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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, SAMUEL 5. SARGEANT,

of Newark, in the county of Essex and State

of New Jersey, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Buckle-Guards,
of which the following is a specification..
This invention relates to that class of de-
vices termed ““buckle-guards,” which are ap-
plied to a harness-strap,extending overthe bar
of the buckle onwhich the buckle-tongue rests

for the purpose of protecting the point of the

tongue and preventing its catehing upon any-
thing with which it may come 1n contact,
such guards being specially adapted for har-
ness-buckles to prevent the tail or mane of
the horse from catching under the tongue of

the buckle. - |

The object of the present invention is to
provide such abuckle-guard which can read-

ily be used with straps and buckles 1n com-

mon use, which shall be sightly and neat in
appearance, which shall be efficient for Its

purpose, and which shall be simple In con-

struction and cheap in its manufacture.

The improved buckle-gunard is illustrated
in the accompanying drawings,in which—

Figure 1 i8 a face view of a strap and
buckle with the guard applied. Iig. 21s a
side view thereof. Tig. 3 is a face view of
the buckle-guard detached. Fig. 41s a side
view of the same. Fig. 5 is a face view of a

side views of a second modification.

A B are the meeting ends of two straps.

(! is the buckle-frame. |

D is the cross-bar thereof, which passes
over the face of the strap B, and K is the
buckle-tongue, the point of which rests on the
cross-bar D of the buckle-frame. EFor con-
venience of description the face of the strap
over which the bar D extends will be consid-
ered its upper side, and the back of the strap
will be considered its lower side. These
terms, however, are used relatively only, and
are employed in order to express definitely
the two sides of the strap.

I is the buckle-guard as a whole, which 18
made of a single integral piece of metal, be-
ing either cast, as illustrated in Figs. 1 to 5,

5o ineclusive, or made of wire suitably bent, as

shown ‘in Figs. 6 and 7. This buckle-guard

cation, and Figs. 6 and 7 are face and

|

is composed of two metallic loops & and H,
the aperturesof which, as shown, are entirely

‘separated from each other and have no com-

munication the one with the other, the two
loops being joined together. The juncture,
union, or joint @ between the two loops 18
above the strap B when the guard is in posi-
tion thereon, so that each loop is closed above
the strap. Kach loop G or H is composed
of a cross-bard,in a different plane from the
joint a, (the two cross-bars b b of the 1wo
loops being in the same plane,) which cross-
bar at its opposite ends is connected to the
joint @ by means of two bends c ¢.

In using the buckle-guard the free end of
the strap B is first passed through the aper-
ture of the loop G, the cross-bar b thereof be-
ing below the strap and the joint « being
above the strap. The free end of the strap
is then passed through the buckle-frame C
beneath its cross-bar D. Then the free end
of the strap B is passed through the second
loop I, passing above the cross-bar 0 thereot.
The tongue I of the buckle 1s then passed
through cone of the holes in the strap B, and
its end rests on the cross-bar D of the buckle-
frame.

When in position, the upper part of the
buckle-guard rests directly upon the cross-
bar D of the buckle-frame, its joint « being
immediately thereabove. Owingto the cross-
bars D of the guard being inadifferentplane
from the joint a, the strap is readily and
casily passed through the apertures of the
two loops G and IL, and the position of the
strap is not affected thereby. The loop H 1is
so shaped or recessed above the strap and
next the joint ¢ that the latter lies directly
across or in front of the point ot the buckle-
tongue and in the same plane therewith.
The joint ¢ does not lie upon the buckle-

tongue, so that no portion of the buckle-

cuard extends fartheroutfrom the face of the
strap than does the pointofthebuckle-tongue
itself. The point of the buckle-tongue is thus
also entirely exposed to view, so that 1t can
be easily manipulated in attaching, detach-
ing, or adjusting the strap. Atthesametime
the joint ¢ lies directly across and in front of
the point of the tongue, so that no hairs or
other thing can pass beneath the tongue or
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buckle-tongue.

catch therein, even in case the hair or other
thing should present itself in the line of the

In the preferred constructions, as shown in

TFigs. 1, 2, 8, 4, 6, and 7, the cross-bar b of the

loop H, in which the buckle-tongue lies, does

- not extend entirely across beneath the strap,

but is cut away at its center, as shown at d,

- 80 that when the buckle-guard is in place the
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split and separated ends of the bar b strad-

dle the body of the buckle-tongue beneath

‘the strap, so that the buckle-guard accommo-
~dates itself to the strap

and. to the buckle-
frame. In the modification, however, shown
in Kig. 5 both bars b extend entirely aCross,
and there is no straddling of the buckle-
longue. | |

In the constructions shown in Figs. 1 to 5,

inclusive, the buckle-guard is a cast metallic
skeleton frame only, the several bars b b and

and bends ¢ ¢ being of wire form, and the

joint ¢ heing a-simple union between the four
bends ¢ e. | |

In the modification shown in Figs. 6 and 7
the buckle-guard is a wire frame composed of
a single piece of wire bent to form the several
loops, bars, and bends. The wire is bent over
upon itself, the superimposed portions of the
wire constituting the union or joint . The

separation and independence of the apertures - , :
| the joint a, the bar of one of said loops being

of the two loops G H are, however, retained,

- each being closed above the strap, and in all

35

substantial respects the wire cuard is identi-

cal with the cast guards. |

I am aware.that hitherto sheet-m etal, cast-
metal, and wire buckle-guards have been used,
and make no claim to buckle-guards, except

~as shown and described.
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I claim as my invention—
1. A buckle-guard for protecting the ton ogue
of a buckle, made of a single piece of metal

and consisting of two metallic loops, throngh |

the aperture of each of which the strap passes,

.

the apertlires oL said loops being en pir’el_y'sep-
arated from each other, said loops being joined

| together where they pass over the face of the
strap, each of said loops being closed above
the strap, and one of said loops being shaped

or recessed above the strap, whereby it may
lie-in front of the point of the buckle-tongue

in the same plane therewith, substantially as

set forth.
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2. A metallic buckle-guard for protecting

the tongue of a buckle, made of a single piece

of metal and consisting of two metallic loops
G H, joined together at ¢, said joint being

above the strap and in front of .and in the

same plane with the point of the buckle-

tongue, each of said loops having a bar b, lo-

cated in a different plane from the joint «,

whereby the sirap may pass between said

bars 0 and the joint a, and each of said loops
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having two bends ¢ ¢, connecting its bar b

with the joint a, substantially as set forth.
3. A metallic buckle-guard for protecting
the tongue of a buckle, made of a single piece
of metal, consisting of two metallic loops G
I, joined together at ¢, said joint being above

the strap and in front of and in the same

plane with the point of the buckle-tongue,
each of said loops having a bar b, located in
a different plane from the joint ¢, whereby
the strap may pass between said bars b and

split, the split ends thereof being separated,

so as to straddle the buckle-tongue, and each
of said loops having two bends ¢ ¢, connecting -

its bar 6 with the joint a, substantially as set
forth. |

~ In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subsecribing

witnesses.
SAMUEIL S. SARGEANT.

Witnesses:
E. D. TUTTLE,
C. C. KENDALL.
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