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To all whom it may concern:
be it known that I, JAMES KELLY, a citizen
of the United States, 1(351c11110‘ at San Diego, in

the county of San Dlego and State of th-'

fornia, have invented certain new and useful
Implovements in Vent-Stoppers for Ord-
nance; and I do declare the following to be a
full, elem , and exact description of the mven-
131011 such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
- 1ng dr awings, and to the letters of reference
mked thereon, which form a part of this
spec1ﬁcat10n

15 FHigurelis a top view of a piece of ord-
nance having my device attached thereto.
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In Seetlon Kig.
cross-section of. the sliding plate. Fig. 4 is
an enlarged detail view of a portion of the
breech of the gun and the guide-plate.

My invention relates to Vent -stoppers for
ordnance.

Its object is to give a secure and reliable
25 device whereby the veut of a fired gun may

be so completely covered as to elnmnate all
danger to the gunners while cleaning and re-
lomhuu' the gun.
| Many accidents have occeurred by the pre-
- 30 mature discharging of a field-piece or other
large gun when the new load was being
rammed home after a previous firing of the
 plece.

My invention consists of four essential
parts—a guide-plate BB, provided with a groove
or dovetailled recess ¢ and secured by screws
over the vent A of the gun, a dovetailed slid-.
ing plate C, a thumb-serew E, and an elastic
pad G. The guide-plate Bmay, if preferred,
be cast upon the gun whenitis made. I have
shown 1t here as made separately and at-
tached to the gun by screwsin the nsual man-
ner. By means of a dovetailed recess ¢ in
the guide-plate it is adapted to receive the
45 sliding plate C. Said plate C is provided
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place.

| with a collar D, serew-threaded internally, as

shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The rear end of
plate I3 is open, as shown in Fig. 4, so as to
permit the padded end of serew E to come
into close contact with and thereby firmly 5o
seal venti A. Set-screw K is fitted nicely into.
collar D.- The lower end of said screw K is
recessed, as shown at If in Ifig. 2, for the re-
ception of a pad G, which may be of rubber -
or other suitable material adapted to seal gz
vent A.

It will be seen from the above that the slid-.

| ing plate will be in the position shown in Fig.-

1 when the gun 18 to be fired, and thatimme-
diately after the discharge of the piece the 60

| slide must be pulled to the rear of the gun,
Fig. 21s a side elemtmn of the same, partly
3 18 an -enlarged VelthELl_

the screw E beingthen directly over the vent,
as shown in I‘w 2. Then by giving a furn
of the thumb-serew the pad G will be pressed
tightly into the vent, making it absolutely 65
alr and gas tight. If the vent is perfectly:
covered, no premature explosion can take
After reloading the gun the screw K-
1s loosened and the sliding plate C restored to
its former position, as shown in Fig. 1. 70
What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—
- 1. The combination, with a gun, of a guide-
plate B, a sliding plate C, provided with an
1nternally-threaded collar D, and a set-serew 75
E, adapted to screw into collar D and pro-
Vlded with a pad G at its lower end, sub-
stantially as herein set forth. *
2. A vent-stopper for ordnance, consisting
of a sliding plate, suitable guides for said 8o
sliding plate, and a padded set-screw passing
through said sliding plate, as herein substan-
tially descnbed, and for the purposesetforth.
Intestimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES KELLY

‘Witnesses: .
ANDREW CASSIDY
H. H. DEVOLL.
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