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pivotally-attached arm being omitted.
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To all whom it ma J CONCET.:

Be it known that I, CHARLES B. MCDON-
OUGH, Sr., a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Philadelphia, in the county of Phila-
delphia and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Iee-Tongs; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exaect descrip-
tion of the uwentlon such as will enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to

malte and use the same.

My invention relates to certain novel fea-

tures which refer especially to the construc-
tion or formation of ice-tongs, the object of
which is to produce a simple and easily-oper-
ated device which can be readily made of one
piece of steel wire or rod, thereby producing
tongs at a minimum expense.

The invention consists, essentially, in so

bending a single piece of steel wire (thoungh

the material may be in any preferred form)

in such a manner as to produce all the parts
necessary to form a complete pair of 1ce-tongs,

as will be hereinafter described and claimed,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings,in which similarletters of reference

reier to (301"1*espondm parts in all the views.
Figure 1 18 a perspective view of myinven-

tion complete. Fig. 2 is a side view of the
same. Kig. 3 is'a side view showing the jaws
unlocked and separated from each other, the
Kig.
4 is a straight piece of wire, which, by being
properly benft, forms the tongs.

Referring to the various parts of my inven-
tion by letter, A represents the coils of the
wire made in the center of the wire,such coils
or rings being intended for the purpose of
closing the jaws.

o deswnate the handles, which on being
brought tonetllel by the grasp of the lmnd
cause the jaws B B to open.

D b are teeth to engage with the ice or other
object to be lifted.

C C are the transv 01aely-bended portions of
the wire forming the junection between the
handles a ¢ and 1;119 jaws B B, as shown.

To construct my 111‘36111310]1,]:1.&]{@ a straight
piece of wire,as shown in Fig. 4, the lenﬂth of
which will be determined by the size of the
tongs to be produced, and form one or more

L

circles or coils exactly in its middle.
forming one or more coils, the unbended por-
tions, which are of equal length, areleftto ex-
tend from the same side of the coils, so that
they will be parallel with each other. At a
proper distance from the coil I again bend
each wire inwardly at right angles ‘with the
unbended portion or handles a a, just re-
ferred to, thereby forming the transverse con-
nections C C between the handles and the
jaws. After forming the transverse connec-
tions C C, I again bend the remaining ends of
the wire or rods gradually outward and then

oradually inward, so that each jaw is formed

so as to be somewhat semicircular in shape,

though their form may be varied, as preferred.

The -extreme ends or jaws are then bent
acutely inward and upward, forming the teeth
b b, such teeth being sharpened, so as to read-
ily engage with the ice orotherobject. After
the wire or rod is bent as described, the ends
will stand separated from each other,asshown
in Fig. 3, and in order to lock them so that
they will assume the position shown in Fig. 2,
it will be necessary to reverse their position,
which can be done by separating the handles
a ¢ sufficiently to enable the convex sides or
outward-bended portion of the jaws fo pass
each other, when they can be made to assume

a 1*evelsed position, thereby locking them-

selves qeemely together, as shown in Fig. 2.
The object in thus locking the jawsis to pre-
vent alateral movement of same, thus holding
them to their work. Whilein a locked posi-
tion they can be additionally secured, if de-
sired, by encireling the transverse connections
C C with a suitable band or ring ¢, as shown
in Kig. 1.

On the inner surface of the handles ¢, I pro-
vide a series of ratchets or notches d, while to
the other handle, near the bend formmﬂ the

transverse section C, I pivotally .&tmeh, as

shown at d’, the 11111?&1‘(11}?--1‘ aching arm D,
which 1s pmvided on each end with a fork to
partly surround the handles. The object of
thispivotally-attachedinwardly-reaching arm
D is to firmly lock the teeth against the ice or
other load by having the free end of such arm
to engage in the ratchets d on the opposite
handle. Since arm D 1s of asufficient length

to reach obliquely across from one handle to
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against the ice or other load.

the other, and as the lower end of such arm

is pivotally connected to one of said handles,
1t will be seen that by pressing the upper or
free end of such arm downward, so that it will
assume a parallel position with the transverse
sections C C, the teeth will be firmly locked
The teeth may
be unlocked by disengaging the free end of

the arm D with the ratchets d and raising the.

same upward, so that the handles may be

forced toward each other, and thereby open-

- 1ng the jaws.

T5

Having thus deseribed my invention, whatT |

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent,is—

purpose named.

426,464

An article of manufacture consisting of a

wire band or rod bent as shown, so as to form
the handlesand the jawsof a pair of ice-tongs,
and the arm D, pivotally attached to one of
sald handles, the inner end of said arm being
formed to receive the otherhandle and to en-
gage with the ratchets on the inner side of
same, substantially as described, and for the

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein

presence of two witnesses. |
CHARLES B. McDONOUGH, Sr.
Witnesses:
WILLIAM KELLEY,
JOHN M. RIDINGS.
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