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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, RICHARD M. MATHES,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Neosho, in the county of Newton and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Devices for Assisting the
Hearing; andI do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the artto which it appertains to make and
use the same. -

My invention relates to improvements In
devices for assisting the hearing, or ear-
trumpets, the object of which i8 to provide a
small, cheap, simple, and convenient device
for being placed in the pocket or in the hat,
and with a flexible tube to connect the same
with the ear to assist in conveying the sound
to the ear. These objects I attain by means
of the device illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, forminga part of thisspecification,
in which—

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the en-
tire device. Tig. 2 is a section of the same.

Similar letters of reference represent corre-
sponding parts in both figures. *

A is a tube of any desired size and length,
one end A* being made rounding and closed,
being concave on the inside. Ifrom this end
the tube tapers outward to a larger end A°,
said end A3 being provided with a perforated
plate A% which is made concave on the out-

-Side.

3 is a conical-shaped tube placed on the in-
side of thetubz A, the end B? placed toward the

concave side of the large tube A about the

middle of the same, the smaller end of the

~ cone being connected to the tube B Tothe

40

ends of this, which are outside of the tube A,
as shown at 3% tubes C are secured by any
suitable means. Said tubes C are preferably
made of rubber or other suitable flexible

material, and made long enoungh so that the |

tube A may be placed in the hat or pocket
and the ends C? of the tubes placed at the 45
ears. The ends C? are provided with an ear-
piece D to fit the orifice of the car. The ar-
rows I indicate the sound passing through
the device.

I is any suitable attachment for securing 50
the part D to the ear. Tt consistsof a wire
72, formed to fit over the ear, bent, as at &, to
fit around the ear.

One of the tubes C may be removed and
the end of the arm B* closed when desired to 55
use the device for one ear only; or, when de-
sired, the tube Bmay be made with but one
arn.

Thus I have a device forassisting the hear-
ing that may be placed in any desired post- 60
tion for receiving sound, and by means of the
flexible tubes ¢ C and the fastenings it will
stay in place without the necessity of con-
stant holding, as the ordinary ear-trumpef,
when desiring to listen.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by lLet-
ters Patent, 18— |

1. In a device forassisting the hearing, the
combination of a tube C, having at one end 7o
an ear-piece D and fastening If, bent as at G,
and at the other tapering tubes B and A, all
constructed, arranged, and to operate sub-
stantially as speeified. | |

9. The combination, with a large tapering 75
tube A and a tapering tube B, of arms I3,
flexible tubes C, ear-pieces D, and fastenings
I, bent as at G, substantially as shown and
described, for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 8o
presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD M. MATHE®S.

:65

Yitnesses:
J. L. POWELL,
DAN liEALY,
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