
fastener and prevents it from being caught
by the dress or other objects in walking.

In securing the lacing with my fastener
place the lower end in the lower fastener,
(which has a depression into which it
then tighten the cord C over the hooks or
buttons D between the thumb and forefinger,

fectually prevents Lhe |

fits,)
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and pass the end into the slot or opening in

the top fastener between the turned-up end

of the tongue IFand the plateJ. Drawitinto

place and the operation is complete.
In unfastening the shoe seize the lacing or
cord end and throwit outward in the fastener.
- Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
cleum as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

75
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As animproved article of manufacture,the

lace-fastener made from a single piece of
metal comprising the bottom plate J, provided

“with the b]_i)I‘ll’lﬂ‘-*-tO]]ﬂ une I, struck therefrom,

and with the prongs K K, and having the cap
or guard B, substantmﬂy as and.for the pur-
poses set forth.

JOIIN BENTON CRAIG.

Witnesses:
K. J. O’BRIEN,
H. W. SEBASTIAN.
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