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2o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WIiLLiaAM CARROLL, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-

cago, in the county of Cook and State of 11li-
nois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Electric-Lamp Posts, of which

the following 1s a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
the class of devices included under the term
“post”’ for supporting electric lamps, and par-
ticularly arc lamps. |

The objects of my improvement are to pro-
vide a construction of electric-lamp post
which shall permit of its being firmly sup-
ported in operative position and afford pro-
tection to the wooden portion of the device
toward its base, which shall afford protection
to the conducting-wires of the circuit or cir-
cuits leading to and from it, and be especially
effective for use with underground electric
systems, and which shall afford a readily-ac-
cessible support for oneor more appliances—
such as a switch for permitting the circuit
of the lamp to be opened and closed, (thus,
among the advantages thereby afforded, per-
mitting all danger of injury to an operator in
handling the lamp forthe various well-known
purposes to be obviated by enabling the cir-
cuit to be opened before requiring access to
the lampto be had for the purpose,) and such
as fire-alarm, police, or mail boxes, and for
the device known as a “transformer” for
changing an alternating into an incandescent
circuit.

My invention consists in the general con-
struction of my improvement; and italso con-
sists in details of construction and combina-
tions of parts. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows my improved post in broken elevation.
Fig. 2 is a view showing the wooden pole of
the post in broken and partly-sectional ele-

- vation, with one side of the metallic casing
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removed to display its interior. Fig. 518 a
section taken on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2 and en-
larged, and Tig. 4 asection taken on the line
4 4 of Kig. 2.

A is the lamp-post, comprising a pole I3, pret-
erably formed entirely of wood or other insu-
lating material, though the advantages are af-

| terial above the part shown to be enveloped

from or from nearits baseto a suitable height
by ametallic casing C. The pole B may extend
from the surface of the ground if the latter
afford a suitably firm foundation, as if 1t be
a stone sidewalk, or from below the surface
if it be necessary to provide a firm founda-
tion, as in the case of a wooden sidewalk,
through which the pole should be extended
to a firm foundation.

Surrounding the base of the pole B from
the ground to a suitable height is the casing
C, formed of metal, (preferably cast or sheet
iron,) and which should be provided with
suitable ornamentation, such as that illus-
trated. At the base 7, which should be, espe-
cially for the sake of appearance, wider than
the upper part, the casing is secured firmly to
its foundation, and toward its upper endit is
fastened to the pole in sonie suitable manner,
as by entering a notch ¢, formed around the
pole, and thereby affording also a water-shed,
and in the base r the pole should be braced,
as by the collar p, supported from the sides.
Between its extremities the casing.is expand-
ed into or otherwise provided with a chamber
D, affording a receptacle for desirable appli-
ances, as hereinafter more particularly de-
seribed, and from the chamber D to its upper
extremity, where it supports the lamp E, the
pole should be hollow.

I prefer to construct the casing C in the

manner, and of the generally rectangular form
in eross-section, illustrated, though, broadly
considered, I do not limit my invention fto
any particular form of the casing. Asshown,
it is formed with threesides o, o/, and 0%, per-
manently or rigidly secured together or inte-
oral, and one (the front) side n is removable
and adjustable.
~ At the chamber D a door m should be pro-
vided in the side 7, as also a similar door in
each of the lateral sides o and 0° the latter
being merely indicated in the drawings by
the reference-letter m. |

As illustrated, the post A is adapted for
connecting the lamp and other appliances in

underground cireuits by extending indueting-

tubes [ and % for the wires into the base 7.
Obviously, however, the post may also be

forded if only that portion be of insulating ma- | nsed with overhead systems of conductors.
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The light-wire (not shown) is passed through !

the tube %, casing C, and post B to the lamp,
where it is properly connected with the latter,
the side n of the casing being removed to per-
mit ready access to the interior and replaced
when the stringing or other operation for
which the access to its interior is required
has been performed.

In the box or chamber D, (the height of
which should be such as to render it readily
accessible to an operator standing on the
ground,) in the path of the light-wire, is a
switch F, of any suitable or ordinary con-
struction, with which to make proper connec-
tion of such wire, so that the cireuit contain-
Ing the lamp may be readily opened and closed
by an operator without requiring for these
purposes that he mount the post or handle

the lamp, so that when the latter receives at-

tention all danger of injury to the operator

from the current may be guarded against.

Lhe chamber D may also afford a receptacle
for a fire-alarm or police box G, (either of
which may be of ordinary or any suitable con-
struction, and need not, therefore, be shown in
detail,) to be connected in a circuit by a wire
entering into the casing through the tube /,
and if the box G be larger than will permit
1t to fit the chamber between the pole B and
a door m the pole may be cut out to admit
the box, as indicated in Fig. 3.

Other appliances than or with the box G

may be inclosed in the chamber D—such as
a letter-box, a testing-instrument, or a trans-
former, (which latter, of course, as also va-

rious other appliances, if connected in an un- |

nection with them unless the transmission-
wires be strung overhead,) the transformer
being an appliance used in some electric-light
systems where the main or primary circuit
can be Dbrought to it from the street, and
thence secondary circuits be taken to supply
current for incandescent lamps, power, and
the like. |

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In an electrie-lamp post, the combination
of a hollow pole I3, of insulating material, a
casing C, enveloping the said pole throughout
a part of its length from the surface above
which it extends, a chamber D in the casing,
a switch K in the chamber, and an opening
or openings at the base of the post, through
which to lead the conducting-wire into the
lamp-post, substantially as described.

2. An electric-lamp post comprising, in
combination, a hollow pole D, of insulating
material, a casing C, enveloping the polefrom
he surface above which it extends, and
formed with a removable and adjustable side
1, & chamber D in the casing, a switch I in
the said chamber, and one or more inlets for
conducting-wire in the base of the lamp-post
between the pole and casing, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

WILLIAM CARROLL.

In presence of—
J. W. DYRENFORTH,
M. J. BOWERS.

- derground system, do not require the pole B,
as the latter need perform no funection in con-
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